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January 9, 2017

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the establishnment of
school election wards in wunion free school districts and centra
school districts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1702 of the education law is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary., a
board of education of a union free school district may, upon resolution,
establish school election wards for purposes of electing individua
trustees. There nay be at least three, but not nore than nine, schoo
election wards within a school district. One trustee shall be chosen
fromeach ward by the qualified voters therein

b. Upon approval by resolution, the board of education shall conduct a
public hearing, after which a referendumshall be presented for approval
by a majority of the voters at the next succeeding general election. |If
so approved, within five nonths of such approval, the board of education
shall define and publish by resolution boundaries of each of the schoo
election wards which said wards shall be contiguous and each of which
shall contain as nearly as possible the sane nunber of inhabitants. Such
wards shall be established for the next school board election follow ng
voter approval of the referendumin the general election. Upon adopting
a system conprised of school election wards, all sitting school board
trustees shall serve the remainder of his or her term and his or her
successor shall be elected on the basis of the school election ward
system The boundaries of the said school election wards may thereafter
be redefined by the board of education by resolution, after a public
hearing thereon, upon each issuance of a federal decennial census and
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such resolution shall be established at |east eight nonths prior to the
next election for school board trustee or trustees.

c. The termof office of each nenber of a school board froma schoo
election ward shall be three years.

d. Whenever a vacancy shall occur or exist in the office of a ward
trustee of a board of education, except by reason of expiration of term
or increase in the nunber of menbers of such board, such vacancy shal
be filled by a majority vote of the remnining trustees of the board of
education within thirty days of the date such vacancy shall have
occurred. No person shall be appointed to fill a vacancy of a ward trus-
tee of a board of education unless he or she fulfills all of the quali-
fications in this subdivision to enable himor her to be a candidate for
the office of a trustee of the board of education from the ward
invol ved.

8§ 2. Section 1804 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, a
board of education of a central school district nmay. upon resolution
establish school election wards for purposes of electing individua
school board nenbers. There nmy be at least three, but not nore than
nine., school election wards within a school district. One nenber shal
be chosen fromeach ward by the qualified voters therein.

b. Upon approval by resolution, the board of education shall conduct a

public hearing, after which a referendum shall be presented for approval
by a majority of the voters at the next succeeding general election. |f

so approved., within five nonths of such approval. the board of education
shall define and publish by resolution boundaries of each of the schoo

election wards which said wards shall be contiguous and each of which
shall contain as nearly as possible the sane nunber of inhabitants. Such
wards shall be established for the next school board election follow ng
voter approval of the referendumin the general election. Upon adopting
a system conprised of school election wards, all sitting school board
nenbers shall serve the remminder of his or her term and his or her
successor shall be elected on the basis of the school election ward
system The boundaries of the said school election wards nmay thereafter
be redefined by the board of education by resolution, after a public
hearing thereon, upon each issuance of a federal decennial census and
such resolution shall be established at |east eight nonths prior to the
next election for school board nenber or nenbers.

c. The termof office of each nenber of a school board froma schoo
election ward shall be three years.

d. Whenever a vacancy shall occur or exist inthe office of a ward
nenber of a board of education, except by reason of expiration of term
or increase in the nunber of nenbers of such board, such vacancy shal
be filled by a nmmjority vote of the renmnining nenbers of the board of

education within thirty days of the date such vacancy shall have
occurred. No person shall be appointed to fill a vacancy of a ward
nenber of a board of education unless he or she fulfills all of the

qualifications in this subdivision to enable himor her to be a candi -
date for the office of a nenber of the board of education fromthe ward
invol ved.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




