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STATE OF NEW YORK

5640

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2017

Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to clarifying the nunber
of signatures required on an independent nominating petition in a
municipality with less than a thousand residents, declination of
office and filling vacancies, establishing residency at the tinme of
nom nation in village elections, paper ballots counted by hand in
village elections and elimnating the ability of a candidate to timely
file via mailing with postmark before nmidnight of the last date to
file a petition

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 15-108 of the election law is
amended to read as foll ows:

6. An independent nominating petition for a village office nust be
signed by at |east one hundred voters in villages containing a popu-
lation of five thousand or nore; by at |east seventy-five voters in
villages containing a population of three thousand and less than five
thousand; and by at least fifty voters in villages containing a popu-
| ati on of one thousand and |l ess than three thousand; and in villages
containing a population of |ess than one thousand by voters nunbering at
| east five per centum of the nunber of [weiers] those persons registered
to vote at the last regular village election. For the purposes of this
section, the population of a village shall be determned by the |ast
federal decennial or |ocal special population census federally super-
vi sed pursuant to section twenty of the general nunicipal |aw.

§ 2. The opening paragraph of section 15-128 of the election law is
designated subdivision 1 and a new subdivision 2 is added to read as
fol | ows:

2. A person elected may decline the office to which he or she was
elected by notifying the village clerk in witing. The filing of a writ-
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ten declination wth the village clerk creates a vacancy in the office
effective at the start of the official year following the election. The
vacancy shall be filled after the start of the official year by the
nayor, except that a vacancy in the office of nmayor shall be filled by
the board of trustees, in the sane manner and for the periods of tine
set forth in section 3-312 of the village | aw

§ 3. Section 15-108 of the election law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. An individual running for elected office nust be a resident of the
village by the last day to file a certificate of party nomnation if
such individual is nonmnated at a party prinmary or caucus, not |ater
than forty-seven days prior to the village election pursuant to para-
graph a of subdivision seven of this section, or by the last day to file
an independent nomnating petition if such individual is noninated by
the filing of an independent nom nating petition, not later than thir-
ty-five days prior to the village election pursuant to paragraph a of
subdi vision eight of this section.

8 4. The election law is anended by adding a new section 15-115 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 15-115. Paper ballots counted by hand in village elections. 1. For
vill ages conducting an election where paper ballots are to be counted by
hand, the format of the ballots shall conform to the requirenents of
this section. This section shall not apply to elections where scanner
machi nes are used.

2. Paper ballots shall be printed on paper of a quality, size, color,
and weight that had been approved by the state board of elections prior
to the seventh day of July, two thousand ten

3. Al paper ballots of the sane kind for the sane polling place shal
be identical. A different, but in each case uniformstyle and size of
type, shall be used for printing the nanes of candidates, the titles of
offices, political designations, and the reading formof all questions
subnmtted. The nanes of candidates shall be printed in capital letters
in black-faced type.

4. Each ballot shall be printed on the sane sheet with a stub which
shall be separated therefrom by a horizontal 1line of perforations
extending across the entire width of the ballot. On the face of the stub
shall be printed the instructions to the voter. On the back of the stub
imediately above the center of the indorsenment on the back of the
ballot, shall be printed "No. ...... " the blank to be filled wth
consecutive nunber of ballots beginning with "No. 1", and increasing in
regul ar nunerical order.

5. On the back of the ballot, belowthe line of perforations, just to
the right of center, and outside when the ballot is folded. and on the
front of the ballot, directly below the perforated line, shall be print-
ed the follow ng indorsenent. the blanks properly filled in:

"Oificial Ballot for Village Oficers.

(Date of Election.)

(Facsimle of the signature of officer or officers providing the
ballot.)"

6. On the stub at the top of the ballot or on the edge of such ball ot
shall be printed in heavy black type the follow ng instructions:

"1 NSTRUCTI ONS
(1) Mark only with a pen having blue or black ink or wth a penci
havi ng bl ack | ead.
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(2) To vote for a candidate whose nane is printed on this ballot nmake a
single cross X mark or a check V mark in one of the squares to the right
of an enbl em opposite his or her nane.

(3) To vote for a person whose nane is not printed on this ballot wite
or stanp his or her nane on a blank |line under the nanes of the candi-
dates for that office.

(4) To vote yes or no on a proposal make a single X or V. mark in the
square opposite your vote.

(5) Any other mark or witing, or any erasure made on this ballot
out side the voting squares or bl ank spaces provided for voting will void
this entire ballot.

(6) Do not overvote. If you select a greater nunber of candidates than
there are vacancies to be filled, your ballot wll be void for that
public office or party position

(7) If you tear, or deface, or wongly mark this ballot., return it and
obtain another. Do not attenpt to correct mistakes on the ballot by
nmaking erasures or cross outs. Erasures or cross outs may invalidate al
or part of your ballot. Prior to submitting your ballot, if you make a
nmstake in conpleting the ballot or wish to change your ballot choices,
you may obtain and conplete a new ballot. You have a right to a repl ace-
nent ballot upon return of the original ballot."

7. FEach such ballot shall be printed in sections in which the candi-
dates' nanes, enblens and political designations, the ballot proposals
and other requisite matter shall each be boxed in by heavy black |lines.
On the ballot shall be voting squares in which voters may neke their
voting marks. All voting squares shall be bounded by heavy bl ack lines,
the perpendicular lines to be not less than one-sixteenth of an inch
wide. The voting squares and the spaces occupied by the enbl em shal
have a depth and width of five-sixteenths of an inch. No voting squares
shall be provided in front of the blank spaces provided for a voter to
wite in a nane.

8. The space for the title of an office shall be three-eighths of an
inch, and the nane of a candidate or for witing in a nane, one-fourth
of an inch, in depth. At the left of the nane of each designated candi -
date shall be an enclosed voting space, three-eighths of an inch in
width and approximately one-fourth of an inch in depth, bounded above,
bel ow and to the right by black lines, heavier than those which separate
the spaces containing the names of candidates. To the left of voting
spaces which do not adjoin a vertical line dividing tw parts, there
shall be a heavy black vertical line approximtely one-eighth of an inch
in_ width. No voting space shall be provided in the space for witing in
nanes. In such case, the space corresponding to a voting space shall be
all bl ack.

9. Below the nanes of the candidates for each office or position there
shall be printed as nmany bl ank spaces, for witing in nanes of persons
for whomthe voter desires to vote, as there are persons to be nom nated
or elected.

10. In case the sections shall be so nunerous as to mmke the ballot
unwieldy if they are printed in one colum, they nay be printed in as
nmany colums as shall be necessary, and in that case, in order to
produce a rectanqgqular ballot., blank sections nay be used.

11. The nanes of parties or independent bodies which contain nore than
fifteen letters may. whenever |linitations of space so require, be print-
ed on the ballot in an abbreviated form |In printing the nanmes of candi -
dates whose full nanes contain nore than fifteen letters, only the
surnane nmust be printed in full. The officer or board charged wth the
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duty of preparing the ballots shall request each such candidate to indi-
cate, in witing, the shortened form in which, subject to this
restriction, his nane shall be printed. If no such indication is
received from such candidate within the tine specified in the request.,
such officer or board shall nmke the necessary deternmnation. No enblem
shall occupy a space longer in any direction than the voting square to
which it relates.

§ 5. Section 15-108 of the election law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 1-106 of this chapter,
all papers required to be filed pursuant to this article which are
delivered in person or sent by mail to the village election officer as
defined in section 15-124 of this article shall be deenmed tinely filed
when received by the village election officer on or before five PP.M on
the last day to file any such papers. Failure of the post office or any
other person or entity to deliver such papers on or before five PP.M on
the last day to file shall be a fatal defect.

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




