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March 2, 2017

Introduced by M of A CRESPO -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to eval uating
and ensuring the safety of driving with regard to wearing glasses or
contacts capable of accessing the internet and nmobil e technol ogy; and
inrelation to prohibiting the use of such glasses or contacts while
driving

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 397-c to read as foll ows:

8§ 397-c. Evaluating the safety of driving while wearing glasses or
contact | enses capable of accessing the internet and nobile technology.

1. The departnent and the governor's traffic safety commttee shal

evaluate the safety of driving while wearing gl asses or contacts capabl e

of accessing the internet and nobile technology, including but not

limted to, texting, video, cell phone address books and dat abases.

2. Entities shall submt a report and recommendati ons incl udi ng whet h-
er such technol ogy should be banned from being worn when driving; wheth-

er the state should ban the issuance of auto insurance to a driver who

does not certify with his or her autonpbile insurance carrier that such

gl asses  will not be worn when driving; whether the violation of such

certification can be used to permanently deny auto insurance to such a

driver; what penalties and fines should be inposed on those driving with

such a distraction for the road; and what lints on young and new dri v-

ers should be put in place with regard to such technol ogy; and any other

suggestions that will inprove traffic safety in the state. The report is

due no later than February first, tw thousand ei ghteen

§ 2. The vehicle and traffic lawis anended by adding a new section
397-d to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 397-d. Driving while wearing glasses or contacts capable of access-
ing the internet and npbile technology prohibited. 1. d asses or
contacts capable of accessing the internet are prohibited while driving
a notor vehicle until the departnent and the governor's traffic safety
conmttee issue the report required by section three hundred ninety-sev-
en-c of this article.

2. Wearing such glasses or contacts while prohibited pursuant to this
section shall result in an automatic six nmonth suspension of a driver's
license issued pursuant to this chapter.

3. No driver under the age of twenty-one shall wear such gl asses or
contacts, regardless of the aforenentioned study group's recommenda-
tions.

4. Any driver issued a license within the past year, pursuant to this
chapter, shall be prohibited fromthe use of such technology while driv-
ing; such a violation shall result in the automatic suspension of such a
license for one year.

5. A person who has been injured by reason of any violation of this
section nmay bring an action in his or her own nane against the manufac-
turer of such technol ogy.

8 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided however, that
section two of this act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it
shall have becone a | aw




