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STATE OF NEW YORK

8753

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Cct ober 25, 2017

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to allow the village of Schuylerville, Saratoga County, New York,
to conduct up to two fishing tournanents per calendar year in the
fourteen mle stretch of the Hudson Ri ver between Chanplain Canal Lock
C5 and Champlain Canal Lock C4 and to exenpt such tournanments from
"catch and rel ease"” orders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. (a) Notwi thstanding any provision of law, rule, order or
regulation to the contrary, the village of Schuylerville, Saratoga Coun-
ty, New York, may conduct up to two fishing tournanents per cal endar
year in the fourteen mle stretch of the Hudson River between Chanpl ain
Canal Lock C5, just north of Schuylerville, and Chanplain Canal Lock C4
just north of the town of Mechanicville. Such tournaments shall be
exenpted fromany "catch and rel ease" order issued by the departnment of
envi ronment al conservation and shall be conducted in accordance with the
provi sions of this section.

(b) Each tournanment shall be conducted between the hours of 6:00 am
and 2:00 pm and shall be limted to a maxi mum of 50 boats. Al partic-
i pating boats shall be outfitted with fully functional live wells, which
shal |l be checked before the tournanent by the tournament operators to
assure that they are clean and enpty. The live wells will only be filled
in the designated section of the Hudson Ri ver between Lock C5 and Lock

C4. Al live wells in the boats shall be aerated.
(c) Only artificial bait will be used at each tournanment. Live bait is
prohi bited. No fish caught during the tournanent shall be consuned or

used for bait.

(d) Only largenbuth and smallnmuth bass shall be entered into the
tournament. All fish brought to the judges to be weighed nust be a mni-
mum of 12 inches in length. Fish smaller than 12 inches shall be
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rel eased inmmediately wupon being caught. At weigh-in, all fish caught

shall be placed in special fish bags with water in them and shall be
pronptly carried to the weigh-in scales area. A water tank containing
water from the Hudson River tournanent area will be available at the

weigh-in area to protect fish prior to weigh-in. Each fish caught shal
be rel eased back into the Hudson River at the weigh-in area imrediately
following weigh-in of that fish.

(e) The operator of each boat shall drain the water fromthe live well
or wells on his or her boat back into the Hudson River at the tournanent
site following the weigh-in or at the conclusion of his or her partic-
i pation in the tournanment.

(f) Sponsors of the tournament and all boaters shall provide the
departnent of environnental conservation with proof of liability insur-
ance covering participation in the tournanent not less than ten days
prior to the date of the tournanent. Partici pating boaters shal
provi de such proof to the sponsors of the tournament who shall, in turn
provide it to the departnent of environnental conservation.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.



