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January 9, 2017

Introduced by M of A RODRIGUEZ -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law and the public health law, in relation
to requiring cultural awareness and conpetence training for nedica
pr of essi onal s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 6505-d
to read as foll ows:

8 6505-d. Course work or training in cultural awareness and conpe-
tence. 1. Every physician, physician assistant, dentist, registered

nurse, licensed practical nurse, podiatrist, optonetrist and nurse prac-
titioner practicing in the state who provides direct nedical services to
patients in this state shall, on or before July first, two thousand

eighteen and every reqgistration period thereafter, conplete course work
or training regarding cultural awareness and conpetence in the provision
of nedical services in accordance with regulated standards pronul gated
by the departnent, in consultation with the departnment of health. Such
cultural awareness and conpetence course work or training shall require
two hours of course work or training enconpassing nmnority healthcare
issues including ethnic, religious, linguistic, sexual orientation and
gender identity healthcare issues and their inpact on nminority health-
care. In pronulgating regqulatory standards pursuant to this section the
departnent is advised to consult with organizations representative of
professions, institutions and those with expertise in cultural awareness
and conpet ence

2. As used in this section, "acceptable formal continuing education”
shall nean formal prograns of |earning which contribute to professiona
practice and which neet the standards prescribed by regulations of the
conm ssioner. To fulfill the nandatory continuing education requirenent,
prograns nust be taken from sponsors having the facilities, equipnment,
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and financial and physical resources to provide continuing education
courses, approved by the departnent, pursuant to the regulations of the
conm ssioner. Continuing education nay be provided in an internet-based
course format as approved by the departnent.

3. FEach such professional shall attest to the departnent at the tine
of registration commencing with the first registration after July first,
two thousand ei ghteen that the professional has conpleted course work or
training in accordance with this section.

4. The departnent shall provide an exenption fromthis requirenent to
anyone who requests such an exenption and who: (i) clearly denpnstrates
to the departnent's satisfaction that there would be no need for him or
her to conplete such course work or training because of the nature of
his or her practice; (ii) has conpleted course work or training deened
by the departnent to be equivalent to the course work or training
approved by the departnent pursuant to this section; (iii) has conpleted
course work or training pertaining to cultural awareness and conpetence
which has been incorporated as part of a risk nanagenent course offered
pursuant to subsection (e) of section two thousand three hundred forty-
three of the insurance law, provided that such educational content has
been approved by the superintendent of financial services; or (iv) is a
nedical professional who is on a tour of extended active duty with the
armed forces of the United States.

5. At the beginning of each registration period, a mandatory conti nu-
ing education fee of five dollars shall be collected from all persons
required to conplete the course work and training required by this
section; provided that any person obtaining an exenption pursuant to
subdivision four of this section shall not be required to pay such five
dollar fee. This fee shall be in addition to all other existing redgis-
tration fees.

6. The conmi ssioner is authorized to pronulgate regulations to inple-
nent the provisions of this section.

Any person subject to the provisions of this section, who falsely
attests to having conpleted the required course work or training shal
be subject to professional misconduct as provided by subdivision twen-
ty-one of section sixty-five hundred thirty of this title and subdivi-
sion nine of section sixty-five hundred nine of this title.

§ 2. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 1 of section 2805-k of the public
health law, as anended by chapter 477 of the |laws of 2008, is anmended
and a new subdivision 5 is added to read as foll ows:

(f) Docunentation that the physician, dentist or podiatrist has
conmpl eted the course work or training as nandated by section two hundred
thirty-nine of this chapter or section [sixthousandfive] sixty-five
hundred five-b of the education |law or section sixty-five hundred five-d
of the education law. A hospital or facility shall not grant or renew
professional privileges or association to a physician, dentist, or
podi atri st who has not conpl eted such course work or training. A _hospi-
tal or facility shall not knowingly grant or renew professional privi-
leges or association to anyone required to conplete course work or
training unless said person has attested to having taken such required
course work or training

5. Prior to hiring or otherwise granting privileges to a physician
assistant, registered nurse, licensed practical nurse or optonetrist or
a hospital or facility approved pursuant to this article shall request
from such person docunentation that he or she has conpleted the course
work or training as nmandated by section sixty-five hundred five-d of the
education law. A hospital or facility shall not hire or otherw se grant
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privileges to a physician assistant,

regi stered nurse,

i censed

practi -

cal nurse or optonetrist who has

not conpleted such course work or

t rai ni ng.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



