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        AN  ACT  to  amend  the  banking law, in relation to refund anticipation
          loans

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The  banking law is amended by adding a new section 46 to
     2  read as follows:
     3    § 46. Refund anticipation loans. 1. As used in this section:
     4    (a) "Borrower" means a person who receives the proceeds  of  a  refund
     5  anticipation loan;
     6    (b)  "Facilitator" means a person who, individually, or in conjunction
     7  or cooperation with another person, makes a  refund  anticipation  loan,
     8  processes,  receives or accepts for delivery an application for a refund
     9  anticipation loan, issues a check in payment of refund anticipation loan
    10  proceeds, or in any other manner acts to allow the making  of  a  refund
    11  anticipation  loan.  The  term  does  not include a bank, trust company,
    12  savings bank, savings and loan association, credit union  or  person  or
    13  entity  issued  a  license  under the provisions of article nine of this
    14  chapter, operating under the laws of the United States or this state, or
    15  any person who acts solely as an intermediary and does not deal with the
    16  public in the making of a refund anticipation loan;
    17    (c) "Refund anticipation loan"  means  a  loan  arranged  to  be  paid
    18  directly from the proceeds of a borrower's income tax refund;
    19    (d)  "Refund  anticipation  loan fee" means any charges, fees or other
    20  consideration charged or imposed for the making of a refund anticipation
    21  loan. The term does not include any charges, fees or other consideration
    22  charged or imposed in the ordinary course of business by  a  facilitator
    23  for  services  that do not result in the making of a loan including, but
    24  not limited to, fees for tax return  preparation  services  or  for  the
    25  electronic filing of income tax returns; and
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     1    (e)  "Annual  percentage rate" shall have the same meaning as provided
     2  in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section six-l of this chapter.
     3    2.  At  the  time a borrower applies for a refund anticipation loan, a
     4  facilitator shall disclose to such borrower on a document that is  sepa-
     5  rate from the loan application:
     6    (a)  The  estimated  fee  for  preparing  and electronically filing an
     7  income tax return;
     8    (b) The refund anticipation loan fee schedule;
     9    (c) The annual percentage rate for the loan;
    10    (d) The estimated total cost to the borrower for  utilizing  a  refund
    11  anticipation loan;
    12    (e)  The estimated number of days within which the loan proceeds shall
    13  be paid to the borrower if the loan is approved;
    14    (f) The borrower is responsible for repayment of the loan and  related
    15  fees in the event the income tax refund is not paid or not paid in full;
    16  and
    17    (g)  The availability of electronic filing of the income tax return of
    18  the borrower and the average time  announced  by  the  Internal  Revenue
    19  Service  within which the borrower can expect to receive a refund if the
    20  borrower's return is electronically filed  and  the  borrower  does  not
    21  obtain a refund anticipation loan.
    22    3.  No  refund  anticipation  loan shall be made at any location other
    23  than a location in which the principal business is tax preparation.  All
    24  disclosure  documents  required by subdivision two of this section shall
    25  be available in English, Spanish and in any  other  language  spoken  by
    26  more  than  five  percent  of  the  population  in  the  vicinity of the
    27  facilitator's location.
    28    4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or the  general
    29  obligations  law, the interest rate for a refund anticipation loan shall
    30  not exceed (a) sixty percent per annum for the initial  twenty-one  days
    31  of such loan, and (b) twenty percent per annum for the period commencing
    32  on the twenty-second day of such loan and ending on the date of payment.
    33    5.  In  offering  to  facilitate or facilitating a refund anticipation
    34  loan, no facilitator shall engage in any of the following activities:
    35    (a) requiring a client to enter into a loan arrangement  in  order  to
    36  complete a tax return;
    37    (b)  misrepresenting a material factor or condition of a refund antic-
    38  ipation loan;
    39    (c) failing to process the application for a refund anticipation  loan
    40  promptly after the client applies for the loan; or
    41    (d)  engaging in any transaction, practice, or course of business that
    42  operates a fraud upon any person in  connection  with  a  refund  antic-
    43  ipation loan.
    44    6. Any facilitator who violates any provision of this section shall be
    45  subject  to  a  civil  penalty of not more than five hundred dollars for
    46  each such violation. Such penalty shall be assessed by  the  superinten-
    47  dent as provided in section forty-four of this article. In addition, any
    48  facilitator  who  violates any provision of this section shall be liable
    49  to any aggrieved borrower in an amount equal to three times  the  amount
    50  of the refund anticipation loan fee, plus reasonable attorney's fees, in
    51  a  civil  action  brought  by  the aggrieved borrower or by the attorney
    52  general on behalf of the aggrieved borrower.
    53    7. The superintendent may  prescribe  regulations  to  carry  out  the
    54  provisions and purposes of this section.
    55    §  2.  Nothing  in  this act shall be construed to impair or limit the
    56  validity of any additional local laws or regulations,  not  inconsistent
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     1  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, applicable to the making of refund
     2  anticipation loans.
     3    §  3.  If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this act
     4  be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be  invalid,  such
     5  judgment  shall  not  affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof
     6  but shall be applied in its operation to  the  clause,  sentence,  para-
     7  graph,  section  or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in
     8  which such judgment shall have been rendered.
     9    § 4. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
    10  ing the date on which it shall have become  a  law;  provided,  however,
    11  that effective immediately, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any
    12  rule  or  regulation necessary for the implementation of this act on its
    13  effective date are authorized and directed to be made and  completed  on
    14  or before such effective date.


