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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2017

Introduced by M of A CGICK COX -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COLTON, GOTTFRI ED, HOOPER -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Soci al Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to the reporting of
ani mal abuse

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 413 of the social services law is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:
1-a. Any person subject to the reporting requirenents of this title

shall report or cause a report to be made in accordance with this title
when, as a result of perform ng such duties, such person has reasonable
cause to suspect that abuse or maltreatnent of an aninmal has been caused
by a person also suspected of abuse or maltreatnent of a child.

8 2. Section 415 of the social services law is amended by addi ng a new
undesi gnat ed paragraph to read as foll ows:

Reports of suspected aninmal abuse or maltreatnent made pursuant to
this title shall be made imediately by telephone or by tel ephone
facsimle nmachine. Oral reports shall be followed by a report in witing
within forty-eight hours after such oral report. Gal and witten
reports shall be nmade to the local society for the prevention of cruelty
to animals or the local police departnment. A copy of the witten report
shall be forwarded to the Anerican Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals within forty-eight hours of the oral report. Witten reports
shall be nmade in a nmanner prescribed by the Anerican Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and shall include the follow ng infor-
mation: a description of the aninal; the present |ocation of the aninmal;
a description of the injury, abuse or maltreatnent of the aninal
including any evidence of prior injuries, abuse or maltreatnent of such
animal or of other aninals; the nane and address of the person or
persons alleged to be responsible for causing the injury, abuse or
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nmal treatment; the source of the report; the nane, address and tel ephone
nunber of the person making the report; and any action taken by the
reporting source with regard to the injury, abuse or maltreatnment of the
animal . Witten reports frompersons or officials required by this title
to report shall be adnmissible in any proceedings relating to aninmal
abuse or nmmltreatnent.

8§ 3. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 420 of the social services |aw,
as added by chapter 1039 of the |laws of 1973, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Any person, official or institution required by this title to
report a case of suspected child abuse or nmaltreatnent or ani mal abuse
or maltreatnment who willfully fails to do so shall be guilty of a class
A m sdeneanor

2. Any person, official or institution required by this title to
report a case of suspected child abuse or maltreatment or animal abuse
or maltreatnment who knowingly and wllfully fails to do so shall be
civilly liable for the damages proxi mately caused by such failure.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




