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Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to permtting
appeals to the department of fanmly assistance to be conducted by
means of a conference tel ephone, video conference or simlar comuni-
cations systens with and by i ndependent hearing officers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 22 of the social services |aw, as
added by chapter 473 of the laws of 1978, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. In connection wth any appeal pursuant to this section, with or
without a fair hearing, [#+he] each comm ssioner nay designate and
authorize one or nore appropriate nenbers of his or her staff or inde-
pendent fair hearing officers to consider and decide such appeals. Any
staff nmenber or independent fair hearing officer so designated and
aut hori zed shall have authority to deci de such appeals on behalf of the
comm ssioner wth the same force and effect as if the comm ssioner had
made the decisions. Fair hearings held in connection with such appeals
shall be held on behalf of the conm ssioner by nenmbers of his staff or
i ndependent fair hearing officers who are enpl oyed for such purposes or
who have been designated and authorized by himtherefor. The fair hear-
ing may be conducted by neans of a conference tel ephone, video confer-
ence equi pnent or sinilar comuni cations equi pnment allowing all persons
participating in such hearing to hear each other at the sane tine. The
provi sions of this subdivision shall apply to fair hearings conducted
pursuant to subdivision eight of section four hundred twenty-two of this
chapter, and to any hearing required pursuant to this chapter concerning
the denial, suspension or revocation of any permt, certificate or
license, and to any hearing held pursuant to section four hundred
fifty-five of this chapter.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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