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        AN  ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to peer support programs
          for physicians, dentists, physician assistants and nurse practitioners

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The insurance law is amended by adding a new section 3436-a
     2  to read as follows:
     3    §  3436-a.  Disclosure  of  information  obtained and discussed within
     4  certain peer support programs. (a) For the purpose of this section:
     5    (1) "Peer support program" means a program implemented by  a  domestic
     6  insurer, authorized to deliver policies of medical malpractice insurance
     7  within  the state, whereby physicians, dentists, physician assistants or
     8  nurse practitioners participate in group or individual support meetings,
     9  in person or by telephone, for the purpose of assisting  the  physician,
    10  dentist, physician assistant or nurse practitioner with all issues asso-
    11  ciated with emotional healing and wellness.
    12    (2) "Peer support meeting" means any meeting or telephone conversation
    13  that takes place pursuant to a peer support program.
    14    (3)  "Peer"  means  a physician, dentist, physician assistant or nurse
    15  practitioner who participates in a peer support meeting.
    16    (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law  to  the  contrary,  no
    17  statement  made by any person in conjunction with a peer support program
    18  or during a peer support meeting, including  but  not  limited,  to  any
    19  writing  or  electronic  record  created  for  the purpose of arranging,
    20  facilitating, convening, conducting or preserving a peer  support  meet-
    21  ing,  or any writing or electronic record created during such meeting or
    22  in conjunction with  such  program's  operation,  shall  be  subject  to
    23  disclosure  rules under article thirty-one of the civil practice law and
    24  rules or otherwise. No person participating in, or in attendance  at,  a
    25  peer  support  meeting  or  working  in  conjunction with a peer support
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     1  program shall be compelled to testify in any judicial or  quasi-judicial
     2  proceeding  as  to the peer support meeting or peer support program. Any
     3  insured or insurer which relies upon the  protections  and  prohibitions
     4  provided  for in this subsection shall not be permitted to rely upon any
     5  testimony of any peer arising out of participation  in  a  peer  support
     6  program or peer support meeting.
     7    (c)  This  section  shall  apply  to  all  oral communications, notes,
     8  records, reports and recordings arising out of a peer support counseling
     9  session that are not public records for the purposes of this section.
    10    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


