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Introduced by M of A ZEBROASKI, COLTON, JAFFEE, GOODELL, STIRPE --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A CROUCH LUPARDO, MDONALD, QAKS -- read
once and referred to the Committee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to clarifying the quali-
fication to receive an absentee ballot and clarifying the process for
delivery of an absentee ball ot

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8-406 of the election | aw, as anended by chapter
296 of the laws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 8-406. Absentee ballots, delivery of. 1. If the board shall find
that the applicant is a qualified voter of the election district
containing his or her residence as stated in his or her statement and
that his or her statement is sufficient, it shall, as soon as practica-
ble after it shall have determined his or her right thereto, mail to him
or _her at [an] the address [desighrated—by—hiw] fromwhich the applicant
is registered to vote or a tenporary address where he or she is current-
ly living, or deliver to himor her, or to any person designated for
such purpose in witing by himor her, at the office of the board, such
an absentee voter's ballot or set of ballots and an envel ope therefor.
No person may be designated to receive nore than two absentee ballots in
a given election. No person who is a candidate in the election in which
an applicant has requested the absentee ballot may be a person desig-
nated to receive ballots. If the ballot or ballots are to be sent
outside of the United States to a country other than Canada or Mexico
such ballot or ballots shall be sent by air mail. However, if an appli-
cant who is eligible for an absentee ballot is a resident of a facility
operated or licensed by, or under the jurisdiction of, the departnent of
mental hygiene, or a resident of a facility defined as a nursing home or
residential health care facility pursuant to subdivisions two and three
of section two thousand ei ght hundred one of the public health law, or a
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resident of a hospital or other facility operated by the Veteran's
Admi nistration of the United States, such absentee ball ot need not be so
mai | ed or delivered to any such applicant but, may be delivered to the
voter in the manner prescribed by section 8-407 of this [chapter] title
if such facility is located in the county or city in which such voter is
eligible to vote.

2. Prior to delivering an absentee ballot to a person designated by a
voter to receive such ballot, the |ocal board of elections shall require
such person to fill out a certificate providing his or her nane and
address, and to certify that he or she has not received the ballots of
nore than two voters for such election and is not a candidate in the
given election cycle. Such certificate shall be provided by the state
board of elections and shall have the follow ng | anguage above the space
where such designated person places their signature: | CERTIFY THAT THE
| NFORVATION IN THIS SIGNATURE |S TRUE AND CORRECT AND UNDERSTAND THAT
TH S CERTIFICATE WLL BE ACCEPTED FOR ALL PURPOSES AS THE EQUI VALENT OF
AN AFFIDAVIT AND, |F IT CONTAINS A NATERIAL FALSE STATEMENT, SHALL
SUBJECT ME TO THE SAME PENALTIES AS IF | HAD BEEN DULY SWORN. Such
certificate shall be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an
affidavit and if it contains a material false statenent shall subject
the person signing it to the sane penalties as if he or she had been
duly sworn.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




