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STATE OF NEW YORK

2467

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 20, 2017

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRIGHT -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to establish the bi-state Long Island sound comission, and
providing for its powers and duties; and to anmend chapter 690 of the
| aws of 1988, creating the bi-state Long |Island sound narine resources
committee, in relation to the powers of the bi-state Long Island sound
commi ssi on

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The | egislature hereby finds that Long
Island sound is a precious and sensitive natural resource providing the
states of Connecticut and New York with a source of environnental beau-
ty, marine resources, transportation, industry and recreation. These
states share ownership and stewardship of Long Island sound. Decisions
of one state may inpact directly or indirectly on the residents of the
other state. Significant projects my require approval fromstate or
| ocal agencies in both states. Proposed projects to address energy
supply and energy denmand of both states potentially affect Long Island
sound. Cooperative planning to address such energy supply and denand
woul d greatly reduce the inpact of such proposed projects on Long Island
sound. The waters and industrial uses of the |ower Hudson River valley
simlarly affect the quality of Long |sland sound.

8 2. Establishment of commission and nenbership thereof. There is
hereby established a bi-state Long Island sound commi ssion which shal
consi st of the governors of the states of Connecticut and New York, or
their designees, and in addition, seven nenbers who are residents of
Connecti cut and seven nenbers who are residents of New York.

(a) The seven Connecticut nenbers shall be appointed to two-year termns
as follows:

(1) one appointed by the governor of the state of Connecticut;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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(2) one appointed by the president pro tenpore of the senate of the
state of Connecticut;

(3) one appointed by the majority |l eader of the senate of the state of
Connecti cut;

(4) one appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate of the state of
Connecti cut;

(5) one appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives of
the state of Connecticut;

(6) one appointed by the majority |eader of the house of represen-
tatives of the state of Connecticut; and

(7) one appointed by the mnority |eader of the house of represen-
tatives of the state of Connecticut.

(b) The seven New York nenbers shall be appointed to two-year terns as
fol | ows:

(1) one appointed by the governor;

(2) two appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(3) one appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate;

(4) two appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

(5) one appointed by the minority | eader of the assenbly.

(c) The governors of the states of Connecticut and New York, or their
desi gnees, shall serve as co-chairpersons of said comm ssion, ex-offi-
cio, unless the conmi ssion nmenbers sel ect other chairpersons by majority
vote. In no event shall the co-chairpersons be fromthe sane state

8 3. Duties of the conm ssion. The bi-state Long Island sound conm s-
sion shall

(a) review and consider najor environnmental, ecol ogical and energy
i ssues involving Long Island sound and the | ower Hudson River valley,
provided the commission's review and consideration of issues involving
such valley shall be limted to issues in the valley that affect Long
Island sound; (b) seek consensus on strategi es and policies concerning
such issues; and (c) nmake recommendations for administrative and |egis-
| ative action to inplement such strategies and policies. Said conm ssion

shall nmeet not later than Cctober 1, 2018, and not | ess than quarterly
thereafter, at a tine, date and place to be determ ned by the co-chair-
per sons.

8 4. Adnministration. The bi-state Long |sland sound conmi ssion shal
be within the Departnent of Environmental Protection of the state of
Connecticut and the departnent of environnental conservation of New York
for administrative purposes only, and the expenses for said comn ssion
shall be borne equally by the states of Connecticut and New York

8 5. Preenption. Nothing in this act shall be construed to supplant or
supersede any statutory or regulatory authority of any state or nmunici-
pal agency concerning projects, policies or activities of said conms-
si on.

8 6. Section 3 of chapter 690 of the laws of 1988, «creating the
bi-state Long Island sound nmarine resources comrittee, as amended by
chapter 33 of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 3. Duties of conmittee; report. The conmittee may make such recom
mendations as may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act,
except for any major environnmental, ecological or energy issue involving
Long Island sound and the | ower Hudson River valley that is under review
by the bi-state Long |sland sound conmi ssion established pursuant to the

chapter of the |laws of 2017 that anended this section. In furtherance
of its responsibilities under this act, the comnmittee may coordi nate and
reconmend standardization of all Jlaws relative to Long |Island sound

including, but not limted to, standardization of jurisdiction of coas-
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tal waters by harbor nmanagenent conmm ssions, rmunicipal waterfront
aut horities, nunicipal conservation comr ssions, municipal port authori-
ties and municipal shellfish conm ssions. The coomittee shall consider
the adverse inpact any action proposed in or for Long Island sound may
have upon the public trust resources of said sound. The conmittee shal
prepare and submit a report to the governors and the |egislatures of the
respective states on or before February fifteenth, annually. The report
shal | make recommendati ons for |egislation regarding proposed industri-
alization and private wuse of public trust resources of Long Island
sound. | n devel opi ng such recommendati ons, the committee shall seek to
(1) avoid, (2) mnimze, and (3) mtigate the inpacts of such proposed
i ndustrialization and private use of public trust resources of said
sound. For the purposes of this section, "public trust resources" shal
include, but not be limted to, the historic and broad boating use of
said sound by the public, the right of the public to enjoy and expl ore
the natural beauty of said sound by boat, the rights of the public and
conmercial fishernen to harvest fish and shellfish fromsaid sound, the
protection of all natural resources of said sound that are held in trust
by the state for the public, the stewardship and restoration of sites
along the coast of said sound that contain inportant habitat or natural
resources and the protection of sites that provide opportunities for
public enjoynent of said sound.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect upon the enactnent into |aw by the
state of Connecticut of |egislation having an identical effect with this
act, but if the state of Connecticut has already enacted such |egis-
lation, this act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the secretary of state shall notify the Ilegislative bill drafting
comm ssi on upon the occurrence of the enactnent into | aw by the state of
Connecticut of legislation having an identical effect with this act in
order that the commission may maintain an accurate and tinely effective
data base of the official text of the laws of the state of New York in
furtherance of effecting the provisions of section 44 of the legislative
| aw and section 70-b of the public officers | aw



