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STATE OF NEW YORK

1075

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2017

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the social services |law and the transportation law, in
relation to the interagency coordinating comrittee on rural public
transportation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 4 of section 365-h of
the social services |aw, as separately anended by section 50 of part B
and section 24 of part D of chapter 57 of the l|laws of 2015, is anended
to read as follows:

The commi ssioner of health is authorized to assune responsibility from
a local social services official for the provision and rei nbursenent of
transportation costs under this section. If the conm ssioner elects to
assume such responsibility, the conmm ssioner shall notify the Iloca
social services official in witing as to the election, the date upon
whi ch the el ection shall be effective and such information as to transi-
tion of responsibilities as the comni ssioner deens prudent. The comm s-
sioner is authorized to contract with a transportati on nanager or manag-
ers to manage transportation services in any |local social services
district, other than transportation services provided or arranged for
enrol l ees of nmanaged long termcare plans issued certificates of author-
ity wunder section forty-four hundred three-f of the public health |aw
Any transportation nanager or managers selected by the comr ssioner to
manage transportation services shall have proven experience in coordi-
nating transportation services in a geographic and denopgraphic area
simlar to the area in New York state within which the contractor woul d
manage the provision of services under this section. Such a contract or
contracts may include responsibility for: review, approval and process-
ing of transportation orders; managenent of the appropriate |I|evel of
transportati on based on docunented patient nedical need; and devel opnent

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBD07223-01-7



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

A. 1075 2

of new technologies leading to efficient transportation services. If the
comm ssioner elects to assume such responsibility froma |ocal social
services district, the comm ssioner shall exam ne and[ —f—approprate]
adopt quality assurance nmeasures that may include, but are not limted
to, global positioning tracking system reporting requirements and
service verification nechanisns. Any and all rei nbursenent rates devel -
oped by transportation managers under this subdivision shall include
rates for public transportation that reflect the cost to provide service
to eligible individuals and shall be subject to the review and approval
of the conmissioner. In reviewing the reinbursenent rates devel oped by
transportati on managers, the conmi ssioner shall consult with |ocal offi-
cials responsible for public transportation in the affected county and
the interagency coordinating conmttee on rural public transportation as
defined in section seventy-three-d of the transportation | aw

§ 2. Section 73-d of the transportation |law, as anended by chapter 562
of the laws of 1987, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 73-d. Interagency coordinating commttee on rural public transporta-
tion. 1. There is hereby created a conmmittee to be known as the "intera-
gency coordinating cormittee on rural public transportation", to be
conprised of [wnireteen] sixteen nmenbers. The conmissioner or his or her
desi gnee shall serve as chairperson. [Fwelvwe] Eight of such nmenbers
shall be the following or his or her duly designated representative: the
director of the office for the aging; the conm ssioner of education; the
comm ssioner of |abor; the conm ssioner of health; the conm ssioner of
the office of nental health; the comm ssioner of the office [ef—mnrental
retardation—and] for people with devel opnental disabilities; the comm s-
sioner of social services; [state—advocate—for—the—disabled—secretary
of—state~] and the comm ssioner of agriculture and market s[ —the—di+ec—
tor—of theofHceof ol affalrs—andthe director ot the divdsionfor
youth]. [Sk«] Eight additional nenbers, all of whomshall be transpor-
tation providers or consuners representing rural counties shall be
appointed to serve a termof three years as follows: [twe] three by the
president pro-tenpore of the senate, [twe] three by the speaker of the
assenbly, one by the minority |leader of the senate, and one by the
mnority leader of the assenbly. Efforts shall be nade to provide a
broad representation of consuners and providers of transportation
services in rural counties when making such appointnments. Menbers of
the committee shall receive no salary.

The comm ssioner shall cause the departnment to provide staff assist-
ance necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the conmt-
t ee.

2. The conmittee shall

a. identify progranms and the annual amunts and sources of funds from
such programs that are eligible to be used to support a coordi nated
public transportation service, and the annual anobunts and sources of
such funds that are actually wused for client transportation or for
transportation of persons in connection with agency-affiliated progranms
or services; such data shall be provided on a county basis;

b. identify restrictions on existing prograns that inhibit funds from
such prograns being used to pay for a coordinated public transportation
service in rural counties;

c. recomrend changes in state or local laws or regul ations that would
i mprove the coordination of funds, facilities, vehicles or equipnment and
ot her resources used for transportation at the local |evel

d. upon request, conpile and forward to the conmi ssioner any data or
other information required by this section.
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3. The committee shall be required to report to the speaker of the
assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, and the governor bian-
nually beginning OCctober first, tw thousand fifteen regarding the
nmanagenent of non-energency Medicaid transportation in rural areas as
defined by section four hundred eighty-one of the executive law. This
shall include, but not be limted to, a breakdown by county of cost
savings, nodes of transportation provided to Medicaid patients, and
rates of utilization of public transportation.

4. The conmittee shall be required to examne reinbursenent rates
devel oped by transportation nanagers pursuant to subdivision four of
section three hundred sixty-five-h of the social services law for coun-
ties with a population of two hundred thousand or less. The conmmittee
shall subnmit recommendations for proposed and effective rates for rura
communities to the comm ssioner of health with recomendations incl ud-
ing, but not limted to, adjustnments to individual ridership fares for
public transportation utilization, rates for | ow cost coordinated trans-
portation with other human service agencies, and rates for private
transportation with considerations of availability and cost savings.

The conmi ssioner of health shall consult with the conmittee prior to
approval of rates proposed under subdivision four of section three
hundred sixty-five of the social services |law for counties with a popu-
lation of two hundred thousand or |ess. Any proposal for a rate adjust-
nent for rural communities after approval shall be examined by the
committee prior to approval by the conmi ssioner.

§ 3. This act shall take effect imrediately; provided that the anend-
ments to the opening paragraph of subdivision 4 of section 365-h of the
soci al services |aw nade by section one of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such section and shall expire and be deened repeal ed there-
Wit h.




