OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

2662

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 20, 2017

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A SEAWRI GHT
-- read once and referred to the Commttee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to expanding the duties
of the office of children and fanmi|ly services concerning | eshian, gay,
bi sexual, and transgender runaway and honel ess youth

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 532-e of the executive | aw, as anended by chapter
182 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

§ 532-e. Powers and duties of the office of <children and fanmily
services. The office of children and famly services shall: [&=-] 1.
visit, inspect and rmake periodic reports on the operation and adequacy
of approved runaway progranms and transitional independent |iving support
pr ogr ans;

[(3] 2. certify residential facilities providing care to runaway
and/ or homel ess youth, provided, however, that no certification shall be

i ssued or renewed until it can be denonstrated that a program operated
pursuant to this article has consistent with appropriate collective
bar gai ni ng agreenents and applicable provisions of the civil service

| aw, devel oped and inplenmented a procedure for review ng and eval uati ng
t he backgrounds of and the information supplied by any person applying
to be an enpl oyee, volunteer or consultant, which shall include but not
be limted to the followi ng requirements: that the applicants set forth
his or her enploynent history, provide personal and enpl oynment refer-
ences and sign a sworn statenent indicating whether the applicant, to
the best of his or her know edge, has ever been convicted of a crine in
this state or any other jurisdiction;

[(s>] 3. maintain a register of approved runaway prograns, transi-
tional independent [living support progranms and runaway and honel ess
yout h service coordinators;
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[£5] 4. submit to the governor and |egislature an annual report
detailing the nunbers and characteristics of runaway and ot herwi se hone-
| ess youth throughout the state and their problens and service needs;

[(e>] 5. develop and pronulgate in consultation with county youth
bureaus and organi zati ons or prograns which have had past experience
dealing with runaway and honeless youth, regulations concerning the
coordination and integration of services available for runaway and
ot herwi se honel ess youth and prohibiting the disclosure or transferal of
any records containing the identity of individual youth receiving
services pursuant to this section, without the witten consent of the
yout h; [ and]

[(5] 6. develop and promulgate regulations in consultation with the
office of tenporary and disability assistance concerning the provision
of services by transitional independent |iving support prograns consist-
ent with the provisions of this article[-] .

[(£e9-] 7. require all enployees of approved prograns providing care to
runaway and/or honel ess youth to conplete training as set forth in regu-
lations promulgated by the office. Such training shall require al
enpl oyees of such residential facilities to receive instruction as spec-
ified by the office in the regulations and shall, at a mininum include
instruction in issues pertaining to |leshian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender _youth with particular enphasis on:

(a) appropriate term nology;

(b) particular challenges for |esbian, gay. bisexual, and transgender
runaway and honeless youth, including why |esbian, gay., bisexual, and
transgender youth are disproportionately honel ess;

(c) how to address honophobia or transphobia fromother youth at the
shel ter;

(d) confidentiality in the cases of |esbhian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender youth; and

(e) howto address the famlies of |esbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender youth; and

8. in conjunction with the comm ssioner of education, develop and
annually review a plan to ensure coordination and access to education
for homel ess children, in accordance with the provisions of section
thirty-two hundred nine of the education |law, and nonitor conpliance of
residential prograns for runaway and honel ess youth with such plan.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall have becone a | aw




