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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 9, 2017

Introduced by M of A RODRIGUEZ -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Housing

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to enacting the
"public housing safety and security act of 2017"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public housing | aw is anended by adding a new article

12-A to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE 12-A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG SAFETY AND SECURI TY

Section 310. Short title.

311. legislative findings.

312. Authority to issue grants.

313. Eligible activities.

314. Applications.

315. Periodic safety inspections.

316. Annual report.

8 310. Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited as
the "public housing safety and security act of 2017".

8§ 311. lLegislative findings. 1. (a) The state has a duty to provide
public housing that is decent, safe, secure and free fromcrine;

(b) Those who live in public housing projects in many areas of this
state suffer fromranpant crine, including break-ins, larceny, robbery,
burglary and rape;

(c) Gang activity is increasingly inposing a reign of terror on public
housing tenants; the increase in drug-related crine not only leads to
murders, nmuggi ngs, and other forns of violence against tenants, but also
to a deterioration of the physical environnment that requires substanti al
governnent expenditures; and

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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(d) Local law enforcenent authorities often |lack the resources to dea
with the constant surveillance and patrolling in public housing partic-
ularly in light of the recent reductions in federal aid to cities.

2. Recent events at certain housing projects denonstrate that these
issues are serious, pressing and in need of inmediate attention

8§ 312. Authority to issue grants. The division, in accordance with the
provisions of this article, nmay issue grants to public housing authori-
ties or agencies for use in inproving security in public housing
proj ects.

8 313. Eligible activities. A public housing authority or agency nmay
use a grant under this article for:

1. the enploynent of security personnel in public housing projects;

2. reinbursenent of local law enforcenent agencies for additiona
security and protective services for public housing projects;

3. physical inprovenents in public housing projects which are specif-
ically designed to enhance security;

4. training, communications equipnent, and other related equi pnent for
use by voluntary public housing tenant patrols acting in cooperation
with local law enforcenent officials;

5. providing funding to nonprofit public housing resident nanagenent
corporations and tenant councils to develop security prograns involving
site residents; and

6. purchase and installation of caneras throughout public areas of
public housing buildings.

8§ 314. Applications. 1. To receive a grant under this article, a
public housing authority or agency shall subnit an application to the
conm ssioner at such tine, in such nmanner, and acconpani ed by such addi -

tional information as the conmissioner may reasonably require. Such
application shall include, but not be limted to, a plan for addressing
security concerns/issues at the requesting public authority or agency.

2. The conmssioner shall approve applications under this article
based upon:

(a) the extent of the crine problemin the facilities of the public
housi ng proj ect:

(b) the quality of the plan of the public housing authority or agency
to address security concerns in the public housing project or projects;

(c) the capability of the public housing authority or agency to carry
out the plan; and

(d) the extent to which the local governnent and | ocal comunity
support the anti-crine activities of the public housing authority or
agency.

8 315. Periodic safety inspections. Periodic safety inspections by
division agents or enployees of public housing units are required. Such

inspections shall occur tw ce per year and ensure that public housing
units conmport with (1) lead paint regulations; (2) have sufficient and
operational locking doors; (3) entrances and doorways into and out of
buil dings are secure and structurally sound; (4) windows in public areas

have adequate | ocking devices that work; and (5) such other and further
inspection as is deenmed necessary by the division. The agency shal
develop requlations sufficient to effect inspections pursuant to this
section.

8 316. Annual report. The division shall subnmit an annual report to
the governor., tenporary president of the senate, speaker of the assem
bly, mnority |eader of the senate and the mnority |eader of the assem
bly, including, but not limted to, outlining the state of safety and

security at public housing units throughout the state; specific build-
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ings that have failed division inspection; violations; and nunber of

crines that have occurred at each project.
8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




