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STATE OF NEW YORK

4124

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 1, 2017

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Smal | Business

AN ACT to anend the econonic development law, in relation to creating
the m cro business outreach center assistance program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The economc development |law is anended by adding a new
article 9-B to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 9-B
M CRO BUSI NESS OUTREACH CENTER ASS| STANCE PROGRAM
Section 216. Definitions.
217. Mcro business outreach centers.
218. M cro business outreach center network.
219. Reporting requirenent.

8 216. Definitions. For the purposes of this article the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "Mcro business" shall nean a sole proprietorship,. partnership or
fam ly business that has fewer than five enpl oyees.

2. "Mcro business outreach centers" shall nean a business outreach
center that serves the business devel opnent needs of specific conmuni -
ties.

3. "Mcro business outreach center network" shall nean a network of
busi ness outreach centers that provides services throughout a region and
helps develop and assist individual micro-enterprise/smll business
devel opnent organizations in the delivery of custonized busi ness
services to entrepreneurs, as well as capacity-building services to
organi zations establishing and operating conmmunity and nicro-enterprise
devel opnent prograns.

8 217. Mcro business outreach centers. 1. There is hereby established
within the departnent a mcro business outreach center assistance
program The departnent is authorized, within anpunts appropriated, to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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provide direct technical and financial assistance to the nicro business
outreach center network, a not-for-profit corporation, for the foll ow ng
activities:

(a) to assist the mcro business outreach center in setting up, or to
assist the center in helping local sponsor organizations and/or new
organi zations to set up additional mcro business outreach centers. in
geographic areas of the state that are wi dely-separated from each other
but are in need of, and would likely benefit from the establishnent of
such center;

(b) to assist the micro business outreach center in providing aid for
the operation and nmintenance of the additional nicro business outreach
centers so created as well as for the operation and naintenance of its
presently existing affiliated mcro business outreach centers; and

(c) to assist the mcro business outreach center to expand the
center's coordination of networking and technical assistance activities
anong all micro business outreach centers.

2. The departnent shall provide nonies, within available appropri-
ations, in response to a comunity need for the nmicro business outreach
centers network. The departnent shall establish criteria for selection
and designation of such micro business outreach centers which shal
include but not be limted to:

(a) communities that are geographically and/or socially isolated from
the nmmi nstream econony;

(b) a coordinated network of client information systens, regqional
| i nkages, and operational qguidelines;

(c) a nodel that naximzes the efficient use of scarce existing
econoni ¢ _devel opnent resources, addresses the recognized need for pre-
| oan and post | oan technical assistance for growing small business;

(d) facilitating access to the conplex infrastructure of econonic
devel opnent progranms and smal |l business services, connecting small busi -

ness to needed information and capital technical assistance.

3. Assistance, services and data as wll enable the departnent to
properly carry out its functions, powers, and duties under this article

shall be provided by the comm ssioner and to acconplish the sane, the
conm ssioner may request the assistance of other agencies and public
corporations and districts.

8§ 218. Mcro business outreach center network. 1. There is hereby
established within the departnment a mcro business outreach center
network. The departnment is authorized w thin anpunts appropriated to
provide direct technical and financial assistance to the nicro business
outreach center network, a not-for-profit corporation, for the foll ow ng
activities:

(a) to assist the mcro business outreach center netwrk in setting
up, or to assist the center in helping |ocal sponsor organizations
and/or new organi zations to set up additional mcro business outreach
centers, in geographic areas of the state that are w dely-separated from
each other but are in need of, and would likely benefit from the estab-
li shnent of such center:

(b) to assist the micro business outreach center network in providing
aid for the operation and mai ntenance of the additional mcro business
outreach centers so created as well as for the operation and mmi nt enance
of its presently existing affiliated m cro business outreach centers;
and

(c) to assist the mcro business outreach center network to expand the
center's coordination of networking and technical assistance activities

anong all micro business outreach centers.
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2. The departnent shall provide nonies, wthin available appropri-
ations, in response to a community need for the nicro business outreach
centers network. The departnent shall establish criteria for selection
and destination of such micro business outreach centers which shal
include but not be limted to:

(a) communities that are geographically and/or socially isolated from
the nmi nstream econony;

(b) a coordinated network of client information systens, regqional
| i nkages, and operational qguidelines;

(c) a nodel that nmaximzes the efficient use of scarce existing
econoni ¢ _devel opnent resources, addresses the recognized need for pre-
| oan and post | oan technical assistance for growing small business;

(d) facilitating access to the conplex infrastructure of econonic
devel opnment prograns and small business services, connecting snall busi -

ness to needed information and capital technical assistance.

3. Assistance, services and data as wll enable the departnent to
properly carry out its functions, powers, and duties under this article

shall be provided by the comm ssioner and to acconplish the sane, the
conm ssioner may request the assistance of other agencies and public
corporations and districts.

8 219. Reporting requirenent. The departnent shall npnitor the effec-
tiveness of the direct technical and financial assistance it provides to
the mcro business outreach center network, incorporated, in order to
determine and report to what extent the goals specified in this section
have been achieved. The comrissioner shall nmake and file an annua
report to the governor, tenporary president of the senate and speaker of
the assenbly within thirty days following the close of the state's
fiscal vyear containing the results of such nonitoring pursuant to this
section. Such annual report shall contain recomendations for further
legislation to inplenent the purposes of this article if in the judgnent
of the comnissioner new legislation to further effectuate the purposes
of this article is warranted.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




