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January 20, 2017

Introduced by M of A SIMOTAS -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Corporations, Authorities and Comm ssions

AN ACT to anmend the public service law and the state administrative
procedure act, in relation to ex parte conmunications

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new section
20-a to read as foll ows:

8§ 20-a. Ex parte comunications. Wth regard to all hearings before
the comm ssioner or an officer or enployee specially authorized to
conduct an investigation or hearing, all parties shall receive witten
notice of all ex parte conmmunications and visits and shall have an
opportunity to respond.

8§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 307 of the state adm nistrative proce-
dure act is anended to read as foll ows:

2. Unless required for the disposition of ex parte matters authorized
by |aw, nenbers or enployees of an agency assigned to render a decision
or to nake findings of fact and conclusions of law in an adjudicatory
proceedi ng shall not conmmunicate, directly or indirectly, in connection
with any issue of fact, with any person or party, nor, in connection
with any issue of law, with any party or his representative, except upon
notice and opportunity for all parties to participate. Any such agency
menber (a) may communi cate with other nmenbers of the agency, and (b) may
have the aid and advice of agency staff other than staff which has been
or is engaged in the investigative or prosecuting functions in
connection with the case under consideration or factually rel ated case.
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8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal

have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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