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Introduced by M of A PAULIN, GALEF -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
RI VERA -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to allow ng social
services districts to offer participants in public assistance enpl oy-
ment prograns an option to conplete a course in financial literacy and
personal finance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 1 of section 336 of the social
services |law, as anended by section 148 of part B of chapter 436 of the
| aws of 1997, is anended and a new paragraph (j-1) is added to read as
foll ows:

(f) job search and job readi ness assistance, provided that job search
is an active and continuing effort to secure enploynent configured by
the local social services official; and such social services district
may work in cooperation with the departnent of |labor to provide work-
force qguidance and information in accordance with section ten-c of the
| abor | aw,

(j-1) education or a course of instruction in financial literacy and
personal finance that includes instruction on household cash nanagenent
techni gues, career advice to obtain a well paying and secure job, using
checking and savings accounts, obtaining and utilizing short and | ong
termcredit, securing a loan or other long term financing arrangenent
for high cost itens such as a notor vehicle, hone or participation in a
hi gher education course of instruction or trade school, obtaining and
using credit and debit cards, investing and saving noney, and pl anni ng
for retirenent;

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 336-a of the social services law, as
anended by section 4 of part J of chapter 58 of the laws of 2014, is
anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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1. Social services districts shall nmake available vocational educa-
tional training and educational activities. Such activities may include
but need not be limted to, high school education or education designed
to prepare a participant for a high school equivalency certificate,
basic and renedial education, education in English proficiency, educa-
tion in financial literacy and personal finance pursuant to paragraph
(j-1) of subdivision one of section three hundred thirty-six of this
title, and no nore than a total of four years of post-secondary educa-
tion (or the part-time equivalent). Educational activities pursuant to
this section may be offered with any of the following providers which
meet the performance or assessnent standards established in regul ations
by the conmi ssioner for such providers: a comunity college, licensed
trade school, registered business school, or a two-year or four-year
col |l ege; provided, however, that such post-secondary education rmust be
necessary to the attainnent of the participant's individual enploynent
goal as set forth in the enployability plan and such goal nust relate
directly to obtaining useful enploynent in a recogni zed occupation. Wen
making any assignment to any educational activity pursuant to this
subdi vi si on, such assignnent shall be pernitted only to the extent that
such assignment is consistent wth the individual's assessnent and
enpl oynent plan goals in accordance with sections three hundred thirty-
five and three hundred thirty-five-a of this title and shall require
that the individual maintains satisfactory acadenic progress and hourly
participation is docunented consistent with federal and state require-
ments. For purposes of this provision "satisfactory acadenmic progress”
shall nmean having a cunulative C average, or its equivalent, as deter-
m ned by the acadenic institution. The requirenent to maintain satisfac-
tory acadenic progress may be waived if done so by the academic institu-
tion and the social services district based on undue hardshi p caused by
an event such as a personal injury or illness of the student, the death
of arelative of the student or other extenuating circunstances. Any
enrol I ment in post-secondary education beyond a twelve nonth period nust
be conbined with no less than twenty hours of participation averaged
weekly in paid enploynent or work activities or community service when
pai d enpl oynent is not avail able.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that the comm ssioner of
temporary and disability assistance is inmmediately authorized and
directed to pronulgate, anend and/or repeal any rules and regul ations
that may be necessary to inplenment the provisions of this act on its
effective date.




