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        AN  ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to establishment of
          a public utility corporation community support program

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1. Section 5 of the public service law is amended by adding a
     2  new subdivision 7 to read as follows:
     3    7. There is hereby authorized a public utility  corporation  community
     4  support   program   (hereinafter   referred  to  as  "community  support
     5  program"), the purpose of which is to allow and encourage  contributions
     6  by  public utility corporations subject to regulation by the commission,
     7  to charitable organizations, for the benefit of  communities  served  by
     8  the  public  utility  corporations.  The  commission shall formulate and
     9  promulgate rules and regulations providing  for  the  establishment  and
    10  operation  of  the  community support program, and shall take action and
    11  institute all procedures necessary or proper for the  establishment  and
    12  operation  of  the community support program. Such rules and regulations
    13  shall include, but not be limited to, provisions which:
    14    a. set forth the manner in which a public utility corporation shall be
    15  encouraged to contribute a minimum of one percent  of  its  revenues  to
    16  charitable organizations serving communities served by the public utili-
    17  ty corporation;
    18    b.  define  the  terms  "charitable  organization"  and  "revenue" for
    19  purposes of the community support program;
    20    c. require that the consent and approval of the  commission  be  first
    21  had and obtained prior to the making of any contribution to a charitable
    22  organization pursuant to this section;
    23    d.  shall  prohibit  the contributions of a public utility corporation
    24  made pursuant to this section from being considered or allowed for rate-
    25  making purposes; and
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     1    e. provide for notice to be given to the public by the public  utility
     2  corporation regarding its charitable contributions in a manner likely to
     3  be seen and understood by members of the public.
     4    § 2. If any item, clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or
     5  other  part  of  this  act,  or the application thereof to any person or
     6  circumstances shall be held  to  be  invalid,  such  holding  shall  not
     7  affect,  impair or invalidate the remainder of this act, or the applica-
     8  tion of such section or part of a section held  invalid,  to  any  other
     9  person  or  circumstances, but shall be confined in its operation to the
    10  item, clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or other part of
    11  this act directly involved in such holding, or to the person and circum-
    12  stances therein involved.
    13    § 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2018. Effective immediately
    14  the public service commission is authorized to promulgate  any  and  all
    15  rules and regulations and take any other measures necessary to implement
    16  this act on its effective date on or before such date.


