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STATE OF NEW YORK

8583

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

July 10, 2017

Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, COLTON, CAHILL, JAFFEE, FINCH, GLICK,
HOOPER, THI ELE -- read once and referred to the Committee on Govern-
mental Operations

AN ACT to anend the state finance law, in relation to the definition and
purchase of tropical hardwoods

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 165 of the state finance law is
anended by adding six new paragraphs f, g, h, i, j and k to read as
foll ows:

f. "Sustained managed forest” neans a forest that has been certified
by a forest certifier.

g. "Forest certifier" neans an independent, third party organi zation
that conducts conprehensive assessnents of forest nmanagenent practices
and environnental perfornance.

h. "Chain of custody" neans a process that provides docunentary
evidence verifying that a given wood product is derived froma certified
forest of origin.

i. "Chain of custody certifier" neans an independent third party
organi zation that certifies chain of custody.

j. "Environnentally preferable building material" neans one or nore of
the foll ow ng:

(i) reclained wood products;

(ii) biobased material; or

(iii) recycled plastic and other recycled materials.

k. "Third party" neans an entity which does not have an equity inter-
est in the land or the managenent of the forests being evaluated, and
i ndependent fromany tinber trade association.

8§ 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section 165 of the state finance
| aw, as added by chapter 83 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as
foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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a. Except as hereinafter provided, the state and any governnental
agency or political subdivision or public benefit corporation of the
state shall not purchase or obtain for any purpose any tropical hard-
woods or tropical hardwood products, wholesale or retail, in any form.
and shall seek to nmaxim ze the use of environnentally preferable build-
ing materials by whatever neans practicable by | aw

8§ 3. Section 165 of the state finance law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. Eligible certifier list. a. The governor shall direct the appro-
priate departnent or agency that he or she so designates to create a
list of eligible forest certifiers and chain of custody certifiers.

b. The designated departnent or agency shall pronulgate rules and
regulations when specifying the information that forest certifiers and
chain of custody certifiers provide in order to be deened eligible for
the purposes of fulfilling the eligibility requirenents of this section
Such eligibility requirenents shall include but not be linmted to:

(i) conducting on the ground audits, using an interdisciplinary team
of experts to evaluate the ecological, social. and economic inpact of
forest managenent practices; and

(ii) separate chain of custody certification, linking each certified
forest product to its certified forest of origin.

c. Once the designated departnent or agency has determined that a
certifier has net the eligibility requirenents specified, the certifier
shall be deened to be an approved and eligible certifier for purposes of
this section.

8 4. Subdivision 2 of section 165 of the state finance lawis anended
by adding a new paragraph e to read as foll ows:

e. Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened to prohibit any |oca
governnent from adopting any local law, ordinance., rule or reqgulation
governi ng the purchase of commpdities which is nore restrictive than the
provisions of this section relating to the use of tropical hardwoods or
wood products.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




