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STATE OF NEW YORK

8888--A

| N ASSEMBLY

January 5, 2018

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comit-
tee on Mental Health -- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anmend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to tel epsychiatry

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (b) of section 7.41 of the nental hygiene |aw
i s anended by adding a new paragraph 10 to read as foll ows:

(10) Telepsychiatry. Prograns which offer honebound or socially
isolated geriatric patients with the use of two-way real-tine interac-
tive audio and video equipnent access to provide and support nental
health services at a distance.

§ 2. Subdivision (c) of section 7.41 of the nental hygiene law is
relettered subdivision (d) and a new subdivision (c) is added to read as
foll ows:

(c) The conmissioner, in consultation with the state office for the
aging and the departnent of health, shall conduct a study to consider
the incidence of geriatric social isolation, nental health consequences,
and their treatnment and prevention across the state. The study shal
include, but not be linmted to an assessnent of at-risk populations, the
mental health inpacts of social isolation, |life stages that nmay put a
person at a higher risk of social isolation, and community supports that
may be devel oped to hel p address these concerns. The study shall provide
recommendations on effective identification of social isolation, includ-
ing specific recoommendations for health care practitioners, intervention
techniqgues, and the devel opnent of telehealth, telenedicine, and tele-
psychiatry prograns to neet the needs of honebound and socially isolated
geriatric patients who may be suffering fromdepression, nmental illness,
or other health consequences. The study shall also consider the devel op-
nent of public awareness infornation materials that the office my
distribute to raise awareness of social isolation in older adults and
the health consequences. The commi ssioner shall deliver the report to
the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly no later than Cctober first, two thousand nineteen

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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