OCO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

3377

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2017

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environmental conservation |aw and the agriculture
and markets law, in relation to the regulation of aquaculture; and to
repeal section 11-1909 of the environnmental conservation |law relating
to private trout and bl ack bass hatcheries

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 11-1909 of the environmental conservation lawis
REPEALED.

8§ 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 11-1319 of the -environ-
mental conservation |aw, as anmended by chapter 193 of the |laws of 1992
is anended to read as foll ows:

a. This section governs possession, transportation and sale of al
fish taken in waters of +the state, including the nmarine and coastal
district except (1) trout and bl ack bass raised under pernmit from the
departnent and identified as provided in section [13-2808] one hundred
one of the agriculture and markets law, (2) fish taken froma farm fish
pond licensed as provided in section 11-1911, and (3) fish taken from
licensed fishing preserve waters as provided in section 11-1913.

§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 11-1501 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as anmended by chapter 193 of the laws of 1992, is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. This title 15 of the Fish and Wldlife Law and regul ati ons adopted
pursuant hereto do not apply to (a) the taking of fish by angling as
permitted in title 13; (b) the taking of fish or the use of nets in the
mari ne and coastal district as defined in section 13-0103, or in a trout
or black bass hatchery operated under permt fromthe departnent as
provided in section [43:-32909] one hundred one of the agriculture and
markets law, or in a farmfish pond licensed as provided in section
11-1911 or in a fishing preserve |licensed as provided in section

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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11-1913; (c) the sale or taking for sale of bait fish naned in section
11-1315.

8 4. The agriculture and markets law is anended by adding a new arti -

cle 6 to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE 6
REGULATI ON OF AQUACUL TURE
Section 100. legislative intent.
101. Private trout and bl ack bass hatcheries.
102. Examination of regulatory policies.
103. Aquaculture task force

8 100. lLegislative intent. The legislature finds and declares that
aquaculture is anpong the fastest growing segnents of the global agricul-
ture markets, with New York's fish-farmng industry supplyving fish to a
variety of markets, and that this body should seek ways to develop the
fish-farmng business as an alternative cash crop for farns across the
st ate.

8 101. Private trout and bl ack bass hatcheries. 1. The departnent in
its discretion may issue to any person a hatchery permt, valid during
the cal endar year of issue, to propagate, raise and sell trout. The
departnent shall establish by order regulations governing the identifi-
cation and transportation of trout raised under such a permt, other
than by individual tagging, which are offered for sale, sold or trans-
ported.

2. The departnent in its discretion may issue to any person a hatchery
permt, valid during the cal endar year of issue, to propagate, raise and

sell black bass. The departnent shall establish by order reqgulations
governing the identification and transportation of black bass raised
under such a permt, other than by individual tagging, which are offered
for sale, sold or transported.

8§ 102. Examnation of requlatory policies. In order to achieve the
goals set forth in section one hundred of this article, the state shal
exani ne available regulatory and policy changes that would inprove the
profitability of aquaculture in New York and adopt only policies that:

1. allow for the sale of live fish to donestic nmarkets legally and
safel y;

2. are not overly burdensone to the operator of an aquaculture facili-
ty: and

3. do not require individual identification or tagging as a nethod of
tracking donestically-raised fish

8 103. Aquaculture task force. 1. An aquaculture task force is hereby
created to conduct the exanmination described in section one hundred two
of this article and deternmine the viability of adopting a requlatory
systemwi th pronption and protection of the aquaculture industry as its
goal for the state

2. The task force shall consist of ten nenbers, each to serve for a
termof two years, to be appointed as follows: one shall be appointed by
the tenporary president of the senate and one by the mnority |eader of
the senate; one shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly and
one by the mnority |eader of the assenbly; and six shall be appointed
by the governor. The appointees shall be broadly representative of the
geographic areas of the state and include representatives of the aqua-
culture industry, ethnic population and |ocal governnment and the public

at large. No nore than four appointees shall be |legislators. Commi s-
sioners of the departnent and the departnent of environnental conserva-
tion shall be ex-officio nenbers. The governor shall designate the

chairman and vice chairnman from anong his appointees. Vacancies in the
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nmenber ship of the comni ssion and anong its officers shall be filled in
the manner provided for original appointnents.

3. The task force may enploy and at pleasure renpve such personnel as
it may deem necessary for the performance of its functions and fix their
conpensation within the anpunts nade avail able therefor.

4. The task force may neet within and without the state and shall hold
public hearings. and shall have all the powers of a legislative commt-
tee pursuant to the legislative |aw

5. The nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this article.

6. To the maxinum extent feasible, the task force shall be entitled to
request and receive and shall utilize and be provided with such facili-
ties, resources, and data of any court, departnent, division, board,
bureau, conmm ssion, or agency of the state or any political subdivision

thereof as it may reasonably request to carry out properly its powers
and duties pursuant to this article.

7. The appointing authorities shall appoint the nenbers of the
sustainable developnent task force on or before ninety days after the
effective date of this section and the task force shall convene its

first neeting on or before sixty days thereafter.

8. The task force shall nmake a prelinmnary report to the governor and
the legislature of its findings, conclusions, and reconmmendations by
Aoril first of the calendar year next succeeding the cal endar year in
which this article took effect and a final report of its findings,
conclusions, and recomendations not later than Decenber thirty-first of
the calendar year next succeeding the calendar year in which this arti-
cle took effect., and shall submit wth its reports such leqgislative
proposals as it deens necessary to inplenent its recomendations.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately.




