
                STATE OF NEW YORK
        ________________________________________________________________________

                                          6876

                               2017-2018 Regular Sessions

                   IN ASSEMBLY

                                     March 22, 2017
                                       ___________

        Introduced  by M. of A. DICKENS -- read once and referred to the Commit-
          tee on Health

        AN ACT to amend the public  health  law,  in  relation  to  tuberculosis
          screening, outreach and services and making an appropriation therefor

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Title 2 of article 22 of the public health law  is  amended
     2  by adding a new section 2220 to read as follows:
     3    §  2220. Tuberculosis screening, outreach and services. 1. The depart-
     4  ment shall establish a program, or enhance existing  programs,  for  the
     5  prevention,  early  diagnosis  and treatment of cases of tuberculosis in
     6  areas of the state where  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  prevails  at
     7  epidemic levels. Such program shall provide a standardized level of care
     8  for  the systematic, routine and periodic examination of men, women, and
     9  children residing in such areas.
    10    2. Any physician, health care professional, or health organization who
    11  diagnoses a case or probable case of tuberculosis shall make  a  written
    12  report  of  such  finding  (i) to the parent or guardian of the affected
    13  child or to the affected adult, as the case may  be,  and  (ii)  to  the
    14  local  commissioner  of  health  or  public  health  director and to the
    15  commissioner. The local commissioner of health or public health director
    16  shall cause to be examined other family and  household  members  of  the
    17  affected  person every year for three years or such other period of time
    18  as the commissioner shall deem  advisable.  The  local  commissioner  of
    19  health or public health director shall advise other family and household
    20  members of the affected person of the seriousness of the disease, of the
    21  need  to  take  appropriate  sanitary  measures, of the need to take all
    22  prescribed medication, of the means of transmission of the disease,  and
    23  of other appropriate precautionary measures.
    24    3.  The commissioner, through local commissioners of health and public
    25  health directors, shall establish, in areas of epidemic, a comprehensive
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     1  program,  or  expand  existing  programs,  for  increased   tuberculosis
     2  outreach  and  screening,  upgraded  tuberculosis  registries,  enhanced
     3  follow-up on tuberculosis case reports, increased contact  investigation
     4  with  case  management, and improved follow-up on continued tuberculosis
     5  treatment for positive cases, including preventive medication and  regu-
     6  lar screening for high risk cases.
     7    4.  The  commissioner,  and  local  commissioners of health and public
     8  health directors shall develop and implement,  or  enhance  and  further
     9  implement,  in  areas  of  epidemic,  a  program for the disbursement of
    10  grants to facilities subject to article twenty-eight  of  this  chapter,
    11  local  and state correctional facilities, and other appropriate communi-
    12  ty-based  organizations,  including  reproductive  health  clinics   and
    13  services, for the purposes of providing the services set forth in subdi-
    14  vision three of this section.
    15    5.  The  commissioner may promulgate such rules and regulations as are
    16  necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.
    17    § 2. The sum of eight million dollars ($8,000,000), or so much thereof
    18  as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the department of  health
    19  from  any moneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the credit
    20  of the local assistance  account  not  otherwise  appropriated  for  the
    21  purposes  of  making  grants provided for by the provisions of this act.
    22  Such sum shall be payable on the audit and warrant of  the  state  comp-
    23  troller on vouchers certified or approved by the commissioner of health,
    24  or  his duly designated representative in the manner provided by law. No
    25  expenditure shall be made from this appropriation until a certificate of
    26  approval of availability shall have been issued by the director  of  the
    27  budget  and  filed  with the state comptroller and a copy filed with the
    28  chairman of the senate finance committee and the chairman of the  assem-
    29  bly ways and means committee.  Such certificate may be amended from time
    30  to  time by the director of the budget and a copy of each such amendment
    31  shall be filed with the state comptroller, the chairman  of  the  senate
    32  finance  committee  and  the  chairman  of  the  assembly ways and means
    33  committee.
    34    § 3. This act shall take effect immediately.


