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STATE OF NEW YORK

4688

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 3, 2017

Introduced by M of A O DONNELL, SIMON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to providing for awards
of attorney's fees in actions under the human rights | aw

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 10 of section 297 of the executive |aw, as
anended by chapter 364 of the laws of 2015, is anended to read as
foll ows:
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under this section or section two hundred ninety-eight of this article,
the comm ssioner or the court |[sey—-A—ts—diseretion] shall award
reasonabl e attorney's fees attributable to such claimto any prevailing
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Fees—as—part—of—a—t-inatl—sider—att-er—a—publ-c—heari-rg—Nhel-d—purstant—Iito
subdirv-si-on—foum—of—t-his—seestion] plaintiff or conplainant. |In no case

shall attorney's fees be awarded to the division, nor shall the division
be liable to a prevailing or substantially prevailing party for attor-
ney's fees, except in a case in which the divisionis a party to the
action or the proceeding in the division's capacity as an enployer. In
cases of enploynent discrinmination, a respondent shall only be liable

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD06685- 01- 7



O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

A. 4688 2

for attorney's fees under this subdivision if the

found liable for having comrtted an unl awful discrimnatory practice.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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