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| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2017

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CROUCH
MAGEE -- read once and referred to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the practice of neuro-
f eedback t herapy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 139-A

to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 139-A
NEUROFEEDBACK THERAPY PRACTI CES
Section 6920. Definition of practice of neurof eedback therapy.
6921. Authorized practice.
6922. State board of neurof eedback therapy.
6923. Requirenents for a license.
6924. lLinted pernmts.
6925. Exenpt persons.
6926. Special provisions.
6927. Practice restrictions.

8 6920. Definition of practice of neurofeedback therapy. The practice
of neurof eedback therapy is the use of sensitive instrunents to neasure
el ectrophysiological processes with the purpose of reporting results to
the person being neasured to assist such person in controlling these
processes. This can be a way to learn stress nanagenent and rel axation
to prevent stress related disorders, or to reduce or elinnate the synp-
tons of many syndrones. In addition to teaching self-requlation by the
use of such instrunents, other nethods pronpting health and coping
skills taught by the neurof eedback therapist include, but are not limt-
ed to, diaphragmatic breathing, progressive relaxation, autogenic train-
ing, imagery, psychophysiological therapy and cognitive restructuring.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8 6921. Authorized practice. Only a person licensed or authorized
pursuant to this article to practice neurofeedback shall use the title
"neur of eedback therapist".

8 6922. State board of neurof eedback therapy. 1. The state board of
neur of eedback therapy shall be appointed by the board of regents on
reconmendation of the comm ssioner for the purpose of assisting the
board of regents on matters of licensing and conduct. The state board of
neur of eedback therapy shall be conposed of seven nenbers. Initial
appointnments to the state board of neurof eedback therapy shall be such
that the terns shall be staggered. No nenber shall serve nore than two
terns.

2. Six nmenbers so appointed shall be persons licensed or exenpt pursu-
ant to this article, and one nenber so appointed shall be an individua
licensed in this state as a physician who is practicing.

8 6923. Requirenents for a license. 1. To qualify for a license as a
neur of eedback therapist an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng
requirenents:

a. Application: file an application with the departnment.

b. Education: have at least a master's degree from an accredited
institution of higher learning in education or a health care related
field satisfactory to the board of regents, plus at least fifty hours of
di dacti ¢ neur of eedback educati on.

C. Training and supervision: have at |east one hundred hours of clin-
ical experience in the practice of neurofeedback therapy under the
supervision of a person who, because of education and experience would
be eligible for licensure or is licensed as a neurof eedback therapist.

d. Exanmination: pass a witten and practical exanination satisfactory
to the board of regents.

e. Age: be at least twenty-one yvears of age.

f. Character: be of good noral character as determ ned by the board of

regents.
g. Fees: pay a fee of two hundred fifty dollars to the departnent for
an initial license, and an annual fee of fifty dollars thereafter.

2. An applicant who has satisfied the requirenents of subdivision one
of this section, other than education, nmay be licensed as a neur of eed-
back technician upon obtaining a bachelor's degree from an accredited
institution of higher learning in education. a health care related
field, or hold certification froma nationally recogni zed body sati sfac-
tory to the board of regents. Such technician would be required to prac-
tice under the direction of a licensed neurof eedback therapist.

8 6924. Linmted permts. The departnent may issue a linmted permt to
an applicant who neets all requirenents for licensure. The fee for each
limted pernit and each renewal shall be seventy dollars.

8 6925. Exenpt persons. Nothing contained in this article shall be
construed to prohibit the practice of neurofeedback therapy by qualified
health care professionals licensed in this state, or by students or

interns in health care educational progranms. Nothing contained in this
article shall be construed to prohibit the practice of neurofeedback
therapy by qualified para-professionals who are supervised by |icensed
health care professionals qualified to practice neurof eedback therapy.

8 6926. Special provisions. Any person practicing neurof eedback thera-
py on the effective date of this article, not otherw se exenpt. shal
apply for a license as a neurof eedback therapist within one year of such
date. Pending |licensure, such person shall be eligible for a limted
permt as provided in section sixty-nine hundred twenty-four of this

article. Any person who neets the appropriate requirenents and has been
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rtified by a national certifying body having standards acceptable to

th

e board of regents shall be granted a license.

be

8 6927. Practice restrictions. Nothing contained in this article shal

construed to confer the authority to practice nedicine by neurof eed-

back therapists.

it

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
shal |l have becone a | aw



