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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 21, 2017

Introduced by M of A SIMOTAS, PAULIN, BARNVELL, MDONALD, ROZIC --

read once and referred to the Comrittee on Health -- reported and
referred to the Committee on WAays and Means -- conmittee discharged,
bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recomritted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
newborn health and safe sleep pilot program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
2508 to read as foll ows:

8 2508. Newborn health and safe sleep pilot program There shall be
established in the departnent, by the comm ssioner, a newborn health and
safe sleep pilot program designed to reduce infant nortality rates
across the state. Through the pilot program the commissioner shal
provide baby boxes or other products ainmed at encouraging safe sl eep
practices and other sudden infant death syndrone prevention neasures in
areas of greatest need., such as counties or areas with high infant
nortality rates, or counties or areas with poor birth outcones. For
purposes of this section, "baby boxes" shall nean boxes lined with a
firmmttress and a fitted sheet such that it can serve as a safe sleep
place for a newborn, and shall contain newborn infant care essentials
ainmed at pronoting safe sleeping practices and reducing sudden infant
death syndrome, as well as itens to encourage safe and healthy habits
for fanmlies transitioning to parenting. Such boxes or other products
nmay vary by region, in the discretion of the conmm ssioner, to neet the
needs of the relevant community. The departnent shall pursue available
funding options and make efforts to establish a public-private partner-
ship with organizations that pronbte such causes or nmanufacture such
products in order to seek to obtain donations for these purposes.
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The departnent shall be responsible for nonitoring the quality, appro-
priateness and effectiveness of the programand shall report to the
legislature within one year of the effective date of this section on the
program s effectiveness.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




