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Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Raci ng and Wagering

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the conducting
of ganmes of chance and bingo by certain organi zations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 4 and 14 of section 186 of the general munici-
pal | aw, subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 574 of the | aws of 1978 and
subdivision 14 as anended by chapter 531 of the laws of 2011, are
amended and a new subdivision 4-a is added to read as foll ows:

4. "Authorized organization" shall nmean and include any bona fide
religious or charitable organization or bona fide educational, fraterna
or service organization or bona fide organization of veterans [ef] .
vol unteer [H+enen] firefighters or volunteer anbul ance workers, which
by its «charter, certificate of incorporation, constitution, or act of
the legislature, shall have anpbng its dom nant purposes one or nore of
the lawful purposes as defined in this article, provided that each shal
operate wthout profit to its nenbers, and provided that each such
organi zati on has engaged in serving one or nore of the |awful purposes
as defined in this article for a period of three years [iwmediatley]
imediately prior to applying for a Iicense under this article.

No organi zation shall be deemed an aut horized organization which is
formed primarily for the purpose of conducting ganes of chance and which
does not devote at |east seventy-five percent of its activities to other
than conducting ganmes of chance. No political party shall be deened an
aut hori zed organi zati on.

4-a. "Auxiliary nmenber" shall nean a bona fide nenber of an organiza-
tion or association which is auxiliary to an authorized organization
li censed pursuant to this article; or a bona fide nenber of an organi za-
tion or association of which an authorized organization |icensed pursu-
ant to this article is an auxiliary; or a bona fide nenber of an organ-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBD04857- 01- 7



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

A 899 2

ization or associ ation which is affiliated with an authorized
organi zation |licensed pursuant to this article by being, with it, auxil-
iary to another organization or association.

14. "One occasion" shall nmean the successive operations of any one
single type of gane of chance which results in the awarding of a series
of prizes amounting to five hundred dollars or four hundred dollars
during any one license period, in accordance wth the provisions of
subdi vi si on ei ght of section one hundred eighty-nine of this article, as
the case may be. For purposes of the gane of chance known as a nerchan-
di se wheel or a raffle, "one occasion"” shall nmean the successive oper-
ations of any one such merchandi se wheel or raffle for which the limt
on a series of prizes provided by subdivision six of section one hundred
eighty-nine of this article shall apply. For purposes of the gane of
chance known as a bell jar, "one occasion" shall mean the successive
operation of any one such bell jar, seal card, event gane, coin board
or nmerchandi se board which results in the awarding of a series of prizes
anounting to [+h~ee] ten thousand dollars. For the purposes of the gane
of chance known as raffle "one occasion® shall nmean a calendar year
during whi ch successive operations of such gane are conduct ed.

8§ 2. Subdivisions 5, 6, 8 and 10 of section 189 of the general munici-
pal law, subdivisions 5 and 8 as anended by chapter 434 of the | aws of
2016, subdivision 6 as anended by chapter 302 of the laws of 2010 and
subdivision 10 as anended by chapter 574 of the |aws of 1978, are
anended to read as foll ows:

5. No single prize awarded by ganes of chance other than raffle shal
exceed the sum or value of [th+ee] four hundred dollars, except that for
mer chandi se wheels, no single prize shall exceed the sumor val ue of
[twe] three hundred [H-++y] dollars. No single prize awarded by raffle
shall exceed the sum or value of three hundred thousand dollars. No
si ngl e wager shall exceed six dollars and for bell jars, coin boards, or
mer chandi se boards, no single prize shall exceed five hundred dollars
provi ded, however, that such limtation shall not apply to the anmount of
money or value paid by the participant in a raffle in return for a tick-
et or other receipt. For coin boards and nerchandi se boards, the val ue
of a prize shall be determned by its costs to the authorized organiza-
tion or, if donated, its fair market val ue

6. No authorized organi zation shall award a series of prizes consist-
ing of cash or of nerchandise with an aggregate value in excess of ten
t housand dol | ars during the successive operations of any one nerchandi se
wheel , [ i } i
any| bell jar, coin board, or nmerchandise board. No series of prizes

awarded by raffle shall have an aggregate value in excess of five
hundred thousand dollars. For coin boards and merchandise boards, the
value of a prize shall be determned by its cost to the authorized

organi zation or, if donated, its fair market val ue

8. Except for nerchandi se wheels and raffles, no series of prizes on
any one occasion shall aggregate nore than [few~] five hundred dollars
when the |icensed authorized organi zati on conducts five single types of
games of chance during any one |license period. Except for nerchandise
wheels, raffles and bell jars, no series of prizes on any one occasion
shal | aggregate nore than five hundred dollars when the |icensed author-
i zed organization conducts less than five single types of ganes of
chance, exclusive of nerchandi se wheels, raffles and bell jars, during
any one |license period. No authorized organi zation shall award by raffle
prizes with an aggregate value in excess of three mllion dollars during
any one |icense period.
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10. No person except a bona fide nenber of the |icensed authorized
organi zation or an auxiliary nenber of such organization shall partic-

ipate in the nmanagenment of such ganes[ i —ro—persen—except—a—bonra—iide
: f the L | hor | I ) on i e "

. . ! ) . 1.
8§ 3. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 190 of the genera
muni ci pal | aw, as anended by chapter 574 of the laws of 1978, is amended

to read as foll ows:

(b) In each application there shall be designated not |ess than [{feu-]
three bona fide nenbers of the applicant organi zati on under whomthe
game or ganes of chance will be managed and to the application shall be
appended a statenment executed by the nmenbers so designated, that they
wi |l be responsible for the nanagement of such ganes in accordance wth
the terns of the license, the rules and regulations of the board, this
article and the applicable local |aws or ordi nances.

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 190-a of the genera
muni ci pal |law, as amended by chapter 400 of the laws of 2005, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

(a) For the purposes of this section, "authorized organization" shal
mean and include any bona fide religious or charitable organization or
bona fide educational, fraternal or service organization or bona fide
organi zation of veterans [e+], volunteer [fHaefighter] firefighters or
vol unt eer anbul ance workers, which by its charter, certificate of incor-
poration, constitution, or act of the legislature, shall have anbng its
dom nant purposes one or nore of the |l awful purposes as defined in this
article, provided that each shall operate without profit to its nenbers,
and provided that each such organizati on has engaged in serving one or
more of the |Iawful purposes as defined in this article for a period of
three years immediately prior to being granted the filing requirenent
exenption contained in subdivision one of this section.

8 5. Subdivision 3 of section 190-a of the general nunicipal Iaw, as
added by chapter 400 of the laws of 2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. No person under the age of eighteen shall be pernitted to play,
operate or assist in any raffle conducted pursuant to this section_
provided, however, a nenber or auxiliary nenber over the age of sixteen
vears, but under the age of eighteen years, shall be pernmitted to assist
in any raffle conducted pursuant to this section, if acconpanied by an
adul t.

8 6. Subdivision 3 of section 194 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
anended by chapter 550 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. [ ServHece—of—alcoholic—beverages—] Subject to the applicable
provi sions of the al coholic beverage control |aw, beer and wine nmay be
offered for sale during the conduct of ganmes of chance on ganes of
chance prem ses as such prenises are defined in subdivision nineteen of
section one hundred eighty-six of this article; provided, however, that
not hing herein shall be construed to limt the offering for sale of any
other alcoholic beverage in areas other than the ganes of chance prem
ises or the sale of any other alcoholic beverage in prem ses where only
t he games of chance known as bell jar or raffles are conducted.

8§ 7. Section 195 of the general nmunicipal |aw, as anmended by chapter
461 of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 195. Sunday; conduct of ganes on. Except as provided in section one
hundred ninety-five-b of this article, [#8] ganmes of chance [shat-] may
be conducted under any license issued under this article on the first




OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

A 899 4

day of the week, comonly known and designated as Sunday, unless it
shal |l be otherw se provided in the license issued for the conducting
thereof, pursuant to the provisions of a local |aw or an ordinance duIy
adopt ed by the governing body of the municipality wherein the license is

i ssued, [autheri+zrg] prohibiting the conduct of ganes of chance under
this article on that day [erly—between—the—hours—oi—noon—and—m-dnight].

Notwi t hstanding the foregoing provisions of this section no ganmes of
chance shall be conducted on Easter Sunday or Christmas Day.

8§ 8. Section 195-a of the general municipal |aw, as anended by chapter
574 of the laws of 1978, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 195-a. Participation by persons under eighteen. No person under the
age of eighteen vyears shall be pernmitted to play any game or ganes of
chance conducted pursuant to any |license issued under this article.
Persons under the age of eighteen years may be permtted to attend games
of chance at the discretion of the ganes of chance |icensee. No person
under the age of eighteen years shall be pernmtted to operate any gane
of chance conducted pursuant to any |icense issued under this article or
to assist therein_ provided, however, that a nmenber or auxiliary nenber
who is under the age of eighteen years and who is sixteen years of age
or older shall be permitted to assist in the operation of any gane of
chance if acconpanied by an adult.

8 9. Section 195-b of the general municipal |aw, as anended by chapter
252 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 195-b. Frequency of games. No ganme or ganmes of chance, shall be
conducted wunder any |license issued under this article nore often than
[ twelve] eighteen tinmes in any calendar year. No particular premses
shall be wused for the conduct of games of chance on nore than twenty-
four license periods during any one calendar year. Ganes shall be

conducted only between the hours of noon and m dni ght on Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and only between the hours of noon on
Friday and two A°M Saturday, and only between the hours of noon on
Saturday and tw A M Sunday. The two A.M closing period shall also
apply to a legal holiday. The above restrictions shall not apply when
only the games of chance known as bell jar and/or raffle are conducted.

8 10. Section 195-c of the general nunicipal |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 252 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 195-c. [4-] Persons operating ganes; equipnment; expenses; conpen-
sation. 1. No person shall operate any gane of chance under any license
i ssued wunder this article except a bona fide nmenber or auxiliary nenber

of the authorlzed organlzatlon to mhlch the license is issued[—se+——=a

ing herein shall be construed to limt the number of games of chance
|icensees for whom such persons nay operate ganes of chance nor to
prevent non-menbers fromassisting the licensee in any activity other
than managing or operating ganes. No game of chance shall be conducted

wi th any equi pnent except such as shall be owned or Ileased by the
aut horized organization so licensed or wused wthout paynment of any
conmpensation therefor by the |icensee. However, in no event shall bel

jar tickets be transferred fromone authorized organi zation to anot her,
with or without payment of any conpensation thereof. The head or heads
of the authorized organization shall upon request certify, under oath,
that the persons operating any ganme of chance are bona fide or auxiliary
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menbers of such authorized organization, auxiliary or affiliated organ-
i zation. Upon request by an officer or the departnent any such person
i nvol ved in such ganmes of chance shall certify that he or she has no
crimnal record. No items of expense shall be incurred or paid in
connection with the conducting of any game of chance pursuant to any
license issued under this article except those that are reasonabl e and
are necessarily expended for games of chance supplies and equipnent,
prizes, security personnel, stated rental iif any, bookkeeping or
accounting services according to a schedule of conpensation prescribed
by the board, janitorial services and wutility supplies if any, and
license fees, and the cost of bus transportation, if authorized by such
clerk or departnent. No conmi ssion, salary, conpensation[s-] or reward
[ o—+econpense] shall be paid or given to any person for the sale or
assisting with the sale of raffle tickets.

2. For the purpose of the sale of tickets for the game of raffle, the
term"operate"” shall not include the sale of such tickets by persons of
lineal or collateral consanguinity to nmenbers of an authorized organiza-
tion licensed to conduct a raffle.

8 11. Section 195-e of the general nunicipal |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 94 of the laws of 1981, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 195-e. Advertising ganmes. A licensee nmay advertise the conduct of
ganmes of chance to the general public by neans of newspaper, circular,
handbi || [and], poster, electronic mail, electronic conmunications and
governnent access television broadcasts, and by one sign not exceeding
sixty square feet in area, which may be displayed on or adjacent to the
prem ses owned or occupied by a |licensed authorized organization, and
when an organization is licensed to conduct ganes of chance on premni ses
of an authorized ganmes of chance | essor, one additional such sign may be
di spl ayed on or adjacent to the premses in which the ganes are to be
conduct ed. Addi tional signs nmay be displayed upon any fire fighting
equi prent belonging to any |licensed authorized organi zation which is a
volunteer fire conpany, or upon any equi pnent of a first aid or rescue
squad, _or volunteer anmbul ance conpany in and throughout the conmunity
served by such volunteer fire conpany or such first aid or rescue squad,
or volunteer anbul ance conpany, as the case may be. Al advertisenents
shall be limted to the description of such event as "Ganes of chance”
or "Las Vegas N ght", the nane of the authorized organi zati on conducting
such oganes, the Ilicense nunber of the authorized organization as
assigned by the clerk or departnent and the date, location and tinme of
the event.

8§ 12. Subdivisions 10 and 11-a of section 476 of the general municipa
I aw, subdivision 10 as anended by chapter 364 of the |aws of 1968 and
subdi vision 11-a as added by chapter 160 of the laws of 1994, are
amended and a new subdivision 4-a is added to read as foll ows:

4-a. "Auxiliary menber" shall nean a bona fide nenber of an organi za-
tion or association which is auxiliary to an authorized organi zation
licensed pursuant to this article; or a bona fide nmenber of an organiza-
tion or association of which an authorized organization licensed pursu-
ant to this article is an auxiliary; or a bona fide nenber of an organ-
ization or association which is affiliated with an aut hori zed
organi zation licensed pursuant to this article by being, with it, auxil-
iary to another organization or association.

10. "Limited period bingo" shall nmean the conduct of bingo by a
I i censed authorized organi zation, for a period of not nore than [seven]
ten of [twelwe] fourteen consecutive days in any one year, at a
festival, bazaar, <carnival or simlar function conducted by such
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i censed authorized organi zation. No authorized organization |licensed to

conduct Ilimted period bingo shall be otherw se eligible to conduct
bi ngo pursuant to this article in the same year.
11-a. "Early bird" shall nman a bingo ganme which is played as a

speci al gane, conducted not nore than [twiee] three times during a bingo
occasion, in which prizes are awarded based upon a percentage not to
exceed seventy-five percent of the sum of noney received fromthe sale
of the early bird cards and which is neither subject to the prize limts
i nposed by subdivisions five and six of section four hundred seventy-
ni ne and paragraph (a) of subdivision one of section four hundred eight-
y-one, nor the special gane opportunity charge limt inposed by section
four hundred eighty-nine of this article. The percentage shall be speci-
fied both in the application for bingo license and the license. Not nore
t han [ene—dellar] two dollars shall be charged per card with the tota
amount collected fromthe sale of the early bird cards and the prize for
each ganme to be announced before the commencenent of each gane.

§ 13. Subdi visions 3 and 7 of section 479 of the general municipa
| aw, subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 337 of the laws of 1998 and
subdi vision 7 as anmended by chapter 814 of the laws of 1964, are anended
to read as follows:

3. No authorized organization licensed under the provisions of this
article shall purchase, |lease, or receive any supplies or equipnent
specifically designed or adapted for use in the conduct of bingo ganes
fromother than a supplier |licensed under [ithe—-bingo—control—aw arti-
cle nineteen-B of the executive law or from another authorized organiza-
tion.

7. No person except a bona fide nenber or auxiliary nmenber of any such

organi zation shall ©participate in the nanagenent or operation of such
gane.
8§ 14. Subdivision 3 of section 481 of the general nunicipal law, as

amended by chapter 284 of the laws of 1969, is anended to read as
follows:
3. No license shall be issued under this article which shall be effec-

tive for a period of nore than one year. In the case of Ilinmted period
bi ngo, no license shall be issued authorizing the conduct of such ganes
on nore than [twe] three occasions in any one day nor shall any Ilicense

be issued wunder this article which shall be effective for a period of
nore than [sewen] ten of [+welwe] fourteen consecutive days in any one
year. No license for the conduct of linmited period bingo shall be issued
in cities having a population of one nmllion or nore.

§ 15. Subdivision 1 of section 483 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
anended by chapter 438 of the laws of 1962, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. [Eeaeh] Each Ilicense to conduct bingo shall be in such formas
shall be prescribed in the rules and regulations pronulgated by the
control commssion, and shall <contain a statement of the nanme and
address of the licensee, of the names and addresses of the nenber or
menbers of the |icensee under whomthe ganes will be conducted, of the
pl ace or places where and the date or dates and tinme or tines when such
games are to be conducted and of the specific purposes to which the
entire net proceeds of such games are to be devoted; if any prize or
prizes are to be offered and given in cash, a statenent of the amounts
of the prizes authorized so to be offered and given; and any other
information which nmay be required by said rules and regulations to be
contai ned therein, and each license issued for the conduct of any gane
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shall be conspicuously displayed at the place where sane is to be
conducted at all times during the conduct thereof.

8 16. Section 485 of the general municipal |aw, as anended by chapter
438 of the laws of 1962, is amended to read as follows:

8§ 485. Sunday; conduct of ganmes on. [Ne—gares] Ganes of bingo [shat]

may be conducted wunder any license issued under this article on the
first day of the week, commonly known as [desigrated—as] Sunday, unless
it shall be otherwi se provided in the |license issued for the hol ding,

operating and conducting thereof, pursuant to the provisions of a |oca
law or an ordinance duly adopted by the governing body of the nunici-

pality issuing the license, [authorizing] prohibiting the conduct of
bi ngo under this article on that day.

8§ 17. Section 486 of the general nmunicipal |aw, as anmended by chapter
438 of the laws of 1962, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 486. Participation by persons under eighteen. No person under the
age of eighteen years shall be permitted to play any game or ganes of
bi ngo conducted pursuant to any |license issued under this article unless
acconpani ed by an adult. No person under the age of eighteen years shal
be permitted to conduct or assist in the conduct of any ganme of bingo
conducted pursuant to any license issued under this article; provided,
however, that a menber or auxiliary menber who is under the age of eigh-
teen years and who is sixteen years of age or older shall be pernitted
to assist in the conduct of any game of bingo if acconpanied by an
adul t.

§ 18. Section 487 of the general municipal |aw, as amended by chapter
72 of the laws of 1982, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 487. Frequency of ganme; sale of alcoholic beverages. No gane or

games of bingo, except limted period bingo, shall be conducted under
any license issued under this article nore often than on [eighieenr]
twenty-seven days in any three successive cal endar nonths. No game or
ganes of Ilinmted period bingo shall be conducted between the hours of

twel ve m dni ght postneridian and noon, and no nore than sixty ganes nmay
be conducted on any single occasion of limted period bingo. No gane or
games of bingo shall be conducted in any room or outdoor area where
al coholic beverages are sold, served or consumed during the progress of
t he game or ganes.

8§ 19. Subdivision 1 of section 488 of the general nunicipal law, as
amended by chapter 337 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. No person shall hold, operate or conduct any game of bingo under
any license issued under this article except a bona fide nenmber or
auxiliary nmenber of the authorized organization to which the license is
i ssued[ —anrd]. Furthernmore, no person shall assist in the holding, oper-
ating or conducting of any game of bingo under such |icense except such

a bona fide nenber or [a—bera—+ide] auxiliary menber [ef—ahr—organization
9L—asseG+aL+9n—Mh+6h—+s—an—au*+L+aLy—Le—Lhe——#+sensee——e%——a——beﬂa——ﬁ+de

hereipater—mprovi-ded] . PrOV|ded homever any person may aSSISt the

Iicensed organi zation in any activity related to the game of bingo which
does not actually involve the holding, conducting, managi ng or operating
of such gane of bingo. No gane of bingo shall be conducted wth any
equi pmrent  except such as shall be owned absolutely or | eased by the
aut hori zed organi zation so licensed or wused wthout paynent of any
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conmpensation therefor by the |icensee. Lease terns and conditions shal
be subject to rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the board. This arti-
cle shall not be construed to authorize or pernit an authorized organ-
ization to engage in the business of |easing bingo supplies or equip-
ment. No itens of expense shall be incurred or paid in connection wth
t he conducting of any gane of bingo pursuant to any |license issued under
this article, except those that are reasonable and are necessarily
expended for bingo supplies and equi prent, prizes, stated rental if any,
bookkeepi ng or accounting services according to a schedule of conpen-
sation prescribed by the commssion, janitorial services and utility
supplies if any, and license fees, and the cost of bus transportation
i f authorized by the control comi ssion.

8§ 20. Section 490 of the general nmunicipal |aw, as anmended by chapter
99 of the laws of 1988, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 490. Advertising of bingo ganes. A licensee nay advertise the
conduct of an occasion of bingo to the general public by neans of news-
paper, radio, circular, handbill [ard]. poster, electronic mail, elec-

tronic conmunications and government access tel evision broadcasts, and
by one sign not exceeding sixty square feet in area, which may be
di spl ayed on or adjacent to the prem ses owned or occupied by a |icensed
aut hori zed organi zati on, and when an organization is |licensed to conduct
bi ngo occasi ons on the prem ses of another |icensed authorized organi za-
tion or of a licensed commercial |essor, one additional such sign nmay be
displayed on or adjacent to the prem ses in which the occasions are to
be conducted. Additional signs nmay be displayed wupon any firefighting
equi prent  belonging to any licensed authorized organization which is a
vol unteer fire conpany, or upon any equi pment of a first aid or rescue
squad, _or volunteer anbul ance conpany in and throughout the comunity
served by such volunteer fire conpany or such first aid or rescue squad

or _vol unt eer anbul ance conpany, as the case nmay be. Al advertisenents
shall be Ilinmted to the description of such event as "bingo", the name
of the licensed authorized organi zati on conducting such occasions, the
license nunber of the authorized organi zation as assigned by the clerk
and the date, location and tine of the bingo occasion.

8 21. Subdivision 1 of section 491 of the general nunicipal law, as
anended by chapter 667 of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Wthin [sewen] ten days after the conclusion of any occasion of
bi ngo, the authorized organization which conducted the sanme, and its
menbers who were in charge thereof, and when applicable the authorized
organi zation which rented its prem ses therefor, shall each furnish to
the clerk of the nunicipality a statenment subscribed by the nmenber in
charge and affirmed by himor her as true, under the penalties of perju-
ry, showi ng the anount of the gross receipts derived therefrom and each
item of expense incurred, or paid, and each item of expenditure nmade or
to be nmmde, the nanme and address of each person to whom each such item
has been paid, or is to be paid, with a detailed description of the
mer chandi se purchased or the services rendered therefor, the net
proceeds derived fromsuch gane or rental, as the case may be, and the
use to which such proceeds have been or are to be applied and a list of
prizes offered and given, with the respective values thereof, and it
shall be the duty of each licensee to maintain and keep such books and
records as nay be necessary to substantiate the particulars of each such
statenent and within fifteen days after the end of each cal endar quarter
during which there has been any occasion of bingo, a sumary statenent
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of such information, in formprescribed by the state, shall be furnished
in the sanme manner to the [state—+acinhrg—and—wagering] board.

8§ 22. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



