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AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to the certif-
ication and regul ati on of pet grooners

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by adding a new article
29-CCC to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 29- CCC
CERTI FI CATI ON AND REGULATI ON OF PET GROOVERS

Section 539. Definitions.
540. Standard of care.
541. Record keeping.
542. Certification.
543. Certification refusal, suspension or revocation.
544. |nspections.
545. Viol ations.
546. Current practitioners.

8 539. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns shal
have the foll ow ng neanings:

1. "Pet" neans any animal placed in the care of a pet grooner for
groom ng or styling.

2. "Pet qgroonmer" neans an individual, certified as a pet grooner who
bat hes, brushes, clips or styles a pet for financial renuneration.

3. "Pet groonming facility" means any person or entity that engages in
bat hing, brushing, clipping or styling a pet for financial renuneration
and shall include, but shall not be linted to, a conmercial establish-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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nent or a notor vehicle where such services are provided and pet groom
ers who provide such services at any location that is not a comrercial
establishnent or notor vehicle where such services are provided.

8 540. Standard of care. 1. The primary concern of every person certi-
fied pursuant to this article shall be the safety and well-being of the

pet in their care. Pets not in the groomng process shall be kept in
structurally sound clean cages. Such enclosures shall be in good repair

and | arge enough to allow each pet to nake nornmal postural adjustnents
such as sitting, standing and turning around. Each pet shall be caged

separately. Pets shall not be allowed to roamfree in the pet groomng

facility.

2. CQutdoor facilities shall not be utilized in inclenent weather.
I ndoor facilities shall be nmaintained at a healthy tenperature. There
shall be sufficient lighting to facilitate cleaning of both pets and
facilities. Sanitary conditions shall be maintained at all tines.
G ooners shall be provided with the pet's vaccination history and the
pet owner's energency contact nunber

3. Upon receiving a pet for groomng, the grooner shall inquire as to

the pet's veterinarian and any special needs of such pet. Adequate water
supply shall be available for drinking as well as bathing.

4. Every location where pets are grooned shall display a tel ephone
nunber of the state bureau or office where the pet's owner may nake
known their feelings regarding the services received at the pet groom ng
facility.

5. Pets shall not be left unattended while at the grooning facility,
and a drying cage shall never be used. Pets shall not be left unattended
on a grooning table or in a bath tub

6. Every person certified as a pet grooner shall prove to the satis-
faction of the secretary of state or a representative thereof that such
person is insured covering their liability for negligent acts associated
with their activity as a pet grooner.

541. Record keeping. 1. Each pet grooner shall kee and maintain
records regarding each aninal cared for and the owner thereof. Such
records shall include the nane and address of the owner, the pet's

veterinarian and the date of providing service.

2. Records for each animal shall be maintained for a period of two
vears fromthe date of service. During normal business hours, such
records shall be nmade available to persons authorized by law to enforce
the provisions of this article.

8 542. Certification. 1. The secretary of state shall establish a
bureau or office to enforce and oversee the certification of individuals
as pet grooners. Such bureau or office shall have branches |ocated in
various areas of the state in sufficient nunber to neet the needs of the
people of the state. The secretary of state, in cooperation and consul -
tation with the education and health departnents., shall establish a
training program and testing procedure for applicants interested in
obt ai ni ng such certification

2. The bureau or office shall create and naintain a roster of certi-
fied pet grooners based on infornmation obtained fromapplicants and the
results of their training and testing. Such record shall include disci-
plinary action, suspension of certification and revocation.

3. No individual shall be pernitted to take an exanination for a pet
groonmer's certification unless such applicant is at |least sixteen years
of age, is of good noral character, has conpleted at least a tenth grade

education and passed a background check
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4. |f the applicant neets the necessary qualifications, has conpleted
the training and passed the exam nation, the secretary of state shal
certify such applicant as a pet grooner upon paynent of a biennial
registration fee as deternined by the departnent. An applicant who has
not passed the exam nation but who is otherwise qualified., nmay continue
to take further exam nations upon paynent of a fee as determ ned by the
departnent for each exam nation taken.

5. A certified pet grooner may enploy individuals, under his or her
direct supervision, who are in training for the pet grooner's exam nha-
tion. The nane of the person in charge of any pet groonming facility
shall be posted in a conspicuous place in such facility and the certif-
ication of such person shall be pronminently displayed.

8 b543. Certification refusal, suspension or revocation. 1. The secre-
tary of state may decline to grant or renew, or may suspend or revoke a
pet qgrooner's certification for a naterial misstatenent in the applica-
tion for such certification, for inproper record keeping or business
practices or for a violation of any provision of lawrelating to the
humane treatnent of animals and the protection of the consuner

2. Prior to suspension or revocation of a certification and upon due
notice to the grooner, a hearing shall be held as provided in articles
three and four of the state adnministrative procedure act.

3. Any action of the secretary of state pursuant to this section shal
be subject to judicial review in a proceeding pursuant to article seven-
ty-eight of the civil practice |aw and rul es.

8 544. Inspections. 1. The secretary of state or his or her authorized
agents shall nmake vearly inspections of pet grooning facilities to
ensure conpliance with the provisions of this article. Authority to
conduct such inspections and report thereon nmay be delegated by the
secretary of state to a county, city or town.

2. Any person neking such inspections shall be first provided training
in the provisions of this article and the proper care of pets in gener-
al .

8 545. Violations. 1. In addition to denial, revocation, suspension or
refusal of renewal of a certification, as otherwise provided in this
article, any violation of a provision of this articleis a civil
offense, for which a penalty of not |ess than one hundred dollars nor
nore than one thousand dollars for each violation may be inposed. An
incident report shall be conpleted and filed wth the departnent of
state by the pet grooner whenever a pet dies or is injured while in the
grooner's care.

2. The provisions of this article may be concurrently enforced by the
secretary of state and by any county, city or town to which the secre-
tary of state has del egated authority. Mneys collected thereunder shal
be retained by the local nmunicipality.

8 546. Current practitioners. Individuals engaged in pet groomng on
the effective date of this article may continue in such capacity for one
year from such date, but nmust, within said year. nmake application for
certification as provided in this article and will be subject to the
provisions of this article thereafter.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective immediately the
addition, anmendnment or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for
the implementation of this act on its effective date are authorized and
directed to be nade and conpleted on or before such effective date.




