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STATE OF NEW YORK

7367

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 25, 2017

Introduced by M of A MAGEE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Agriculture

AN ACT to authorize and direct the conmissioner of agriculture and
markets to study and develop a long-termstrategy for sustaining farm
ing and food production in New York state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The comnissioner of agriculture and markets is hereby
authorized and directed to study and develop a long-term strategy for
sustaining farmng and food production in New York state. At such
conm ssioner's discretion, the plan shall be based on an anal ysis of
| and use, economic trends, market trends, natural resource conservation
and ot her factors necessary to devel op a forward-1ooking statew de bl ue-
print for conserving productive land and maintaining the vitality of
agricultural production in New York state.

8 2. The comni ssioner of agriculture and markets is directed to give
particular focus to article 25-AA, section 300 et seq., of the agricul-
ture and markets |aw. Such conmi ssioner should evaluate the efficiency
and t horoughness of past applications of section 308 of article 25-AA of
the agriculture and nmarkets |law, and determne if that section of |aw
has protected farm and w thout allow ng section 306 of the agriculture
and markets law s grant of authority to preserve unacceptabl e practices.
Suggestions for reducing the nunber of inconclusive "sound agricultural
practi ce opinions" should also be included in the report.

8 3. The comni ssioner of agriculture and markets is further directed
to propose prograns that encourage: the independent growth of farns |ess
than 220 total acres in size, or that enploy "non-traditional" diversi-
fied sustainable practices, or that have aspects of their business not
directly related to conmodity market sales.

8 4. Such strategy nmay be developed in consultation with agricultura
and economi ¢ devel opnent advi sory bodi es created or authorized by statue

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
LBDO7793-01-7



O WNE

A 7367 2

and such other organizations or person as the conm ssioner of agricul-
ture and markets shall deem appropri ate.

8 5. Wthin one year of the effective date of this act, the comm s-
sioner of agriculture and markets shall submt a report of any findings
and reconmendations to the governor and the | egislature.

8§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately.



