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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2017

Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to create a tenporary state comission on the electoral process
and to provide for the making of grants by the state board of
el ections to |ocal boards of election for the inprovenent of the elec-
toral process and naking an appropriation therefor; and providing for
the repeal of certain provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A tenporary state comrission on the electoral process is
hereby created to exanmi ne, eval uate, and nmake recomrendati ons pertai ni ng
to the electoral process, wth particular focus on the procedures
i nvolved in the conduct of the process of voting at polling places. The
comm ssion shall direct its attention to the availability, feasibility,
and reliability of new technol ogi es for the conduct of voting.

8 2. The commi ssion shall consist of 13 nenbers, each to serve for a
term of 2 years, to be forthwith appointed as follows: 2 shall be
appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate and 1 by the mnority
| eader of the senate; 2 shall be appointed by the speaker of the assem
bly and 1 by the mnority | eader of the assenbly; 7 shall be appointed
by the governor. The appoi ntees shall be broadly representative of the
geogr aphic areas of the state. No nore than 4 appointees shall be |egis-
| ators. The governor shall designate the chair and vice chair from anong
his or her appointees. Vacancies in the nmenbership of the conm ssion and
anong its officers shall be filled in the manner provided for original
appoi nt nent s.

8 3. The conm ssion may enploy and at pl easure renbve such personne
as it may deem necessary for the performance of its functions and fix
their conpensation within the anobunts nmade avail abl e t herefor
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8 4. The commi ssion may nmeet within and w thout the state, shall hold
public hearings, and shall have all the powers of a legislative conmt-
tee pursuant to the legislative |aw

8 5. The nenbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder

§ 6. To the maxi num extent feasible, the conmnmission shall be entitled
to request and receive and shall utilize and be provided with such
facilities, resources, and data of any court, departnent, division,
board, bureau, comm ssion, or agency of the state or any politica
subdi vi sion thereof as it may reasonably request to carry out properly
its powers and duties hereunder.

8§ 7. The conmission shall nmake a prelimnary report to the governor
and the legislature of its findings, conclusions, and recomendations
not later than July 1, 2018 and a final report of its findings, conclu-
sions, and reconmendations not |ater than January 1, 2019, and shal
submt with its reports such |egislative proposals as it deens necessary
to inplement its recomrendati ons.

g8 8. Wthin the anmounts appropriated therefor, the state board of
el ections shall make grants to |ocal boards of elections for the follow
i ng purposes:

a. To increase the nunbers and inprove the training of election
i nspectors and ot her poll workers;

b. To inprove procedures for the testing, naintenance, and repair of
voti ng machi nes;

c. To enhance the inplementation of the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993;

d. To inprove conpliance with the Arericans with Disabilities Act
i nsofar as such act applies to voting; and

e. To inprove the application and enforcenent of |aws pertaining to
eligibility of students to register and vote in the jurisdictions in
which they attend an institution of higher education.

In maki ng such grants the state board of elections shall give priority
to jurisdictions according to the volune of conplaints and known prob-
| ens.

8 9. The sumof twenty-five mllion dollars ($25,000,000), or so nuch
thereof as mmy be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the state board
of elections fromany noneys in the state treasury in the general fund
to the credit of the |ocal assistance account, not otherw se appropri-
ated, for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of section eight
of this act. Such sumshall be payable on the audit and warrant of the
state conptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the state board
of elections, or its duly designated representative in the manner
provided by law. No expenditure shall be made from this appropriation
until a certificate of approval of availability shall have been issued
by the director of the budget and filed with the state conptroller and a
copy filed with the chair of the senate finance commttee and the chair
of the assenbly ways and neans commttee. Such certificate may be
anmended fromtine to time by the director of the budget and a copy of
each such amendnent shall be filed with the state conptroller, the chair
of the senate finance comittee and the chair of the assenbly ways and
nmeans committ ee.

8§ 10. This act shall take effect imrediately; provided that sections
one through seven of this act shall remain in effect until January 1,
2019, when upon such date such sections shall expire and shall be deened
r epeal ed.



