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Introduced by M of A RAIA FINCH -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to authorizing
t he personal presence of crinme victins during tria

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
determines that in the interest of the fair administration of justice
that a victimof a crimnal offense be afforded the opportunity to
attend any trial or hearing conducted by any court which pertains to
such crimnal offense.

Further, the legislature hereby finds and determnes, that in the
interest of the fair adm nistration of justice that a victimof a crim -
nal offense not be excluded fromany hearing or trial conducted by any
court which pertains to such crimnal offense merely because the victim
has or may testify at such hearings or trial. The legislature finds that
the right of the victimto be personally present during a trial or hear-
i ng should be guaranteed to further the interests of justice.

8§ 2. The crimnal procedure law is anended by adding three new
sections 260.25, 260.26 and 260.27 to read as foll ows:

§ 260.25 Crine victims court attendance.

The victimof a crimnal offense, or his representative, shall be
entitled to be personally present during the trial of an indictnent and
shall be seated during such trial at the counsel table of the prosecu-
tor.

§ 260.26 Exenption fromrule requiring exclusion of witness fromcourt:;
renoval generally.

Acrine victimshall be exenpt fromthe operation of rule of court,
regul ation or statute or other law requiring the separation or exclusion
of witnesses fromcourt in crimnal hearings or trials. Provided, howev-
er, if a crine victimwitness conducts hinmself in so disorderly and
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[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
LBDO6877-01-7



O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

A. 3260 2

disruptive a manner that the trial cannot be carried on with himin the
courtroom he may be renoved fromthe courtroomif, after he has been
warned by the court that he wll be renoved if he continues such
conduct, he continues to engage in such conduct.

8 260.27 Designation of representative.

If a victim is wunable to attend the trial of an indictnent or any
portion thereof by reason of death, disability, hardship. incapacity,
physical., nental, or enptional condition, age, or other inability, the
victim the victims guardian or the victims famly nay select a repre-
sentative who shall be entitled to exercise any right granted to the
victim Provi ded, however, in the event of a dispute, the court inits
di scretion may designate such representative.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




