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Introduced by M of AL BRINDI SI -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governmental Enployees

AN ACT to amend the retirenent and social security law, in relation to
i mpai rnents of health, presunption and staph/ MRSA

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The retirement and social security law is anmended by adding
a new section 363-ddd to read as foll ows:

§ 363-ddd. Inpairnments of health; presunption; Staph/MRSA. Notwith-
standi ng any provision of this chapter or of any general, special or
local law to the contrary, any police officer or firefighter who is
covered by the provisions of section three hundred sixty-three of this
title and who contracts nethicillin resistant staphyl ococcus aureus
(MRSA) or Staph/MRSA will be presuned to have contracted such disease in
the performance or discharge of his or her duties as the natural and
proximate result of an accident and to be disabled fromthe perfornmance
of his or her duties unless the contrary be proven by conpetent
evi dence.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

FI SCAL NOTE. - - Pursuant to Legislative Law, Section 50:

This bill will affect certain nenbers of the New York State and Loca
Police and Fire Retirenment System by presunming that contracting MRSA or
Staph/ MRSA will qualify themfor an accidental disability retirenent,
unl ess the contrary be proven by conpetent evidence.

If this bill is enacted, it would lead to nore disabilities being
classified as "accidental". For the disabilities so classified due to
this bill, the cost would depend on whether such person would have

otherwise been eligible for an ordinary disability, a performance of
duty disability or a service retirenment. For those who contract such
disease prior to being eligible to receive an ordinary disability
retirenent, it is estimated that there would be an average per person
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cost of approximately 9 times final average salary. For those who
contract such di sease who would be eligible to receive an ordinary disa-
bility retirenent, it is estimated that there would be an average per
person cost of approximately 5 times final average salary. For those who
contract such disease who would be eligible to receive a perfornance of
duty disability retirenent, it is estimated that there would be an aver-
age per person cost of approximately 2.5 tines final average salary.
For those who contract such di sease who are eligible for service retire-
ment, it is estimated that there would be an average per person cost of
approximately 2 times final average sal ary.

However, we anticipate that few additional accidental disability
retirenents wll be granted, and thus, the resulting costs are expected
to be negligible.

Summary of rel evant resources:

The nmenbership data used in neasuring the inpact of the proposed
changes was the sanme as that used in the March 31, 2016 actuarial val ua-
tion.Distributions and other statistics can be found in the 2016 Report
of the Actuary and the 2016 Conprehensi ve Annual Fi nancial Report.

The actuarial assunptions and nmethods used are described in the 2015
and 2016 Annual Report to the Conptroller on Actuarial Assunptions, and
the Codes Rul es and Regul ations of the State of New York: Audit and
Contr ol

The Market Assets and GASB Disclosures are found in the March 31, 2016
New York State and Local Retirenment System Financial Statenments and
Suppl enentary | nformation

I am a nenber of the American Acadeny of Actuaries and neet the Quali -
fication Standards to render the actuarial opinion contained herein.

This estimate, dated January 19, 2017, and intended for use only
during the 2017 Legislative Session, is Fiscal Note No. 2017-28,
prepared by the Actuary for the New York State and Local Retirenent
System



