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        AN ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to health  care  retainer
          programs

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Section 1108 of the insurance law is amended  by  adding  a
     2  new subsection (l) to read as follows:
     3    (l)  Every  health  care retainer program operated pursuant to article
     4  fifty-seven of this chapter.
     5    § 2. The insurance law is amended by adding a new article 57  to  read
     6  as follows:
     7                                  ARTICLE 57
     8                        HEALTH CARE RETAINER PROGRAMS
     9  Section 5701. Definitions.
    10          5702. Health care retainer programs.
    11    § 5701. Definitions. As used in this article:
    12    (a)  "Agreement"  shall  mean a health care retainer agreement entered
    13  into pursuant to a program operated  by  a  primary  care  physician  or
    14  primary care physicians.
    15    (b) "Primary care" shall mean professional medical care offered in the
    16  fields  of  family  practice,  general pediatrics, primary care internal
    17  medicine, and primary care obstetrics and gynecology, and as defined  in
    18  the rules and regulations of the commissioner of health.
    19    (c)  "Primary care physician" shall mean a person licensed to practice
    20  medicine in this state whose primary field of practice is primary care.
    21    (d) "Primary care practitioner" shall mean a  midwife,  nurse  practi-
    22  tioner  or physician assistant authorized to practice in this state, who
    23  provides primary care, and who is subject to the supervision and  direc-
    24  tion of a primary care physician.
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     1    (e)  "Program"  shall  mean a health care retainer program offered and
     2  operated by a primary care physician or a group of primary  care  physi-
     3  cians whereby such physician or physicians, and primary care practition-
     4  ers  under the control of such physician or physicians, agree to provide
     5  all necessary primary care to any person entering into an agreement, and
     6  their  dependents,  for  a  certain period of time in exchange for a fee
     7  established upon entering into the agreement.
     8    § 5702. Health care retainer programs. Any primary care  physician  or
     9  group of primary care physicians may establish and operate a health care
    10  retainer program subject to the provisions of this section.
    11    (a)  Every  agreement  shall  be written in clear, concise and easy to
    12  understand language, and fully define the primary care services  covered
    13  by  such  agreement, the fee for the provision of such services, and the
    14  period of time such services are to be provided for such fee.
    15    (b) Every agreement shall be limited to the provision of primary care.
    16    (c) All fees and charges paid for agreements shall be deposited by the
    17  operators of a  program  in  an  unsegregated  interest-bearing  deposit
    18  account  with  a  banking  institution,  as  defined in the banking law.
    19  Moneys shall be paid out of such account  only  in  such  amount  as  is
    20  equivalent to the fees and charges for primary care delivered during the
    21  preceding calendar month.
    22    (d) Every program shall, on or before February first each year, submit
    23  an  affidavit to the superintendent attesting to its compliance with the
    24  provisions of this article during  the  immediately  preceding  calendar
    25  year.
    26    § 3. This act shall take effect immediately.


