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STATE OF NEW YORK

5531

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 10, 2017

Introduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, COLTON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M
of A. GOITTFRIED -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Educa-
tion

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to prohibiting the use,
purchase and storage of elenental nercury by schools; and to anend the
public health law, in relation to directing the conm ssioner of health
to conpile and distribute materials for schools on the hazards of
el emental nercury and actions which nmay be taken to reduce such
hazar ds

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 409-m
to read as foll ows:

8 409-m Elimnation of the use of elenental nercury. 1. Except as
otherwise provided in subdivision two of this section, no public or
private school or educational institution in this state shall purchase,
use or store any quantity of free flowing elenental nercury for any
pur pose, nor purchase, use or store any instrunent which contains nercu-
ry including, but not limted to, thernoneters, baronmeters, sphygnona-
noneters and manoneters.

2. If no reasonably acceptable, nercury-free alternative exists for
any instrunent prohibited by subdivision one of this section, a school
or educational institution may use such type of instrunent which

contains the lowest nercury content readily available on the market.

3. The conmissioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of environ-
nental conservation, shall pronulgate rules and regulations requiring
public and private schools and educational institutions in this state to
di spose of or recycle any quantity of elenental nercury and instrunents
containing nercury in a nmanner which is least harnful to the environ-
nent .

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 2. Section 206 of the public health [aw is anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 31 to read as foll ows:

31. The comm ssioner shall conpile, produce and distribute to al
public and private schools and educational institutions in this state,
materials explaining the hazards created by elenental nercury and
actions that may be taken to reduce such hazards.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately, except that section one
of this act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding the
date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




