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STATE OF NEW YORK

4464

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 2, 2017

Introduced by M of A SEPULVEDA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to danger-
ous dogs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1, paragraph (c) of subdivision 3, and subdivi-
sion 6 of section 123 of the agriculture and markets | aw, subdivision 1
as anmended and such section as renunbered by section 18 of part T of
chapter 59 of the |l aws of 2010, paragraph (c) of subdivision 3 as added
and subdivision 6 as amended by chapter 392 of the |aws of 2004, are
anended to read as foll ows:

1. Any person who witnesses an attack or threatened attack, or in the
case of a mnor, an adult acting on behalf of such mnor, nay make a
conpl aint of an attack or threatened attack upon a person, companion
animal as defined in section three hundred fifty of this chapter, farm
ani mal as defined in such section three hundred fifty, or a donestic
animal as defined in subdivision seven of section one hundred eight of
this article to a dog control officer or police officer of the appropri-
ate nunicipality. Such officer shall:.

(a) inmediately informthe conplainant of his or her right to comence
a proceeding as provided in subdivision two of this section_ and[+]

(b) determine if there is reason to believe that the dog is a danger-
ous dog[s] before leaving the scene. If the officer determ nes that
there is a reason to believe the dog is a dangerous dog, the officer
shall forthwith comrence such proceeding hinmself or herself. When
meki ng such a deternmination, the officer shall articulate whether he or
she believes that the dog (i) attacked or threatened to attack the
person, conpanion aninmal or donestic aninmal w thout justification, or
(ii) behaves in a manner which a reasonable person would believe poses a
serious and wunjustified inmmnent threat of serious physical injury or

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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death to one or nore persons, conpanion animals, farmanimls or dones-
tic aninmals.

(c) the dog, without justification, caused serious physical injury or
death to a conpanion animal, farm animal or donmestic aninmal, and has, in
the past two years, caused unjustified physical injury or death to a
conpanion [ex] aninmal, farmaninmal or donestic aninmel as evidenced by a
"dangerous dog" finding pursuant to the provisions of this section.

6. The owner of a dog who, through any act or onission, negligently
permts his or her dog to bite a person, service dog, guide dog [e+].
heari ng dog, conpanion animal or donestic aninmal causing physical injury
shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed four hundred dollars
in addition to any other applicable penalties.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




