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AN ACT to anend the workers' conpensation law, in relation to
prescription prices and pharnacies for injured enpl oyees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph 5 of subdivision (i) of section 13 of the work-
ers' conpensation law, as added by chapter 6 of the laws of 2007, is
anmended and a new paragraph 6 is added to read as foll ows:

(5) [ Netwithstandihg—ahy—atheor—provisign—oi—hi-s—chapte—+] | an
enpl oyer or carrier has contracted with a pharmacy to provide prescribed
medi cine to claimants, then such enployer or carrier nmay require claim
ants to obtain all prescribed medicines fromthe pharmacy with which it
has contracted, except if a medical energency occurs and it woul d not be
reasonably possible to obtain imediately required prescribed nedicine
fromthe pharmacy with which the enployer or carrier has a contract. An
enployer or carrier that requires claimants to obtain prescribed nedi-
cines froma pharmacy with which it has a contract mnmust notify cl ai mants
of the pharmacy or pharmacies with which it has a contract, the
| ocations and addresses of the pharmacy or pharmacies, if applicable,
how to initially fill and refill prescriptions through the mail, inter-
net, telephone or other means, and any other required information that
must be supplied to the pharmacy or pharnmacies. |If the pharmacy or phar-
maci es with which the enployer or carrier contracts does not offer nmi
order service and does not have a physical location within a reasonable
di stance fromthe clainmant, as defined by regulation of the board, the
claimant may obtain prescribed nedicines at the pharmacy or pharmaci es
of his or her choice and the enployer or carrier will be liable for such

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted
LBD04141-01-7



O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

A. 4079 2

charges in accordance with the fee schedule prescribed in section thir-
teen-o of this [ehapter] article.

(6) Notwi thstanding paragraph five of this subdivision, an enployer or
carrier shall be prohibited fromrefusing to allow a claimant to utilize
a pharmacy of his or her choice to furnish the prescribed nedications
required by the claimant as long as such pharnacy's charges are bel ow
the pharmaceutical fee schedul e adopted by the chair.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




