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STATE OF NEW YORK

2941

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 23, 2017

Introduced by M of A LENTCL -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to providing tuition
awards to children of veterans who served in armed confli ct

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 668 of the education |aw, as added by chapter 942
of the laws of 1974, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 580 of the |aws
of 1992, paragraphs (a) and (d) of subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter
261 of the Ilaws of 1995, paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 as anended by
chapter 616 of the laws of 1995, paragraphs (f) and (g) of subdivision 1
as added by chapter 435 of the |aws of 2006, subdivision 2 as anended by
chapter 333 of the laws of 1993, the opening paragraph of subdivision 2
as anmended by chapter 547 of the | aws of 2004, and paragraphs (b) and
(c) of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 390 of the laws of 1995, s
anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 668. Regents awards for children of deceased and di sabl ed veterans;
tuition awards for children of veterans who served in arnmed conflict.
In addition to the regents awards provided to children of deceased and
di sabl ed veterans, the president of the higher education services corpo-
ration shall make available to the children of a living or deceased
veteran of the arnmed forces of the United States who conpleted a period
of mlitary service as defined in subdivision one of this section, a
tuition award that nay be applied to any college or conmunity college in
the state university of New York system any university of the state of
New York, or the university of the city of New York.

1. Period of mlitary service. For a student to be eligible, the
parent, or step-parent where the student is the dependent of the step-
parent, (i) must have been a recipient of the arned forces expeditionary
medal , the navy expeditionary nedal or the narine corps expeditionary
medal for participation in operations in Lebanon from June first, nine-
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teen hundred eighty-three to Decenber first, nineteen hundred eighty-
seven, in Genada from Cctober twenty-third, nineteen hundred eighty-
three to Novenber twenty-first, nineteen hundred eighty-three, or in
Panama from Decenber twentieth, nineteen hundred eighty-nine to January
thirty-first, nineteen hundred ninety, or (ii) nust have served on regu-
lar active duty (other than for training) in the armed forces of the
United States during part of one of the follow ng periods:

(a) April sixth, nineteen hundred seventeen to Novenber el even, nine-
teen hundred ei ght een.

(b) Decenber seven, nineteen hundred forty-one to Decenber thirty-one
ni net een hundred forty-six, or have been enployed by the Wr Shipping
Admi nistration or Ofice of Defense Transportation or their agents as a
mer chant seanman docunented by the United States Coast Guard or Depart-
ment of Commerce, or as a civil servant enployed by the United States
Army Transport Service (later redesignated as the United States Arny
Transportation Corps, Water Division) or the Naval Transportation
Service; and who served satisfactorily as a crew menber during the peri-
od of arned conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one, to
August fifteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, aboard nerchant vessels
in oceangoing, i.e., foreign, intercoastal, or coastw se service as such
terns are defined under federal |law (46 USCA 10301 & 10501) and further
to include "near foreign" voyages between the United States and Canada,
Mexi co, or the West Indies via ocean routes, or public vessels in ocean-
goi ng service or foreign waters and who has received a Certificate of
Rel ease or Discharge from Active Duty and a di scharge certificate, or an
Honorabl e Service Certificate/ Report of Casualty, fromthe Departnent of
Def ense or have served as a United States civilian enployed by the Aner-
ican Field Service and served overseas under United States Armies and
United States Arny Groups in world war Il during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one through May
ei ghth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who was di scharged or rel eased
therefrom under honorable conditions, or have served as a United States
civilian Flight Crew and Avi ati on Ground Support Enpl oyee of Pan Aneri-
can Wirld Airways or one of its subsidiaries or its affiliates and
served overseas as a result of Pan American's contract with Air Trans-
port Command or Naval Air Transport Service during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-one through August
fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who was discharged or
rel eased therefrom under honorabl e conditions.

(c) June twenty-seven, nineteen hundred fifty to January thirty-one,
ni neteen hundred fifty-five.

(d) Decenber twenty-second, nineteen hundred sixty-one to May seventh,
ni net een hundred seventy-five.

(e) August two, nineteen hundred ninety to the end of hostilities in
the Persian @ulf conflict.

(f) From Septenber eighteenth, two thousand one until the end of the
United States nmilitary efforts in Afghanistan.

(g) From Cctober sixteenth, two thousand two wuntil the end of the
United States nmilitary efforts in Iraq.

2. Eligible groups. Awards shall be nmade to students each of whom has
a parent with such service, or a step-parent with such service where the
student is the dependent of the step-parent even if the student's
bi ol ogi cal parent is still living, who

(a) was a legal resident of New York state at the tinme of his or her
dem se and who died or die while so serving, or as a result of injury or
illness suffered or incurred during such mlitary service; or
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(b) is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States or nmenber
of the arnmed forces of the United States, who is a resident of the state
of New York, and who, for purposes of the granting of a regents award,
has a current disability of forty percent or nore as a result of an
injury or illness which is incurred or was incurred during such military
service; or

(c) is now deceased, who was a resident of this state at the tine of
his or her demi se, and who, for purposes of the granting of a regents
award at the time of his or her demise had a disability to a degree of
forty percent or nore as a result of an injury or illness which was
incurred during such mlitary service; or

(d) is classified as a former prisoner of war, or as mssing in
action, who has been so classified by the United States departnent of
defense, and who is a resident of the state of New York if a forner
prisoner of war or was a resident of the state of New York when classi-
fied as mssing in action.

3. Determnations of disability. Determinations concerning disability
or death by the United States Admi nistrator of Veterans Affairs or the
separate branches of the arned forces of the United States shall be
concl usi ve.

4. Amount and duration. (a) Regents awards. Every recipient of a

regents award shall receive an annual award of four hundred fifty
dollars for each of not nobre than four academ c years, or five acadenic
years if the recipient is enrolled in a programnormally requiring five
years, as defined by the conmm ssioner, pursuant to article thirteen of
this title.

(b) Tuition awards. (i) A tuition award granted under this section
shall be equal to the cost of undergraduate tuition, offset by any other
financial assistance or award received. If a tuition assistance program
(TAP) award or a regents award is also received, the conbined acadenic
year award shall not exceed tuition.

(ii) No recipient of a tuition award under this section shall receive
a tuition award for nore than eight senesters of full tine undergraduate
study, or the equivalent of four acadenmic years, or, if an undergraduate
program normally requires five academic years of full tinme study., for
nore than ten senesters of full tine study, or the equivalent of five
acadenmic vyears. "Full tinme study" shall nean enrollnment for nore than
twel ve senester hours per senester, or the equivalent, in an approved
under graduat e pr ogram

(iii) No recipient of a tuition award under this section shall receive
a tuition award for nore than sixteen senesters of part tine undergradu-
ate study, or the equivalent of eight academic years of part tine study,
or, if an undergraduate programnornally requires five acadenm c years of
full tinme study, for npore than twenty senesters of part tine study, or
the equivalent of ten academic vyears. "Part tine study" shall nean
enrollnment for at least three but less than twelve senester hours per
senmester, or the equivalent, in an approved undergraduate program

5. Applicability of tuition awards; non-resident fees. Tuition awards
provided under this section shall only be available within the state of
New York university system provided, however, that nothing contained
herein shall prevent institutions fromcharging non-resident fees if the
student is a non-resident.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeedi ng
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




