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STATE OF NEW YORK

4279

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 2, 2017

Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring the
homest ead exenption wused in the calculation for public assistance to
be the sane as the honestead exenption under the civil practice |aws
and rul es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 131-n of the social services |aw,
as anmended by section 1 of part X of chapter 54 of the laws of 2016, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. The follow ng resources shall be exenpt and disregarded in calcu-
lating the anpbunt of benefits of any househol d under any public assist-
ance program (a) cash and liquid or nonliquid resources up to two thou-
sand dollars, or three thousand dollars in the case of households in
which any nenber is sixty years of age or older, (b) an anount up to
four thousand six hundred fifty dollars in a separate bank account
established by an individual while currently in receipt of assistance
for the sole purpose of enabling the individual to purchase a first or
repl acenment vehicle for the recipient to seek, obtain or maintain
enpl oynent, so long as the funds are not used for any other purpose, (c)
an amount up to one thousand four hundred dollars in a separate bank
account established by an individual while currently in receipt of
assi stance for the purpose of paying tuition at a two-year or four-year
accredited post-secondary educational institution, so |long as the funds
are not used for any other purpose, (d) the home which is the usual
residence of the household, provided that the value thereof does not
exceed the honestead exenption specified in subdivision (a) of section
five thousand two hundred six of the civil practice |law and rules, (e)
one autonobile, up to ten thousand dollars fair nmarket value, through
March thirty-first, two thousand seventeen; one autonobile, up to el even
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thousand dollars fair nmarket value, from April first, two thousand
seventeen through March thirty-first, two thousand eighteen; and one
autonmobile, wup to twelve thousand dollars fair market val ue, beginning
April first, two thousand ei ghteen and thereafter, or such other higher
dollar value as the local social services district may elect to adopt,
(f) one burial plot per household menmber as defined in departnent regu-
| ations, (g) bona fide funeral agreenents up to a total of one thousand
five hundred dollars in equity val ue per household nenber, (h) funds in
an individual devel opnent account established in accordance with subdi-
vision five of section three hundred fifty-eight of this chapter and
section four hundred three of the social security act and (i) for a
period of six months, real property which the household is making a good
faith effort to sell, in accordance with departnent regul ations and
tangi bl e personal property necessary for business or for enploynent
purposes in accordance with departnent regul ations; provided, however,
that the social services district shall be entitled to recover the cost
of assistance or care provided during such six nonth period up to the

net equity value of such property and may, in its discretion, inpose a
lien on such property to ensure repaynent of such assistance upon the
sale of such property. |If federal law or regulations require the

exenption or disregard of additional incone and resources in determning
need for famly assistance, or nedical assistance not exenpted or disre-
garded pursuant to any other provision of this chapter, the departnent
may, by regul ati ons subject to the approval of the director of the budg-
et, require social services officials to exenpt or disregard such incone
and resources. Refunds resulting fromearned incone tax credits shall be
di sregarded in public assistance prograns.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the amendnents to section 131-n of the social services | aw made by
section one of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section
and shall be deemed to expire therewith



