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STATE OF NEW YORK

2933

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 23, 2017

Introduced by M of A PECPLES-STOKES -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
police officer and firefighter |oan forgiveness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 677-b
to read as foll ows:

8 677-b. Police officer and firefighter |oan forgiveness program 1
Certification. Police officer and firefighter loan forgiveness awards
shall be awarded each year. Such awards shall be allocated as provi ded
inthis section to eligible police officers and eligible firefighters as
certified to the conm ssioner by the president.

2. Eligibility. A police officer or firefighter shall be eligible for
an award under this section provided that: (i) such person resides in a
city with a population between tw hundred fifty thousand and one
mllion which has enacted a local |aw providing for such police officer
and firefighter |oan forgiveness program (ii) such police officer or
firefighter is enployed in such city as a police officer or firefighter,
and (iii) such police officer or firefighter incurred student |oan
expense while attending Buffalo state college, university of Buffalo or
Erie community coll ege

3. Duration. Each award shall entitle the recipient to an annual award
and a recipient shall be eligible for no nore than a total of two thou-
sand dollars a year for a maximum of six years.

4. Calculation of award anpunts. The conmi ssioner shall be responsible
for calculating the dollar amunt of each award that eligible candidates
may receive fromthis program

5. Student | oan expense. Student |oan expense shall nean the cumul a-
tive total of the annual student |oans covering the cost of attendance
at Buffalo state college., university of Buffalo or FErie comunity
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college which are outstanding when application for such programis nade
pursuant to subdivision six of this section. Interest paid or due on
such student |oans that an applicant has taken out for use in paying for
such education shall be considered eligible for reinbursenent under this
progr am

6. Application and selection. Application shall be nmade to the conm s-
sioner in a nmanner prescribed by the conm ssioner.

7. Award di sbursenent. Annual award disbursenents shall be the respon-
sibility of the conmissioner. The conm ssioner shall forward approved
applications to the president no later than ninety days after receipt of
such applications. Wthin forty-five days, the president shall verify
the approved applicants' eligibility and total student |oan expense.

8. Notification. The president shall notify the conmm ssioner of the
award entitlement for each approved applicant pursuant to the verifica-
tion perfornmed in subdivision seven of this section

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




