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STATE OF NEW YORK

3365

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2017

Introduced by M of A DenDEKKER -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to course credit for
veterans, articulation between nmilitary and civilian professiona
careers and application for adm ssion to practice of a profession by a
veteran or a veteran's spouse; to anend the general business law, in
relation to licensing, certification and registration for veterans and
veteran's spouses; to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation
to providing notor vehicle inspector certification and nechanic quali -
fications; to amend the public health law, in relation to certif-
ication of first responder or energency nedical technicians; to amend
the county law, in relation to licensure of master electricians; and
to anmend the general city law, in relation to plunber certification

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 669-h
to read as foll ows:

8 669-h. Course credit for veterans. 1. For purposes of this section
the term"veteran" neans a person, male or female, resident of this
state, who has served in the active mlitary or naval service of the
United States during a war in which the United States was engaged and
who has been released fromsuch service by any neans of an honorable or
general discharge, or who has been furloughed to the reserve.

2. Every veteran who is enrolled on a full-tine basis as an undergrad-
uate student in good standing, at an institution wthin the state
university system shall upon application and approval of the chancel -
lor, or his or her designee, be granted up to six acadenic credits per
senester towards his or her degree for conpletion of courses that were
part of such veteran's nmilitary training or service. 1In deternining the
approval of such veteran's application, the chancellor, or his or her
designee, shall consider the standards of the Anerican council on educa-
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tion. No fee, tuition or other charge shall be assessed against a veter-
an who qualifies for such credit pursuant to this section.

3. The chancellor of the state university of New York may promul gate
rules and regulations as are necessary to fully inplenent the provisions
of this section.

§ 2. Section 6505-c of the education |aw, as added by chapter 106 of
the |l aws of 2003, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 6505-c. Articulation between mlitary and civilian professiona
careers. 1. The conmi ssioner shall develop, jointly with the director of
the division of veterans' affairs, a programto facilitate articulation
between participation in the mlitary service of the United States or
the mlitary service of the state and adm ssion to practice of a profes-
sion. The commi ssioner and the director shall identify, review and eval -
uate professional training prograns offered through either the nilitary
service of the United States or the mlitary service of the state which
may, where applicable, be accepted by the departnent as equivalent
education and training in lieu of all or part of an approved program
Particul ar enphasis shall be placed on the identification of mlitary
prograns whi ch have previously been deened acceptable by the depart nent
as equival ent education and training, prograns which may provide, where
applicable, equivalent education and training for those professions
which are critical to public health and safety and prograns which my
provi de, where applicable, equivalent education and training for those
prof essions for which shortages exist in the state of New York and
progranms which may provide, where applicable, equivalent education and
training for those professions which would pronote the econoni c devel op-
nent, job creation or technol ogi cal advancenent of business in the state
of New York.

2. The conmissioner and the director shall prepare a |ist of those
mlitary prograns which have previously been deened acceptable by the
department as equival ent education and training in lieu of all or part

of an approved programno later than the thirtieth of August, two thou-
sand three. On and after such date, such list shall be nade available to
the public and applicants for admission to practice of a profession.

3. The commissioner and the director shall prepare a |list of those
mlitary progranms which may provide, where applicable, equival ent educa-
tion and training for those professions which are critical to public
health and safety, programs which may provide, where applicable, equiv-
alent education and training for those professions for which shortages
exist in the state of New York, programs which nmay provide, where appli-
cable, equivalent education and training for those professions which
would pronpte the econonic developnent, job creation or technol ogica
advancenent of business in the state of New York and any other mlitary
prograns which may, where applicable, be accepted by the department as
equi val ent education and training in lieu of all or part of an approved
program no later than the thirty-first of COctober, two thousand three.
On and after such date, such list shall be nmade available to the public
and applicants for admi ssion to practice of a profession.

4. Such lists shall be prepared annually no later than the thirtieth
of June thereafter with additions and deletions nade jointly by the
comm ssioner and the director and nade available to the public and
applicants for admi ssion to practice of a profession on such date.

5. In their determination pursuant to this section of which mlitary
prograns provide equival ent education and training, so as to be accepted
by the departnent as equival ent education and training in lieu of all or
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part of an approved program the comm ssioner and the director shal
consider the standards of the Anerican council on education.

8 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 6505-d to
read as foll ows:

8 6505-d. Application for adnission to the practice of a profession by
a veteran or a spouse of a veteran. The conm ssioner shall provide for
an expedited application for admission to the practice of a profession
by a veteran or a spouse of a veteran. Such application shall be deter-
m ned by the conm ssioner within thirty days of the filing of the appli-
cation with the conmissioner by the veteran or spouse of a veteran. In
naeking the determnation for the veteran, the comissioner shall, in
addition to the education and training of the veteran, also consider the
equi valent education and training of the veteran, in accordance with
section sixty-five hundred five-c of this subarticle. In making the
determnation for the veteran's spouse, the conm ssioner shall consider
the education and training of the veteran's spouse, together wth any
equi val ent education, training, past adni ssion or past practice of such
spouse of such profession in another jurisdiction, together wth the
standards of the Anerican council on education. If the conmmi ssioner
deternmines that the education and training of the veteran or the veter-
an's spouse, and/or their past adm ssion or past practice in another
jurisdiction, is essentially equivalent to the requirenents necessary
for admssion to practice the profession in New York state, then the
commi ssioner_shall grant such veteran or veteran's spouse admission to
practice the profession in New York state.

8 4. The general business law is anended by adding a new article 2-A
to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 2-A
LI CENSI NG, CERTI FI CATI ON AND REG STRATI ON FOR VETERANS AND VETERAN
SPOUSES
Section 20-a. Articulation between mlitary and civilian professiona
careers.
20-b. Application for licensing, certification or registration
to practice a profession by a veteran or a spouse of a
vet er an.
8 20-a. Articulation bet ween mlitary and civilian professiona
careers. 1. The secretary of state shall develop, jointly wth the

director of the division of veterans' affairs, a programto facilitate
articulation between participation in the arned forces of the United
States or the mlitary service of the state and the licensing, certif-
ication and registration for veterans to practice any profession
licensed, certified or registered pursuant to this chapter. The secre-
tary and the director shall identify, review and evaluate professional
training prograns offered through either the arned forces of the United
States or the mlitary service of the state which may, where applicable,
be accepted by the departnent as equival ent education and training in
lieu of all or part of an approved program Particular enphasis shall be
placed on the identification of mlitary prograns which have previously
been deened acceptable by the departnent as equivalent education and
training, prograns which may provide, where applicable, equival ent
education and training for those professions which are critical to
public health and safety and prograns which nmay provide, where applica-
bl e, equivalent education and training for those professions for which
shortages exist in the state and prograns which nay provide, where
applicable, equivalent education and training for those professions
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whi ch would pronpte the econonic devel opnent, job creation or technol og-
ical advancenent of business in the state.

2. The secretary and the director shall prepare a list of those mli-
tary prograns which have previously been deened acceptable by the
departnent as equivalent education and training in lieu of all or part
of an approved programno later than January first, two thousand seven-
teen. On and after such date, such list shall be nmade available to the
public and applicants for adnission to practice of a profession

3. The secretary and the director shall prepare a list of those mli-
tary progranms which may provide, where applicable, equival ent education
and training for those professions which are critical to public health
and safety, prograns which nay provide, where applicable, equivalent
education and training for those professions for which shortages exist
in the state, programs which may provide, where applicable, equivalent
education and training for those professions which would pronpte the
econoni ¢ _devel opnent, job creation or technol ogi cal advancenent of busi -
ness in the state and any other nilitary progranms which may, where
applicable, be accepted by the departnment as equivalent education and
training in lieu of all or part of an approved programno later than the
thirty-first of October, two thousand eighteen. On and after such date,
such list shall be nade available to the public and applicants for the
licensing, certification and registration to the practice of a profes-
si on.

4, Such lists shall be prepared annually no later than the thirtieth
of June thereafter wth additions and deletions nmade jointly by the
secretary and the director and nade available to the public and appli-
cants for the licensing, certification and reqgistration to the practice
of a profession on such date.

5. Intheir determnation pursuant to this section of which nilitary
prograns provide equival ent education and training, so as to be accepted
by the departnment as equivalent education and training in lieu of all or
part of an approved program the secretary and the director shal
consider the standards of the Anerican council on education.

8 20-b. Application for licensing, certification or registration to
practice a profession by a veteran or a spouse of a veteran. The secre-

tary of state shall provide for an expedited application for 1icensing.
certification or registration to the practice of a profession by a
veteran or a spouse of a veteran. Such application shall be determ ned

by the secretary wthin thirty days of the filing of the application
with the secretary by the veteran or spouse of a veteran. In making the
determnation for the veteran, the secretary shall, in addition to the
education and training of the veteran, also consider the equivalent
education and training of the veteran. in accordance with section twen-
ty-a of this article. In making the deternmination for the veteran's
spouse, the secretary shall consider the education and training of the
veteran's spouse, together with any equival ent education, training, past
licensing, certification or registration or past practice of such spouse
of such profession in another jurisdiction, together with the standards
of the Anerican council on education. If the secretary deternines that
the education and training of the veteran or the veteran's spouse,
and/or their past licensing, certification or registration or past prac-
tice in another jurisdiction, is essentially equivalent to the require-
nents necessary for licensing, certification or registration to practice
the profession in the state, then the secretary shall grant such veteran
or veteran's spouse licensing, certification or registration to practice

such prof essi on.
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8§ 5. Subdivision (c) of section 304-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 61 of the Ilaws of 1989, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(c) The conmi ssioner may, by regul ation, establish standards of conpe-
tency and fitness for certification as an inspector; provided, however,
that any person who was a nenber of the arnmed forces of the United
States, national guard or reserves and who by military training and
practice acquired the skills of a notor vehicle inspector shall be
certified by the comn ssioner as an inspector.

8 6. Section 398-d of the vehicle and traffic |law is anmended by addi ng
a new subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. Any person who was a nenber of the arned forces of the United
States, national guard or reserves, and who by mnilitary training and
practice acquires the skills of a notor vehicle nechanic, shall be
deened to be qualified to performwork upon notor vehicles at notor
vehicle repair shops.

§ 7. Subdivision 2 of section 3002 of the public health |aw, as
anended by chapter 580 of the laws of 2007, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. The state council shall have the power, by an affirmative vote of a
majority of those present, subject to approval by the conm ssioner, to

enact, and fromtine to time, anend and repeal, rules and regulations
establ i shing mni num standards for anbul ance services, anbul ance service
certification, advanced Ilife support first response services, the

provi sion of prehospital emergency medical care, public education, the
devel opnment of a statewide enmergency nedical services system the
provi sion of ambul ance services outside the primary territory specified
in the anbulance services' certificate and the training, exam nation

and certification of certified first responders, energency nedical tech-
ni ci ans, and advanced energency nedi cal technicians; provided, however,
that such m ni nrum standards must be consistent with the staffing stand-
ards established by section three thousand five-a of this article. Such
training shall be mde available by video or conputer to the maxi mum

ext ent possi bl e. [Eh%++—Janua#y—Lf#sLT—ﬂ+ne%een7hand%ed—a+ne%y—se¥eﬂT—ne

registrati-ep—-ssued—under—sectionthreethousandfteouw—] The curricul um
for certified first responder training shall not exceed fifty-one hours
including prerequisites. Notw thstanding any other provision of this
article to the contrary, any person who was a nenber of the arned forces
of the United States, national guard or reserves, and who by military
training and practice was a nedic or corpsnman, shall be certified, with-
out exanmination, by the state council and regional councils as a first

responder or energency nedical technician. The state council shall have
the sanme powers granted to regional councils by this article in any
region of the state in which a regional council has not been estab-
I i shed.

8 8. Subdivision 1 of section 236-a of the county |aw, as anmended by
chapter 257 of the laws of 2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of the general city | aw or any other
law to the contrary, the counties of Dutchess, Suffolk and Westchester
are each hereby authorized to establish a county board of exaniners for

master electricians and to enpower such board to assume all |[|icensing
duties within each such county with respect to the |licensure of naster
el ectrici ans. Provided, that such counties shall provide for the

licensing, wthout examnation, as a nmaster electrician of any person
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who was a nenber of the arned forces of the United States, nationa
guard or reserves, and who by military training and practice acquired
the skills of an electrician. The counties of Dutchess, Suffolk and
West chester shall provide for naster electrician's duties and responsi -
bilities in accordance with the local |aw of each such county.

8§ 9. Section 45 of the general city lawis anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 45. Exam nations; conducting business without certificate prohibit-
ed. A person desiring or intending to conduct the trade, business or
calling of a plunmber or of plunmbing in a city of this state as enpl oyi ng
or master plunber, shall be required to subnit to an exam nation before
such exam ni ng board of plunbers as to his experience and qualifications
for such trade, business or calling, and it shall not be lawful in any
city of this state for a person to conduct such trade, business or call-
ing, unless he shall have first obtained a certificate of conpetency
from such board of the city in which he conducts or proposes to conduct
such business. Provided, however, that any person who was a nenber of
the armed forces of the United States, national guard or reserves, and
who by military training and practice acquired the skills of a plunber,
shall be certified as conpetent without exam nation.

8§ 10. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provi ded, however,
that section one of this act shall take effect on the first of July next
succeeding the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, that,
effective imedi ately, any rules and regul ati ons necessary to inpl enent
the provisions of this act onits effective date are authorized and
directed to be amended, added and/or repealed on or before such date.




