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STATE OF NEW YORK

6709

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 16, 2017

Introduced by M of A ODONNELL -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the New York State
district attorney and indigent |egal services attorney |oan forgive-
ness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs b and d of subdivision 2 of section 679-e of the
education Ilaw, as anended by section 1 or part VW of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2009, are anended to read as foll ows:

b. "Eligible period" neans the |[six—year] seven-year period after
conpl etion of the [+hi+d] second year and before the comencenent of the
tenth year of enploynment as an eligible attorney. For purposes of this
section, all periods of time during which an admtted attorney was
enployed as an eligible attorney and all periods of tine during which a
| aw school graduate awaiting admission to the New York state bar was
enployed by a prosecuting or crimnal defense agency as permtted by
section four hundred eighty-four of the judiciary |aw shall be conbi ned.

d. "Year of qualified service" nmeans the twelve nmonth period neasured
from the anniversary of the attorney's enploynent as an eligible attor-
ney, or as a | aw school graduate awaiting admission to the New York
state bar enployed by a prosecuting or crimnal defense agency as
permtted by section four hundred eighty-four of the judiciary |aw,
adjusted for any interruption in enploynment. Provided, however, that any
interruption in enploynment shall not include any period of disability as
defined by subdivision nine of section two hundred one of the workers
conpensation law or any period of famly leave which is defined by
subdivision fifteen of section tw hundred one of the workers' conpen-
sation law. Any other period of tenporary |leave from service taken by an
eligible attorney shall not be considered in the calculation of quali-
fied service[ —-However—-+the] and such other period of tenporary |eave
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shal |l be considered an interruption in enploynent and the cal cul ati on of
the time period of qualified service shall reconmence when the eligible
attorney returns to full tine service.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately. Nothing in this act shal
be inplemented in a manner that di m nishes the current award or status
of eligible attorneys currently participating in the program



