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STATE OF NEW YORK

9019

| N ASSEMBLY

January 12, 2018

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comit-
tee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anmend the mental hygiene law, in relation to inpact studies on
i nfectious di seases

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anmended by addi ng a new section
7.48 to read as foll ows:
8 7.48 Infectious disease and bl ood-borne pathogen inpact study.

(a) The office, in conjunction with the conmi ssioner of health, shal
issue a report exanmning the nental health inpacts of infectious

di seases and bl ood-borne pathogens on nental illness rates in endenc
areas of the state. Such report shall include but not be limted to:

(1) Considerations of how Lyne, tick-borne illnesses, and other bl ood-
borne pathogens or vector-borne diseases may have correlations with
nental illness in infected individuals:;

(2) Populations at-risk including those individuals w th occupations
out doors and/or increased exposure to vectors;

(3) Diagnostic indicators of nental illness that can be used as guid-
ance for healthcare providers and nental health practitioners;
(4) Historical considerations of infection rates and mental illness

indicators that may have gone undi agnosed or nisdiagnosed in endenic
areas; and

(5) Recommendations for intervention and coordinated care for individ-
uals who exhibit nental illness synptons as well as those who have both
physical and nental health indicators.

(b) Such report shall be subnitted to the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly no later than COctober first, two
thousand nineteen. The office and the conm ssioner of health may engage
st akeholders in the conpilation of the report, including but not limted
to, nedical research institutions, health care practitioners, nental
health providers, county and |l ocal governnent, and advocates.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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