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January 12, 2017

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRIGHT -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
increasing certain penalties and authorizing the paynent of rewards
for aid in the apprehension and conviction of persons gquilty of
certain felonies or msdeneanors relating to endangered and speci al
speci es, species of special concern and illegal ivory articles and
r hi nocer os horns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |aw is amended by adding a
new section 71-0929 to read as foll ows:

8§ 71-0929. Paynent of rewards for aid in apprehension and conviction of
persons quilty of felony or m sdeneanor

The conmi ssioner is authorized to offer and pay rewards of not nore
than twenty-five thousand dollars for infornmation which leads to the
detection, arrest and conviction of a person quilty of a felony or
m sdeneanor pursuant to the provisions of section 11-0535 or 11-0535-a
of this chapter; provided, however, that no police officer, as that term
is defined under subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the crimnal
procedure |law, peace officer, as that termis defined in section 2.10 of
the crimnal procedure law, or any other authorized |aw enforcenent
officer or official shall be entitled, directly or indirectly, to
collect or receive any such reward or part thereof.

8 2. Subdivision 13 of section 71-0925 of the environnmental conserva-
tion law, as anmended by chapter 706 of the | aws of 2005, is amended to
read as foll ows:

13. If the violation was an act prohibited by subdivision two of
section 11-0535 or by section 11-0536 of this chapter, or by any |awfu
rule or regulation of the departnent pronul gated pursuant thereto, not
more than [twe] four thousand dollars, and an additional penalty of not
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nmore than [+h+~ee] seven hundred [&-4+] dollars for each fish, shellf-
ish, <crustacea, wldlife or part thereof involved in the violation. If
the violation was an act prohibited by any regulation of the departnent
promul gated pursuant to subdivision three of section 11-0535 of this
chapter, then such penalty shall be not nore than [ese] two thousand
dollars, and an additional penalty of not nore than [+we] four hundred
dollars for each fish, shellfish, crustacea, wildlife or part thereof
involved in the violation.

8 3. The conm ssioner of environmental conservation shall informthe
public of the inportance of protecting endangered and threatened
speci es. Such conmi ssioner shall also publicize the |aws protecting such
species and the existence of a reward pursuant to section one of this
act .

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



