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Introduced by M of A MAGEE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel opnent

AN ACT to direct the comni ssioner of the office of parks, recreation and
historic preservation to develop a plan for the reinplenentation of
the barn grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The comni ssioner of the office of parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation is hereby authorized and directed to work with the
state conptroller and the board of the natural heritage trust to devel op
a plan for the reinplenmentation of the barn grant program of the year
two t housand.

§ 2. The conmi ssioner is directed to deliver a report to the chair of
the senate agriculture conmmittee within three nonths of the effective
date of this act. The report shall make reference to previous audits of
the former program and shall address the overall nandate of this act.
The report shall address the foll owi ng points:

(a) the viability of giving funds as rei nbursenent for costs incurred
as opposed to giving funds up-front;

(b) ways to ensure grantees have access to appropriate |egal counsel
or that grantees will be encouraged to seek | egal counsel at all stages
of their grant;

(c) the possibility of requiring that grantees subnit business pl ans,
undergo an audit, or otherwise denonstrate the viability of their
venture as a condition of being awarded a grant;

(d) the availability of resources within state agencies to perform
title searches and eval uate deed records;

(e) which, if any, private title search conpanies and independent
project managenent groups have already been vetted by the office of
general services;
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(f) the appropriateness of utilizing the national heritage trust to
receive and admnister grant funds, particularly funds that m ght be
given to private individuals and busi nesses.

8 3. The report shall also explore the viability of using multiple
application tracks such as:

(a) a strict reinplenentation of the barn grant program using its
original «criteria; projects on properties listed in, or eligible for
listing in, the National Register of Historic Places;

(b) projects that increase a facility's adaptability to extreme weath-
er events;

(c) projects that will maintain the distinct architectural features of
a barn or outbuilding though they will repurpose the structure to neet
the current needs of the associated farm s business plan, so long as the
bui | di ng woul d not be used for human habitation

8 4. The conmmissioner is encouraged to consult the National Trust for
Hi storic Preservation's "H storic Barns: Wrking Assets for Sustainable
Farms" white paper for additional guidance.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.



