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AN ACT to anend the domestic relations law, in relation to waiving the
fee for marriage |licenses for active duty nenbers of the arned forces

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 14-a of the donestic relations
law, as anended by chapter 297 of the |aws of 1963, is amended to read
as foll ows:

3. a. No fee shall be charged for any certificate when required by the
veterans admnistration or by the division of veterans' affairs of the
state of New York to be wused in determning the eligibility of any
person to participate in the benefits made available by the veterans
adm ni stration or by the state of New York.

b. A town or city may elect to waive the fee for a certificate when
either of the parties making application for such certificate is a
nenber of the arnmed forces of the United States on active duty.

8 2. Subdivision 3 of section 15 of the donestic relations [aw, as
anended by section 5 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is
amended to read as foll ows:

3. If it shall appear upon an application for a narriage |license that
either party is under the age of sixteen years, the town or city clerk
shall require, in addition to any consents provided for in this section,
the witten approval and consent of a justice of the suprene court or of
a judge of the famly court, having jurisdiction over the town or city
in which the application is nmade, to be attached to or endorsed upon the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBD01149- 04-7



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

A 1268--A 2

application, before the license is issued. The application for such
approval and consent shall be heard by the judge at chanbers. All papers
and records pertaining to any such application shall be sealed by him
and withheld from inspection, except by order of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction. Before issuing any |licenses herein provided for, the town
or city clerk shall be entitled to a fee of thirty dollars, which sum
shall be paid by the applicants before or at the tine the license is
i ssued; ___provided, however, that when either of the parties applying for
such license is a nenber of the arned forces of the United States on
active duty (i) a town or city may not collect that portion of the fee
whi ch woul d otherwi se be transmitted to the state conmi ssioner of health
pursuant to this subdivision and (ii) such town or <city nmay elect to
wai ve the portion of the fee which the town or city is entitled to. Any
town or city clerk who shall issue a license to marry any persons one or
both of whom shall not be at the time of the marriage under such |license
legally conpetent to marry without first requiring the parties to such
marriage to nmake such affidavits and statements or who shall not require
the production of documentary proof of age or the procuring of the
approval and consents provided for by this article, which shall show
that the parties authorized by said license to be married are legally
conpetent to nmarry, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and on conviction
thereof shall be fined in the sum of one hundred dollars for each and
every offense. On or before the fifteenth day of each nonth, each town
and city clerk, except in the city of New York, shall transmt to the
state commi ssioner of health twenty-two dollars and fifty cents of the
anount received for each fee collected, which shall be paid into the
vital records nmanagenent account as provi ded by section ninety-seven-
cccc of the state finance | aw_ provided, however, that no fee shall be
collected on behalf of or paid to the commi ssioner of health when either
of the parties applying for such license is a nmenber of the arned forces
of the United States on active duty. In any city the bal ance of al

fees collected for the issuing of a marriage |icense, or for sol emizing
a marriage, so far as collected for services rendered by any officer or
enpl oyee of such city, shall be paid nonthly into the city treasury and
may by ordi nance be credited to any fund therein designated, and said
ordi nance, when duly enacted, shall have the force of law in such city.
Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of this article, the clerk of any
city with the approval of the governing body of such city is hereby
authorized to designate, in witing filed in the city clerk's office, a

deputy clerk, if any, and/or other city enployees in such office to
receive applications for, exam ne applications, investigate and issue
marriage licenses in the absence or inability of the clerk of said city

to act, and said deputy and/or enpl oyees so designated are hereby vested
with all the powers and duties of said city clerk relative thereto. Such
deputy and/or enpl oyees shall perform said duties wthout additiona
conpensation

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



