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STATE OF NEW YORK

7097

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 4, 2017

Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to prohibiting
illegal drug use and to authorize randomdrug testing of individuals
recei ving public assistance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 4 of section 132 of the social
services law, as added by section 23 of part B of chapter 436 of the
| aws of 1997, is anended and a new paragraph (b-1) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(b) When the screening process indicates that there is reason to
believe that an applicant or recipient is abusing or dependent on alco-
hol or drugs, or in the event a randomdrug test perforned by or on
behal f of the social services district indicates the presence of any
illegal drugs, the social services district shall require a formal alco-
hol or substance abuse assessnment, which may include drug testing, to be
perfornmed by an al cohol and/or substance abuse professional credential ed
by the office of al coholismand substance abuse services. The assessnent
may be perfornmed directly by the district or pursuant to contract with
the district. Applicants or recipients who are exenpt from participating
in work activities pursuant to section three hundred thirty-two of this
chapter shall be exenpt fromrandom drug testing.

(b-1) (i) Each social services district shall determ ne the nature and
extent of any random drug test based on the extent of the substance
abuse problemin the district, the nbost commonly abused substances, the
cost of drug testing, and the applicant or recipient's history of failed
drug tests, crimnal history related to controlled substances offenses,
if any, and whether there are children under the age of eighteen living
with the applicant or recipient.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(ii) The district shall advise each applicant or recipient that they

may refuse to take a randomdrug test and that such refusal shall not
inpact their eligibility for public assistance. An applicant or recipi-
ent who refuses to submt to a randomdrug test shall be required to

participate in a formal alcohol or substance abuse assessnent pursuant
to paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw provided, however, that the comm ssioner of tenporary
and disability assistance shall have the power to promulgate any rules
or regul ations necessary for the inplenentation of this act.




