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January 31, 2017

Introduced by M of A LUPARDO -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to directing the
office of children and fanily services to establish workl oad standards
for child protective services workers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 20-a of the social services |aw, as added by chap-
ter 107 of the laws of 1971, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 20-a. Local personnel; linmitations on departnment's power. Notwith-
standi ng any inconsistent provision of this chapter, the board, the
comm ssioner or the departnent, acting singly or in unison, shall not
have the power, directly or indirectly to prescribe the nunber of
persons to be enployed in any social services district providing the
district conplies with the mininmumfederal standards relating thereto,
provided, however, that the provisions of this section shall not apply
to the regulations of the office of children and famly services estab-
lishing workl oad standards for child protective services workers promul -
gated pursuant to paragraph (c) of subdivision four of section four
hundred twenty-one of this chapter.

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 421 of +the social services law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (c) to read as foll ows:

(c) promulgate regulations relating to workl oad standards for child
protective services, which shall be no nore than fifteen active cases
per nonth per full tine child protective services worker. Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to forbid the office from pronul gating
regulations that require an average workload standard of less than
fifteen active cases per nonth per full tine child protective services
wor ker .

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8 3. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 423 of the social
services law, as anended by chapter 83 of the laws of 1995, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(c) The «child protective service shall have a sufficient staff,
subject to the provisions of paragraph (c) of subdivision four of
section four hundred twenty-one of this title, of sufficient qualifica-
tions to fulfill the purposes of this title and be organized in such a
way as to maxim ze the continuity of responsibility, care and service of
i ndividual workers toward individual <children and famlies. A social
services district shall have flexibility in assigning staff to the child
protective service provided that each staff assigned to such service has
the staff qualifications and has received the training required by the
departnent regulations pronmulgated pursuant to subdivisions four and
five of section four hundred twenty-one of this title.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the seven hundred thirtieth day
after it shall have becone a | aw




