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STATE OF NEW YORK

8203

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 2, 2017

Introduced by M of A NOLAN, COLTON, DI CKENS, FAHY, GALEF, GIONAJ,
JAFFEE, JENNE, OTlS, QUART, ROSENTHAL, ZEBROWSKI -- Milti-Sponsored by
-- M of A ABBATE, BRAUNSTEI N, CAH LL, MOSLEY -- read once and
referred to the Conmi ttee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to requiring schools to
adopt a school neal policy regardi ng unpaid school neal fees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new section 908 to
read as foll ows:

8 908. School neal policy. 1. a. The board of education, the trustee,
or the board of trustees of each school district, board of cooperative
educational services, county vocational education and extension boards,
charter school, and non-public school in this state that provides a neal
to students during the school day shall adopt and inplenent a policy to
ensure that: (i) a student who is enrolled in the National School lLunch
Program School Breakfast Programor Special MIk Programis not shaned
or treated differently than a student who is not enrolled in such
progranms; and (ii) a student whose parent or guardian has unpaid schoo
neal fees is not shanmed or treated differently than a student whose
parent or guardian does not have unpaid school neal fees. For the
purposes of this section, different treatnent or sham ng shall include,
but not be limted to, publicly naning or |abeling a student, denying or
delaying a neal to a student, or requiring a student to do chores for a
neal .

b. The policy adopted pursuant to this subdivision shall: (i) explain
how school personnel and volunteers will be trained to ensure that the
policy is inplenented; (ii) designate a school adnministrator or adminis-
trators responsible for inplenentation of the policy; and (iii) estab-
lish procedures to address violations of the policy. Violations of the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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policy nay be appealed to the conmmi ssioner pursuant to the rules and
reqgul ati ons of the departnent.

c. The policy adopted pursuant to this subdivision shall be incorpo-
rated into any contract with a food service managenent conpany to
provide neals to students in a school.

d. The policy adopted pursuant to this subdivision shall be adopted
with input fromschool personnel, parents, students and any other inter-
ested parties.

e. This section shall not apply to school districts or schools where
all students are eligible for a school neal under the Community Eliqi-
bility Provision of the federal National School Lunch Act.

2. a. The board of education, the trustee, or the board of trustees of
each school district, board of cooperative educational services, county
vocational education and extension boards, charter school, and non-publ -
ic school in this state that provides a neal to students during the
school day but does not participate in the Conmmunity Eligibility
Provision of the federal National School Lunch Act shall distribute
informati on about school neal prograns available to students. The infor-
nmation to be distributed shall include, but not be limted to: (i) a
description of each school neal program (ii) programeligibility crite-
ria; (iii) the cost of a school neal programto the student's parent or
guardi an; (iv) how paynents nmay be nade and how unpaid neal fees will be
collected; and (v) enrollnent forms for school neal prograns and a

description of the enrollnment process, including the nane of a person or
persons whom a parent or guardian nmy consult about school nea

progr ans.
b. The information required to be distributed pursuant to this subdi-
vision shall be provided, in witing, to all parents or quardi ans of

students and distributed in school enrollnent packets and published on
the school or school district website.

3. a. FEach school or school district shall establish a policy and
advi se parents and guardians in witing and on the school or schoo
district website about: (i) nethods by which parents or guardi ans of
students nmay pay school neal fees, such as prepaynent and automatic
paynents for school neals as well as the use of technology to inprove
tinely paynents of school neal fees; and (ii) actions that the schoo
will take to collect unpaid school neal fees fromparents or guardians.

b. A school or school district shall only comunicate directly with a
parent or guardi an about paynent of school neal fees or collection of

unpai d school neal fees and shall not direct any action or comunication
about such fees to or through a student.

C. If a parent or quardian has accrued unpaid school neal fees equa
to or greater than the value of five full-priced neals and, before
collecting unpaid fees, the school shall: (i) exhaust all options and

net hods to directly certify the student for free or reduced-price neals;
and (ii) in cases where the school cannot directly certify the student,
provide the parent or guardian with an application for enrollnent of the
student in a school neal program and contact the parent or guardi an of
the student, in witing, to encourage themto apply for such program

4. Each school or school district shall establish procedures to
coll ect unpaid school neal fees in accordance with the infornmation about
best practices adopted by the conm ssioner and inform parents and guard-
ians of students enrolled in school neal prograns, in witing., about
debt collection of school neal fees and on the school or school district
websi t e.
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8§ 2. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 41-a to read as foll ows:

41-a. The commissioner shall identify and eval uate nethodol ogi es and
practices utilized by schools and school districts, both wthin the
state and nationally, and dissemnate detailed information to schools
and school districts about best practices regarding service of neals to
students wthout funds to pay the school neal fees, nethods of paynent
that can inprove tinely paynent of school neal fees, and collection of
debt for unpaid school neal fees. The comm ssioner shall submt a report
containing such infornmation to the legislature on or before July first,
two t housand ei ghteen.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




