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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

July 10, 2017

Introduced by M of A MMGNARELLI -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Local Governments

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the nerger of
counties and cities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The general municipal lawis anended by adding a new arti-
cle 17-B to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 17-B
MERGER OF A COUNTY AND CI TY

Section 795-a. Conmmencing the proceeding.

795-b. Proposed nerger plan.

795-c. Publication of proposed nerger plan.

795-d. Public hearings on proposed nerger plan.

795-e. Referendumresolution for nerger.

795-f. Effective date of nerger plan.

795-g. Initiative of electors seeking nerger.

795-h. Conduct of referendum

795-i. Canvassing of vote; noratoriumon further referendum

795-j. Duty to approve proposed elector initiated nmerger plan.

795-k. Publication of proposed elector initiated nerger plan.

795-1. Public hearings on proposed elector initiated nerger
pl an.

795-m Effective date of elector initiated nerger plan; perms-
sive referendum

795-n. Court-ordered nerger; judicial hearing officer.

795-0. Wnding down the affairs of a nerged county and city.

795-p. Effect on actions and proceedings; disposition of
records, books and papers.

795-q. Effect on existing | aws.

795-r. Debts, liabilities and obligations.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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795-s. lLiability of officials and enpl oyees.
795-t. lLaws governing nerged entities.
795-u. Separability.

8 795-a. Commencing the proceeding. 1. Acity may be nerged with the
county in which it lies by the procedure described in this article to
create a nmerged entity.

2. The nerger proceedings may be commrenced by:

(a) a joint resolution of the governing body of the county and the
city to be nerged endorsing a proposed nerger plan; or

(b) elector initiative.

8 795-b. Proposed nerger plan. 1. The governing body of a county and
a city may, by joint resolution, endorse a proposed nerger plan for the
pur pose of commencing nerger proceedings under this article.

2. The proposed nerger plan shall specify:

(a) the nane of the county and city to be nerged

(b) the territorial boundaries of the nerging county and city:

(c) the type and/or class of the county and city:;

(d) a fiscal estimate of the cost of the nerger

(e) any plan for the transfer or elimnation of public enpl oyees;

(f) the county's and city's assets, including but not linmted to rea
and personal property, and the fair value thereof in current noney of
the United States;

(g) the county's and city's liabilities and indebtedness, bonded and
otherwise, and the fair value thereof in current noney of the United
St at es;

(h) any agreenents entered into with the county to be nerged by other
muni cipalities within such county in order to carry out the nerger;

(i) the manner and neans by which the residents of the county and city
will continue to be furnished nunicipal services by the nerged entity
follow ng the nmerger

(j) terns for the disposition of the county's and <city's assets and
the disposition of their liabilities and indebtedness., including the
levy and collection of the necessary taxes and assessnents therefor;

(k) findings as to whether any local laws, ordinances, rules or regu-
lations of the county or city shall renmain in effect after the effective
date of the nmerger or shall remnin in effect for a period of tine other
than as provided by section seven hundred ninety-five-q of this article;

(1) the effective date of the proposed nerger;

(M the tinme and place or places for a public hearing or hearings on
the proposed nerger plan pursuant to section seven hundred ninety-five-d
of this article; and

(n) any other natter desirable or necessary to carry out the nerger.

8 795-c. Publication of proposed nerger plan. No later than five
busi ness days after comencenent of nerger proceedings pursuant to
section seven hundred ninety-five-b of this article, the governing body
of the nerging county and city shall

1. cause a copy of the proposed nerger plan, along with a descriptive

summary thereof, to be displayed and readily accessible to the public
for inspection in a public place or places within the city:;

2. cause the proposed nerger plan, along with a descriptive sumary
thereof and a reference to the public place or places within the city
where a copy thereof may be exam ned., to be displayed on a website nmain-
tained by the city and on a website maintained by the county to be
ner ged;

3. arrange to be published a descriptive sunmmary of the proposed nerg-
er plan and a reference to the public place or places within the city
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where a copy thereof may be exam ned, at |east once each week for four
successive weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation within the
county and city; and

4. cause the proposed nerger plan to be mailed by certified or reqgis-
tered mail to the governing body of the county to be nerged.

8§ 795-d. Public hearings on proposed nerger plan. 1. The governing
body of the county and city to be nmerged shall set a tine and pl ace or
pl aces for one or nore public hearings on the proposed nerger plan. The
hearing or hearings shall be held no less than thirty-five days and no
nore than ninety days after commencenent of nerger proceedi ngs pursuant
to section seven hundred ninety-five-b of this article. Any interested
person shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on any aspect
of the proposed nerger.

2. The public hearing or hearings shall be held on notice of at |east
ten days, but not nore than twenty days, published in a newspaper or
newspapers having general circulation within the county and city to be
nerged and di splayed on a website nmintained by the city and on a
website maintained by the county to be nerged. The notice of the hearing
or hearings shall provide a descriptive summary of the proposed nerger
plan and a reference to the public place or places within the city where
a copy of such plan may be exam ned

3. After conpletion of the final hearing, the governing body of the
county and city to be nmerged nmmy anend the proposed nerger plan
provided that the anended version conplies with the provisions of subdi-
vision two of section seven hundred ninety-five-b of this article and is
publicized pursuant to subdivision four of this section, and/or approve
a final version of the nerger plan, or decline to proceed further with
nerger proceedings. Any approval by a governing body of a final version
of the nmerger plan nust occur within one hundred eighty days of the
final hearing.

4. No later than five business days after amending the proposed nerger
pl an, the governing bodies of the county and city to be nerged shall

(a) cause a copy of the anended version of the proposed nerger plan,
along with a descriptive summary thereof, to be displayed and readily
accessible to the public for inspectionin a public place or places
within the city; and

(b) cause the anended version of the proposed nerger plan, along wth
a descriptive summary thereof and a reference to the public place or
places within the city where a copy thereof may be exanined, to be
displayed on a website mintained by the city and on a website main-
tained by the county to be nerged.

8 795-e. Referendumresolution for nerger. 1. Contenporaneous wth
the final approval of the nmerger plan pursuant to subdivision three of
section seven hundred ninety-five-d of this article, the governing
bodies of the county and city shall enact a joint resolution calling for
a referendum on the proposed nerger by the electors in the county and
city.

2. The resolution calling for the referendumon the proposed nerger
shal | :

(a) provide (i) the nanme of the county and city to be nerged; and (ii)
the date for the referenduns., in accordance with subdivision one of
section seven hundred ninety-five-h of this article;

(b) state the substance of the question to be subnmitted to the elec-
tors; and
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(c) set forth such other matters as nmay be necessary to call, provide
for and give notice of the referenduns and to provide for the conduct
thereof and the canvass of the returns thereupon.

3. The joint resolution calling for the referenduns on the proposed
nerger shall have attached to it the final approved version of the nerg-

er plan.
8§ 795-f. Effective date of nerger plan. A county and city nerged

pursuant to a nerger plan shall continue to be governed as before being
nerged until the effective date of the nerger specified in the nerger
plan; provided, however, that no nerger plan shall take effect unless
approved by a majority of electors of both the county and the <city at
referenduns called through a joint resolution enacted pursuant to
section seven hundred ninety-five-e of this article.

8§ 795-¢g. Initiative of electors seeking nmerger. 1. The electors of a
county or city may conmence a nerger proceeding by filing an origina
petition, containing not |less than the nunber of signatures provided for
in subdivision two of this section and in the form provided for in
subdi vision three of this section with the the county clerk. Acconpany-
ing the filed petition shall be a cover sheet containing the nane,
address and tel ephone nunber of an individual who signed the petition
and who will serve as a contact person.

2. The petition shall contain the signatures of at |east ten percent
of the nunber of electors or ten thousand el ectors, whichever is |ess,
in the county to be nerged; provided, however, that where the county to
be nmerged contains fifty thousand or fewer electors, the petition shal
contain the signatures of at |east twenty percent of the nunber of elec-
tors. Additionally, at least thirty percent of the required nunber of
signatures on the petition nmust be from electors in the city to be
nerged. No signature on a petitionis valid unless it is an origina
signature of an el ector.

3. The petition shall substantially conply with, and be circulated in,
the following form

PETI TI ON FOR COUNTY AND CI TY MERGER

We, the undersigned, electors and legal voters of the county of
(insert nane of the county). New York, qualified to vote at the next
general or special election, respectfully petition that there be subnit-
ted to the electors of the county of (nane of the county proposed to be
nerged), for their approval or rejection at a referendumheld for that
pur pose, a proposal to nerge the county of (nanme of the county) with the
city of (name of the city).

In witness whereof, we have signed our nanes on the dates indicated
next to our signatures.

Dat e Name - print nane under signature Home Address

N =

(On the bottom of each page of the petition, after all of the nunbered
signatures, insert a signed statement of a witness who is a duly quali -
fied elector of the state of New York. Such a statenent shall be
accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it
contains a material false statenent, shall subject the person signing it
to the sane penalties as if he or she has been duly sworn. The form of
such statenent shall be substantially as foll ows:

|, (insert nane of witness), state that | ama duly qualified voter of
the state of New York. Each of the persons that have signed this peti-
tion sheet containing (insert nunber) signatures, have signed their
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nanes in ny presence on the dates indicated above and identified them
selves to be the sane person who signed the sheet. | understand that
this statenent will be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an
affidavit, and if it contains a materially false statenent. shal
subject ne to the penalties of perjury.

Dat e Si gnature of W¢tness)

(Inlieu of the signed statenent of a witness who is a duly qualified
voter of the state of New York, the followi ng statenent signed by a
notary public or a conmi ssioner of deeds shall be accepted:

On the date indicated above before ne personally canme each of the
electors and |l egal voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet
containing (insert nunber) signatures, who signed the petition in ny
presence and who, being by nme duly sworn, each for hinself or herself,
identified hinself or herself as the one and sane person who signed the
petition and that the foregoing information they provided was true.

Dat e Not ary Public or Conm ssioner of Deeds)
4. An alteration or correction of infornmation appearing on a
petition's signature line, other than an un-initialed signature and

date, shall not invalidate such signature.

5. In matters of form this section shall be liberally construed, not
inconsistent with substantial conpliance thereto and the prevention of
fraud.

6. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking nerger
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, the clerk with whomthe
petition was filed shall nake a final determ nation regarding the suffi-
ciency of the signatures on the petition and provide tinely witten
notice of such determnation to the contact person naned in the cover
sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact person or any individual
who signed the petition may seek judicial review of such determ nation
in a proceeding pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil practice
| aw and rul es.

7. Upon the clerk's determination that the petition contains not |ess
than the nunber of signatures of electors required in subdivision tw of
this section, the governing body of the county and city to be nerged
shall, no later than thirty days thereafter, enact a joint resolution in
accordance wth subdivision two of section seven hundred ninety-five-e
of this article calling for a referendumon the proposed nerger by the
electors in the county and the city and set a date for such referendum

8 795-h. Conduct of referendum 1. A referendumon a proposed nerger
required by sections seven hundred ninety-five-e and seven hundred nine-
ty-five-g of this article shall be placed before the electors in the
county and the city to be nerged at a special election to be held not
less than sixty or nore than ninety days after the enactnent of a joint
resolution calling for the referendum provided, however, that in cases
where a county or city general election falls within such period. the
ref erendum questi on may be considered during a city general election.

2. Notice of the referendum shall be given to the electors of the
county and city to be nerged by publication in a newspaper having a
general circulation within the boundaries of the county at |east once a
week for four consecutive weeks inmmediately prior to the referendum The
notice shall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) a summary of the contents of the joint resolution and nerger plan
or petition for nerger, as the case nmy be;
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(b) a statenent as to where nay be exanined copies of the joint resol-
ution and nerger plan or petition for nerger. as the case nay be;

(c) the nane of the county and city to be nerged and a statenent fully
describing their territory;

(d) the tine and place or places at which the referendumwi || be held;
and
(e) such other matters as may be necessary to call, provide for and

give notice of the referendumand to provide for the conduct thereof and
the canvass of the returns thereupon.

3. The referendum question placed before the electors of the county
and the city to be nerged shall be in a formreading substantially as
foll ows:

"Shall (insert nane of the county and the nane of the city) be nerged?

YES

NO m

4. In any referendum held pursuant to this title, the county or the
city to be nerged holding the referendum shall bear the costs associ ated
with the conduct of such referendum

5. In any referendum held pursuant to this article, and except as
otherwi se specified herein, the referendumshall be conducted in the
sane manner as other municipal elections or referenduns for the county
or city conducting the referendum

8 795-i. Canvassing of vote; noratoriumon further referendum 1. 1In
any referendum held pursuant to this article, the ballots cast shall be
counted, returns made and canvassed and results certified in the sane
nanner as other nunicipal elections or referenduns for the county or
city conducting the referendum

2. The nmerger shall not take effect unless a nmpjority of the electors
voting in both the county and the city in which the referenduns are held
vote in favor of nerger. If such a mapjority vote does not result from
either referendum the referenduns shall fail and nerger shall not take
effect.

3. If merger is approved by a majority of the electors voting in both
the county and the city referenduns, certificates of such results ime-
diately shall be filed with the secretary of state and with the clerks
of the city and county in which the nerger is to occur

4. |f either referendumshall fail, the nmerger process specified by
this article shall not be initiated for the county or city within four
years of the date of such referendum This subdivision, however, does
not apply to a perm ssive referendum conducted pursuant to section seven
hundred ninety-five-mof this article.

8 795-j. Duty to approve proposed elector initiated nerger plan. 1
In the case of a proposed nerger of a county and a city properly initi-
ated by petition of electors pursuant to section seven hundred ni nety-
five-g of this article, if a majority of the electors voting at each
referendum vote in favor of nmerger, the county's and city's governing
bodi es shall neet within thirty days after certification of the favora-
ble vote and, wthin one hundred eighty days of such neeting, prepare
and approve a proposed elector initiated nerger plan.

2. The proposed elector initiated nerger plan shall specify:

(a) the nane of the county and city to be nerged;

(b) the territorial boundaries of the county and city;

(c) the type and/or class of the county and city;

(d) a fiscal estimate of the cost of nerger

(e) any plan for the transfer or elimnation of public enployees:;
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(f) the county's and city's assets, including but not limted to rea
and personal property, and the fair value thereof in current noney of
the United States;

(g) the county's and city's liabilities and indebtedness. bonded and
otherwise, and the fair value thereof in current noney of the United
St at es;

(h) any agreenents entered into by other municipalities the county to
be nerged in order to carry out the nerger;

(i) the manner and neans by which the residents of the county and city
will continue to be furnished nmunicipal services by the nerged entity
followi ng the nmerger

(j) terms for the disposition of the county's and city's assets and
the disposition of their liabilities and indebtedness, including the
levy and collection of the necessary taxes and assessnents therefor;

(k) findings as to whether any local |aws, ordinances, rules or regu-
lations of the county or city shall remain in effect after the effective
date of the nerger or shall remain in effect for a period of tine other
than as provided by section seven hundred ninety-five-q of this article;

(1) the effective date of the nerger;

(M the tinme and place or places for a public hearing or hearings on
such proposed nerger plan pur suant to section seven hundr ed
ninety-five-1 of this article; and

(n) any other matter desirable or necessary to carry out the nerger.

8 795-k. Publication of proposed elector initiated nerger plan. No
later than five business days after approving an elector initiated nerg-
er plan pursuant to section seven hundred ninety-five-j of this article,
the governi ng bodies of the county and city to be nerged shall

1. cause a copy of the proposed elector initiated nerger plan, along
with a descriptive summary thereof, to be displayed and readily accessi -
ble to the public for inspection in a public place or places within the
city;

2. cause the proposed elector initiated nerger plan, along wth a
descriptive summary thereof and a reference to the public place or plac-
es within the city where a copy thereof may be exam ned, to be displayed
on _a website nmaintained by the city and on a website maintained by the
county to be nerged; and

3. arrange to be published a descriptive summary of the proposed el ec-
tor initiated nmerger plan and a reference to the public place or places
within the city where a copy thereof may be exanined, at |east once each
week for four successive weeks in a newspaper having a general circu-
lation within the county; and

4. cause the proposed elector initiated nerger plan to be mailed by

certified or registered mail to the governing body of the county in
which the city is situated.
8 795-1. Public hearings on proposed elector initiated nerger plan

1. The governing bodies of the county and city to be nerged shall set a
time and place or places for one or nore public hearings on the proposed
elector initiated nerger plan. The hearing or hearings shall be held no
less than thirty-five days and no nore than ninety days after the
proposed elector initiated nerger plan is approved pursuant to section
seven hundred ninety-five-j of this article. Any interested person shal
be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on any aspect of the
proposed nerger.

2. The public hearing or hearings shall be held on notice of at |east
ten days, but not nore than twenty days, published in a newspaper or
newspapers having general circulation within the county and city to be
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nerged and displayed on a website maintained by the city and on a
website maintained by the county to be nerged. The notice of the hearing
or hearings shall provide a descriptive sunmary of the proposed el ector
initiated nerger plan, and a reference to the public place or places
within the city where a copy of such plan may be exan ned.

3. After conpletion of the final hearing, the governing body of the
county and city to be nmerged may anend the proposed elector initiated
nerger plan, provided that the anended version conplies wth the
provisions of subdivision two of section seven hundred ninety-five-j of
this article and is publicized pursuant to subdivision four of this
section. The governing bodies nust approve a final version of the el ec-
tor initiated nerger plan within sixty days of such final hearing.

4. No later than five business days after amending the proposed el ec-
tor initiated nerger plan. the governing body of the county and city to
be nerged shall:

a) cause a co of the anmended version of the proposed elector initi-
ated nerger plan, along with a descriptive sunmary thereof, to be
displayed and readily accessible to the public for inspectionin a
public place or places within the city; and

(b) cause the anmended version of the proposed elector initiated nerger
plan. along with a descriptive summary thereof and a reference to the
public place or places within the city where a copy thereof may be exam
ined, to be displayed on a website maintained by the city and on a

website maintained by the county to be nerged.
8 795-m FEffective date of elector initiated nerger plan; permssive

ref erendum 1. A county and city nerged pursuant to an elector initi-
ated nerger plan shall continue to be governed as before the nerger
until the effective date of the nerger specified in the elector initi-

ated nerger plan, which date shall be no less than forty-five days after
final approval of such plan pursuant to subdivision three of section
seven hundred ninety-five-1 or subdivision three of section seven
hundred ninety-five-n of this article.

2. Notwi t hstandi ng subdivision one of this section, the elector initi-
ated nerger plan shall not take effect if., no later than forty-five days
after final approval of such plan pursuant to subdivision three of
section seven hundred ninety-five-1 or subdivision three of section
seven hundred ninety-five-n of this article, electors of the county and
the city to be nerged shall

(a) file an original petition, containing not less than the nunber of
signatures provided for in subdivision three of this section, seeking a
referendum on the guestion whether the elector initiated nerger plan
shall take effect, with the county clerk; and

(b) thereafter less than a majority of the electors vote in the affir-
nmative on such question at a referendum

3. The petition shall be circulated, signed and authenticated in
substantial conpliance with the provisions of section seven hundred
ninety-five-g of this article, shall contain the signatures of at |east
twenty percent of the nunber of electors or fifteen thousand electors,
whi chever is less, in the county to be nerged, and shall be acconpani ed
by a cover sheet containing the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of an

i ndi vidual who signed the petition and who wll serve as a contact
per son.

4. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking a referendum
on whether the elector initiated nmerger plan shall take effect, the

clerk with whomthe petition was filed shall nmake a final deternination
regarding the sufficiency of the nunber of signatures on the petition
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and provide tinely witten notice of such deternmination to the contact
person naned in the cover sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact
person or any individual who signed the petition may seek judicial
review of such deternmination in a proceeding pursuant to article seven-
ty-eight of the civil practice law and rules. Upon the clerk's determ -
nation that the petition contains no less than the required nunber of
signatures, the governing bodies of the county and the city to be nerged
shall within thirty days enact a joint resolution calling for referen-
duns by the electors on the question whether the elector initiated nerg-
er plan shall take effect and set a date for such referenduns in accord-
ance with subdivision five of this section.

5. The referenduns on the question whether the elector initiated nerg-
er plan shall take effect shall be submtted at a special election to be
held not less than sixty or nore than ninety days after enactnment of a
joint resolution pursuant to subdivision four of this section., provided.
however, that in cases where a county or a city general election falls
within such period, the referendum question my be considered during a
county or a city general election.

6. Notice of the referenduns shall be given to the electors of the
county and the city to be nerged by publication in a newspaper having a
general circulation within the boundaries of the county at |east once a
week for four consecutive weeks inmediately prior to the referenduns.
The notice shall include, but not be |[imted to:

(a) a summary of the contents of the joint resolution and elector
initiated nmerger plan;

(b) a_ statenment as to where nmay be exami ned a copy of the joint
resolution and elector initiated nerger plan;

(c) the tine and place or places at which the referenduns wll be
held. in accordance with subdivision five of this section; and

(d) such other nmmtters as may be necessary to call, provide for and

give notice of the referenduns and to provide for the conduct thereof
and the canvass of the returns thereupon.

7. In a referendum held pursuant to this section, the referendum
question shall be placed before the electors of the county or the city
to be nerged in a formreading substantially as foll ows:

"The voters of the county/city of (nane of county/city to be nerged)
having previously voted to nerge wth the city/county of (nane of
city/county to be nerged)., shall the elector initiated nerger plan take
effect?

YES

NO "

8. The elector initiated nerger plan shall not take effect unless a
majority of the electors voting in the county and the city to which the
petition applies votes in favor of nerger. |If such a majority vote does
not result in either referendum the referenduns shall fail and nerger
shall not take effect.

8 795-n. Court-ordered nmerger; judicial hearing officer. 1. |f the
governing body of a county or a city with a duty to prepare and approve
a proposed elector initiated nerger plan pursuant to section seven
hundred ninety-five-j of this article fails to prepare and approve such
plan or is otherwi se unable or unwilling to acconplish and conplete the
nerger pursuant to the provisions of this article, then any five el ec-
tors who signed the petition seeking nerger nmmy commence a speci al
proceeding against the county or city pursuant to article seventy-eight
of the civil practice law and rules, in the suprenme court wthin the
judicial district in which the county or the city or the greater portion
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of its territory is located, to conpel conpliance with the provisions of
this article.

2. 1If the petitioners in such special proceeding shall substantially
prevail, then the court shall issue an injunction ordering the governing
body to conply with the applicable provisions of this article. If the
governing body violates the injunction, the court shall appoint a hear-
ing officer pursuant to article forty-three of the civil practice |aw
and rules to hear and determine an elector initiated nerger plan for the
city that conplies wth the provisions of subdivision two of section
seven hundred ninety-five-j of this article.

3. The final deternmination of the judicial hearing officer shal
constitute the final approval of the elector initiated nerger plan and
provide that such plan takes effect forty-five days after the filing of
such determnation., unless a petition for a permssive referendumis
properly filed pursuant to section seven hundred ninety-five-m of this
article.

4. In any proceeding pursuant to this section in which the petitioners

substantially prevail, the costs of such proceeding, including the costs
of any judicial hearing officer appointed pursuant to subdivision tw of
this section. shall be borne by the county or the city at the rate

provided for in article twenty-two of the judiciary |law and requl ations

promul gat ed pursuant thereto.
8§ 795-0. Wnding down the affairs of a nerged county and city. 1

Upon the successful conpletion of nerger proceedings pursuant to this
article, the governing bodies of the nerging county and city shall w nd
down the affairs thereof, dispose of their property as provided by |aw
nake provisions for the paynent of all indebtedness thereof and for the
performance of their contracts and obligations, and, if applicable and
appropriate under law, levy taxes and assessnents as necessary to accom
plish the nerger

2. In furtherance of its duty to wind down the affairs of the county
or city, the governing body shall cause notice to be given, in the sane
nmanner as notice for a proposed nerger plan pursuant to section seven
hundred ninety-five-c of this article, requiring all clains against the
nerging county or city, excluding any of its outstanding securities, to
be filed within a tine fixed in the notice, but not |ess than three
nonths or nore than six nonths, and all clains not so filed shall be
forever barred. At the expiration of such tine the governing body shal
adjudicate clainse so filed, and any resident of the county or city at
the tinme of the effective date of the nerger may appear and defend
against any claimso filed, or the governing body may in its discretion
appoint sone person for that purpose.

8 795-p. Effect on actions and proceedings; disposition of records,
books and papers. 1. Except as otherwi se provided for in this article,

no action for or against the county or city to be nerged shall abate,
nor shall any claim for or against it be affected by reason of their
ner ger.

2. Upon the nerger of a county and a city, all their records, books

and papers shall be deposited with the clerk of the nmerged entity, and
they shall thereupon becone a part of the records of the nerged entity.
3. Upon the nerger of local justice courts, all court records of such
court shall be deposited with a justice court judge to be designated by
the adnmnistrative judge of the judicial district within which the nerg-
ing justice court is |located. The designated justice court judge shal

have authority to execute and conplete all unfinished business.
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8 795-9g. Effect on existing laws. 1. Except as otherw se provided in
the nerger plan or elector initiated nmerger plan, as the case may be,
all local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of a county or a city
in effect on the date of the nerger of such county or city, including
but not limted to zoning ordinances, shall remain in effect for a peri-
od of tw years following nerger, as if same had been duly adopted by
the nerged entity and shall be enforced by the nerged entity within the
limts of the merged county or city, except that the nmerged entity shal
have the power at any tine to anend or repeal such local laws, ordi-
nances, rules or reqgulations in the manner as other local laws, ordi-
nances, rules or requlations of the nerged entity.

2. If the county or city has a zoning board of appeals. or a planning
board, or both, and the nerged entity does not, then upon nerger the
nerged entity shall act in place of such board or boards until the
nerged entity shall have appointed such board or boards for the nerged
entity in accordance with the provisions of the county |law. Such
appointnments may be nade prior to nmerger, to becone effective upon the
effective date of nerger.

8 795-r. Debts, liabilities and obligations. The outstanding debts,
liabilities and obligations of the nerged county and city shall be
assuned by the nerged entity in which the nerged county and city was
situated and shall be a charge upon the taxable property wthin the
limts of the nerged county and city, collected in the sane manner as
county taxes. The nerged entity shall have all powers wth respect to
the debts, liabilities and obligations as the governing body of the
nerged county and city possessed prior to their nerger, including the
power to issue county bonds to redeem bond anticipation notes issued by
the nmerged county and city.

8 795-s. liability of officials and enployees. In the absence of
fraud, gross negligence or willful msfeasance, no officer or enployee
of a county or city shall be held personally liable upon any claimaris-
ing fromthe nmerger of a county and a city pursuant to this article or
any circunstances connected with such nerger.

8 795-t. LlLaws governing nerged entities. Any nerged entity created
under this article shall be considered both a city and a county and
shall be governed by the county | aw

8 795-u. Separability. If any section. subdivision, paragraph or other
part of this article shall be adjudged invalid by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction, such judgnent shall not invalidate the remainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the section, subdivision
paragraph or other part directly involved in the controversy wherein
such judgnent shall have been rendered.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




