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Introduced by M of A GUNTHER CRESPO HOOPER -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M of A PERRY, RIVERA -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to student activity fees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 355 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 20 to read as foll ows:

20. Student activity fee. a. Disclosure. Every college or universi-
ty of the state university shall conspicuously post on a publicly acces-
sible website a notice regarding the student activity fee which shal
include, but not be limted to: (1) the purpose of such fee, (2) the
rules and procedures for the allocation of funds fromsuch fee, (3) the
nane and nission statenent of each student organization that received
funding fromsuch fee during the previous acadenmic year, (4) the

requirenent that all funding decisions be nade in an open forum where
all students are given the opportunity to comment, (5) that all funding
decisions shall be made in a fair and neutral nmanner without regard to
the viewpoints of the organi zation requesting funding, and (6) that a
referendum shall be held at |east every two years the purpose of which
is to deternine whether the student activity fee shall be nmandatory or
vol untary.

b. Referendum Prior to the close of the first full acadenic year
inmmediately following the effective date of this subdivision, and at
| east once every two yvears thereafter, the student body at each coll ege
or university operated by the state university shall determne by refer-
endum whet her student activity progranms shall be supported by either
voluntary or nandatory student fees. Such referendum shall be conducted
on canpus at an easily accessible polling place or places and at such
tinme as shall be convenient for the greatest nunber of students. Under
no circunstances shall funding for any particular organization be deter-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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mned by referendum Notice of such referendumshall be conspicuously
posted at several |ocations on canpus for not less than fifteen days
prior to the date on which the referendum shall be conducted. Such
notice shall include, but not be linmted to, the date on which the
referendumwi Il be held, the tines during which polling places wll be
open, the location of all polling places, and the guestion or questions
before the student body.

c. Eligibility for funding. Any group that is officially recogni zed by
the representative student organization in accordance wth procedures
established on each canpus shall be eligible to receive funding from
student activity fee proceeds.

d. Disbursenent of funds. Proceeds of the student activity fee shal
be disbursed by the representative student organization in a fair and
neutral nmanner without regard to the viewpoints of the organization
requesting funding. Al funding decisions shall be nade in an open forum
where nenbers of the student body are given an opportunity to comrent.

e. Appeal of funding decisions. The representative student organiza-
tion on each canpus shall create an appeals process for registered
student organizations conplaining of viewpoint discrimnation in the
funding process. After exhausting student review, an aggrieved regis-
tered student organization may appeal to the chief administrative offi-
cer of each canpus, or his or her designee.

8§ 2. Section 6215 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. Student activity fee. a. Disclosure. Every college or university
of the city university shall conspicuously post on a publicly accessible
website a notice regarding the student activity fee which shall include,
but not be limted to: (1) the purpose of such fee, (2) the rules and
procedures for the allocation of funds fromsuch fee., (3) the nanme and
m ssion statenment of each student organization that received funding
from such fee during the previous academ c year, (4) the requirenent
that all funding decisions be made in an open forumwhere all students
are given the opportunity to comment, (5) that all funding decisions
shall be nade in a fair and neutral nmanner without regard to the view
points of the organization requesting funding, and (6) that a referendum
shall be held at |least every two years the purpose of which is to deter-
m ne whether the student activity fee shall be mandatory or voluntary.

b. Referendum Prior to the close of the first full academ c year
inmmediately followng the effective date of this subdivision. and at
| east once every two years thereafter, the student body at each college
or university operated by the city university shall determne by refer-
endum whether student activity programs shall be supported by either
voluntary or nmandatory student fees. Such referendum shall be conducted
on canpus at an easily accessible polling place or places and at such
time as shall be convenient for the greatest nunber of students. Under
no circunstances shall funding for any particular organization be deter-
m ned by referendum Notice of such referendum shall be conspicuously
posted at several locations on canpus for not less than fifteen days
prior to the date on which the referendum shall be conducted. Such
notice shall include, but not be linted to, the date on which the
referendumwi Il be held, the tines during which polling places wll be
open, the location of all polling places, and the gquestion or questions
before the student body.

c. Eligibility for funding. Any group that is officially recognized by

the representative student organization in accordance wth procedures
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established on each canpus shall be eligible to receive funding from
student activity fee proceeds.

d. Disbursenent of funds. Proceeds of the student activity fee shal
be disbursed by the representative student organizationin a fair and
neutral manner wthout regard to the viewpoints of the organi zation
requesting funding. Al funding decisions shall be nade in an open forum
where nenbers of the student body are given an opportunity to coment.

e. Appeal of funding decisions. The representative student organi za-
tion on each canmpus shall create an appeals process for registered
student organi zations conplaining of viewpoint discrimnation in the
funding process. After exhausting student review, an aggrieved regis-
tered student organization may appeal to the chief adnministrative offi-
cer of each canpus. or his or her designee.

§ 3. Section 6304 of the education |law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-a. Student activity fee. a. Disclosure. Every community college
shall conspicuously post on a publicly accessible website a notice
regarding the student activity fee which shall include, but not be

limted to: (1) the purpose of such fee, (2) the rules and procedures
for the allocation of funds fromsuch fee, (3) the nane and m ssion
statenent of each student organization that received funding from such
fee during the previous academ c year, (4) the requirement that al
funding decisions be made in an open forumwhere all students are given
the opportunity to conmmrent 5) that all funding decisions shall be made
in a fair and neutral manner without regard to the viewpoints of the
organi zation requesting funding. and (6) that a referendum shall be held
at least every two years the purpose of which is to deternine whether
the student activity fee shall be mandatory or voluntary.

b. Referendum Prior to the close of the first full acadenic vyear
imediately following the effective date of this subdivision, and at
| east once every two years thereafter, the student body at each communi -
ty college shall determine by referendum whether student activity
prograns shall be supported by either voluntary or nandatory student
fees. Such referendum shall be conducted on canpus at an easily accessi-
ble polling place or places and at such tine as shall be convenient for
the greatest nunber of students. Under no circunstances shall funding
for any particular organization be determ ned by referendum Notice of
such referendum shall be conspicuously posted at several |ocations on
canpus for not less than fifteen days prior to the date on which the
referendum shall be conducted. Such notice shall include, but not be
limted to, the date on which the referendumw Il be held, the tines
during which polling places will be open, the location of all polling
pl aces, and the question or guestions before the student body.

c. Eligibility for funding. Any group that is officially recogni zed by
the representative student organization in accordance wth procedures
established on each canpus shall be eligible to receive funding from
student activity fee proceeds.

d. Disbursenent of funds. Proceeds of the student activity fee shal
be disbursed by the representative student organization in a fair and
neutral nmanner without regard to the viewpoints of the organization
requesting funding. Al funding decisions shall be nade in an open forum
where nenbers of the student body are given an opportunity to coment.

e. Appeal of funding decisions. The representative student organiza-
tion on each canpus shall create an appeals process for registered
student organizations conplaining of viewpoint discrimnation in the

fundi ng process. After exhausting student review, an aggrieved regis-
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tered student organization may appeal to the chief administrative offi-

cer of each canpus., or

his or her designee.

8 4. This act shal

take effect on the first of August next succeedi ng

the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



