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Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, BENEDETTO, COOK, GALEF, JAFFEE
M G MLLER ROSENTHAL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CYMBROW TZ,
DI NOW TZ, GOTTFRI ED, McDONOUGH, PERRY -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Comn ssions

AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to the appoi ntnent
of menbers of the public service comm ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4 of the public service law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. To ensure the highest standard of public wutility regulation, any
person appointed as a commi ssioner pursuant to the provisions of this
section shall be qualified for such appointnent as provided in section
four-a of this article.

8 2. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 4-a to
read as foll ows:

8 4-a. Public service commssion nomnating board. 1. Any person
appointed as a conm ssioner pursuant to the provisions of section four
of this article shall (a) have education and training, and three or nore
years of experience in one or nore of the following fields: economcs,

engi neering, law, accounting, business managenent, utility regulation
public policy, consuner advocacy or environnental nmanagenent; and (b)
shal | be selected froma list of individuals nominated as provided in

subdi vision two of this section.

2. (a) There shall be established in the departnment a public service
conm ssion nom nating board consisting of the foll ow ng:

(1) a representative of the utility intervention unit of the consuner
protection division appointed by the secretary of state;

(2) the president of the New York state energy research and devel op-
nent authority, or his or her designee;

(3) the commi ssioner of econom c devel opnent., or his or her designee;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(4) the conmmissioner of environnental conservation, or his or her
desi gnee;

(5) the attorney general, or his or her designee;

(6) a professional engineer appointed by the conmi ssioner of educa-
tion, to serve at the pleasure of such conm ssioner

(7) a certified public accountant appointed by the conm ssioner of
education, to serve at the pleasure of such conm ssioner

(8) a person sixty-five years of age or older appointed by the direc-
tor of the state office for the aging, to serve at the pleasure of such
director;

(9) a representative of business entities regulated by the conm ssion,
appointed by the governor, to serve at the pleasure of the governor;

(10) a representative of business entities that are not regul ated by
the conm ssion, appointed by the governor, to serve at the pleasure of
the governor;

11 a representative of |abor appointed by the governor, to serve at
the pleasure of the governor;

(12) two nmenbers of the public appointed by the speaker of the assem
bly, to serve at the pleasure of the speaker

(13) two nenbers of the public appointed by the tenporary president of
the senate, to serve at the pleasure of the tenporary president;

(14) a nenber of the public appointed by the mnority | eader of the
assenbly, to serve at the pleasure of the mnority |eader; and

(15) a nmenber of the public appointed by the nmnority |eader of the
senate, to serve at the pleasure of the minority | eader.

(b) At its initial neeting in each calendar year, such board shal
select fromanong its nenbers a chairperson. The board nay adopt byl aws
governing its proceedings.

(c) The public service comm ssion nomnating board shall keep a record
of its proceedings. Special neetings may be called by the chairperson
and shall be called by the chairperson upon receipt of a witten request
for a neeting signed by two or nore nenbers of the board. Witten notice
of the time and place of each neeting shall be sent to each nenber of
the board.

(d) The public service comm ssion nom nating board shall

(1) Review and eval uate possible appointees for the office of conm s-
sioner of the conm ssion;

(2) Not nore than eighty-five nor less than sixty days prior to the
expiration of the termof a conmi ssioner. or not nore than thirty days
after the death or resignation of or termnation of service by, a
conm ssioner, provide the governor with a list of four individuals neet-
ing the qualifications of this section who are, in the judgnent of the
board, the npst fully qualified to serve on the conmission. The board
shall not include the nane of an individual upon any such list if the
appointnment of that individual by the governor would result in a greater
nunber of nenbers of the comm ssion belonging to the sane politica
party than is permitted pursuant to section four of this article.

3 In review ng and evaluatin ossi bl e appointees for the office of
conm ssioner of the conm ssion, the board may accept comments from
cooperate with and request infornmation from any person.

(e) Wthinthirty days of receipt of the board's recommendations, the
governor shall appoint one of the persons reconmended by the board to
fill a vacancy occurring in the office of commi ssioner. Nothing in this
section shall prevent the governor in the governor's discretion from
rejecting all of the noninees of the board and reconvening the board in
order to select four additional nom nees. However, when the governor has
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reconvened the board and the board has provided the governor wth a
second list of four nanes, the governor shall nmake the appointnent from
one of the nanmes on the first list or the second |ist.

(f) The nenbers of the board shall receive no conpensation for their
services on the board but shall be entitled to reinbursenent of their
actual and necessary expenses.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




